Horace-Quintus Horatius Flaccus
Horace was a Roman poet at the time of Augustus. He was born in 65BC and after the death of his father he enrolled in The Academy, founded by Plato, when he was nineteen. Horace grew up around the time that Rome turned from a Republic to an Empire- an event which allowed Horace to enlist as an officer in the Roman army. His time on deployment and in training in Greece is reflected in his poetry concerning the countryside of Greece. On return to Italy he found his fathers estate had been taken away, and so impoverished, Horace tried poetry, the art with which he made his name. He became a civil servant at the Treasury, and at this time he wrote his hexameter pieces; Satires and Epodes. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]His key works include Satires in 35 BC, Epodes in 30 BC, Odes 1-3 in 23 BC, Carmen Saeculare in 17 BC and Ars Poetica in 10 BC. Epodes was written as iambic poetry, obscene poetry written in order to shame Roman citizens into performing their social and civic duties. Following the success of Eclogues, Virgil introduced Horace to an elite society of other poets and artists, including Maecenas, a man who would become good friends with Horace. It can be inferred from some of his writings that he was at the Battle of Actium (31 BC) with Maecenas for Octavian’s defeat of Anthony. He retired from hi job at the Treasury, to the farm estate gifted to him by Maecenas. Horace died in 8 BC at the age of 56.
