BOOK REVIEWS MADE EASY!!!

A few of you have e-mailed to ask how you can review a WHOLE book in 750 words.

First I can offer a few words from a seasoned reviewer of academic books.

For reviews in academic journals 750 words is actually quite generous – often we are only allowed 500! It is quite possible to review a book in 750 words, so long as you try not to be too descriptive. It is fine to describe the scope of the book – what it covers – but be brief! What you should try to do is to be critical. Ask yourself some questions:

· Is the books clearly written and clearly set out?
· Is it comprehensive – does it cover what is says it will cover?
· How successfully are its objectives met?
· Does it say anything new?
· What kind of audience is the book aimed at: academic? Student text book? General interest? Does it hit the target well?
· If there are illustrations are they appropriate? Are they high quality? 
· Does it have helpful maps and plans? If not would it help the reader if these had been included?

Not all these questions will be applicable to all books but if you keep these questions in mind it should be easier to produce a review of 750 words.

HAPPY READING!!!

Janet


