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	Target 1
	To engage with a wider range of literature based on a wider range of opportunities and challenges that were discussed within lectures including key theorists. 

	Target 2
	To link conclusion and own learning to QTS Standards. 

	Target 3
	To paragraph effectively when organising your response.



Reflective Portfolio
Pedagogical Principles
Good teaching and learning 
· means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.
· sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.
· ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience.

Introduction                                                                                                                                                  
[bookmark: _Int_vy0LtJUr]Throughout this assignment I will be commenting on three pedagogic principles and discussing them in relation to practices in education, showing secure understanding and identifying strengths and areas of development for each principle. Additionally, I will discuss the new Curriculum for Wales and how the curriculum has evolved. In January 2020, the Curriculum for Wales framework guidance was first released. Its goal is to support each school in creating its own curriculum so that students can progress towards the four purposes of the curriculum, which serve as the foundation and goal for all children in Wales. The four purposes are in place for children to aim to become “Ambitious, capable learners ready to learn throughout their lives. Enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work. Ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world. Heathy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society” (Hwb.Gov, n.d). Rather than working from hard paper copies schools and settings are encouraged to draw directly from the guidance online, which ensures they are using the most recent guidance available (Gov.Wales, 2017). The new curriculum guidance for teaching is split into six areas of learning and experience, to ensure that all areas of learning are covered. Each of these AoLE’s have what matters statements in place to guide teachers with curriculum planning. The six AoLE’s are Health and Wellbeing; Expressive Arts; Mathematics and Numeracy; Science and Technology; Languages, Literacy and Communication (Gov. Wales, 2020). Following consultations across school settings in Wales Professor Graham Donaldson reported that children, parents and teachers wanted a curriculum that was more skills based and allowed teachers more power within curriculum design. Reports suggest that the curriculum’s division into phases and key stages is no longer suitable. According to the report, learning should be explained using progression steps, each of which has a variety of achievement outcomes. It is important to identify these Progression Steps in every Area of Learning and Experience. They must be planned to such that there is room for people who acquire knowledge and skills earlier and assistance for others who advance slower (Gov. Wales, 2018). The Donaldson report followed data from the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) which stated that students in Wales scored below the OECD average. This was an indicator of where Wales ranked in terms of education against other international countries. After these PISA results the Welsh Government decided that the curriculum for teaching in Wales needed reform. This resulted in the new Curriculum for Wales.

1st principle                                                                                                
It could be said that good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching. According to the new Curriculum for Wales the curriculum should be purpose led, progression based and with a local context in order to embed real life learning experiences (Gov.Wales). In order to develop effective and engaging teaching and learning experiences, the reflective teacher will need to adopt a wide range of strategies. Based on direct teaching, these strategies might include modelling/demonstrations, scaffolding, clear learning objectives, active engagement, blended learning and providing rich experiences (Cremin & Burnett, 2018, p.165). These strategies can be structured as whole class, individual or group work activities. These direct teaching methods are supported by theorists such as Bandura, Vygotsky and Bruner (Mcleod, 2024).
 One approach that I observed during my enrichment days in a reception class was the teacher arranging guest speakers to talk directly to the class. Whilst covering the class topic of real-life superhero’s, the teacher organised real life context lessons of engaging with a nurse and a teacher in the classroom. This experience allowed the pupils to benefit from direct learning, through active engagement and providing rich experiences. “Guest speakers can offer an important extension of learning and understanding both in and outside of the classroom. Inviting guest speakers into the classroom is a classic teaching strategy. Welcoming other voices into the class provides students with access to other perspectives, adds variety to the classroom routine, and demonstrates that learning is a collaborative enterprise” (Laist, 2015, p.1). In my opinion, this was a good teaching strategy. The guest speakers were a great way to engage the pupils and provide an enriching experience. I feel that brining in guest speakers gives the classroom more variation, breaks up the monotony, and kept the students engaged. Different voices and perspectives captivated the student's curiosity and attention in ways that may not always be possible with standard instructional approaches. It also links to the curriculum for Wales Pedagogy ‘Authentic and purposeful learning’ which states “Relevant and meaningful experiences that are rooted in real-life contexts will enable learners to make connections, apply knowledge and consolidate skills” (Hwb.Gov, 2023). I also feel Guest speakers encourage interactive learning for pupils. Guest speakers can promote interactive learning experiences such as question and answer sessions and discussions. As a result, students are able to actively interact with the content and pose questions to real experts in the field. Building on this approach, the class teacher arranged a visit to the local fire station where the pupils had the opportunity to sit in the fire truck, have a tour of the station and ask any relevant questions to the firefighters. This further allows for real life context developing pupil's experiences as some learners may never have had the opportunity to visit a fire station or meet firefighters before. School trips and visits are seen as a positive teaching strategy in foundation learning by several theorists. For instance, in Vygotskys concept of the zone of proximal development he believed that learning is most effective when learners can be supported by more knowledgable individuals within this zone. It could be said that school trips and visits provide opportunity for hands-on learning experiences with authentic experts within specific areas. (Aubrey & Riley, 2022, p.71/72). While several educational theorists believe that school trips are important for enriching students experiences. It could be argued that school trips are un-educational and a waste of a school day. A clear learning objective is another strategy in relation to direct teaching. Therefore, some may believe that without clear learning objectives and meaningful connections to curriculum standards, school trips could risk being seen as unrelated to the learner's educational goals. In summary, drawing on my experiences and further reading and research I believe using a range of direct teaching strategies is beneficial for foundation phase learning and teaching. My understanding is using both guest speakers and school visits/trips helps to develop a holistic learner and is an authentic way to provide real life context and provide all children with the same experiences.   
2nd principle
The next pedagogical principle that I will be focusing on is ‘good teaching and learning means setting tasks and selecting resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest’. Both tasks and resources that take advantage of student's past knowledge and experience while captivating their interest and participation are integral to effective teaching and learning. When teaching it is important that we recognise that children can have their own understanding or previous knowledge when starting/covering a new topic in school. This relates to Piaget educational theory. The concept of schema was incorporated by Piaget into his theory of cognitive development. A child creates mental templates, or categories of information, called schemas to make sense of the world. It is an outcome of what the child has gone through and links to the child’s prior knowledge (Piaget, 1976). For example, each individual child has their own experiences and ideas of a dog. Some children’s understanding of a dog may be that all dogs are aggressive and scary, while other children’s understanding may be that dogs are fluffy and friendly. It could be said that understanding what children may already know can help the teacher to set tasks specific to each learner's previous knowledge. As teachers, we build on children’s previous knowledge and experiences to better understand where each child’s starting point is. Prior information serves as the foundation for new learning. Students are more likely to learn well and are less likely to misunderstand the material in our lessons if we have a better awareness of what they already know and assist them in drawing on their prior understandings (mrst, 2021). Using a child’s previous knowledge can increase their motivation within the classroom. If a child has experience of a particular topic, they may feel more confident and willing to learn if they see themselves as knowledgable on the topic. This is why it is crucial to give all children a range of experiences, so they all have something to build on. This could be done through experimental learning by providing appropriate resources to develop their knowledge and understanding. This links to both Froebels ideas of ‘gifts’ designed to maximise learning, as well as Montessori’s idea of ‘treasure baskets’ as a resource. Froebel developed his own set of learning resources which he called ‘gifts’. Through imaginative play, young children can learn various things. Such as science, engineering, problem solving, and more with the help of The Gifts. The purpose of the gifts is to help young children draw connections between what they are learning and their experiences. By giving them access to a basic wooden block, for example, the gifts encourage experimentation and the development of new skills and knowledge. Kids utilise building blocks to mimic objects and happenings in their environment. While Montessori’s idea of the ‘treasure baskets’ provides a gateway towards independent contact with the outside world. The items in the ‘treasure baskets’ are carefully chosen natural objects such as fabrics, shells, wood etc, all these give children experiences of real-life objects which allows them to develop previous knowledge for their future (Aubrey & Riley, 2022, p.37). 
Relating this pedagogical principle to my enrichment day experience. The classroom has tuff trays set up in several areas. “Tuff trays are large trays filled with educational trinkets, materials, vocabulary cards and more to help children learn about a range of topics or practice key skills” (Ward, n.d.). The tuff trays provide children with resources and opportunities to experiment with sensory play. They are great resources for developing children’s prior knowledge due to the variety of materials. Tuff trays can be filled with materials that children are familiar with from everyday experiences, they create a comforting learning environment for children. The objects in a tuff tray can be removed and replaced overtime enabling learners to return to learning, revisiting their previous knowledge and experience. This relates to the Neuroscience of learning often called ‘revisiting or ‘retrieval practice’. The neuroscience of revisiting learning is based on concepts related to memory formation, consolidation, and retrieval. New information is first incorporated into short-term memory when it is learned. But this knowledge needs to go through. Process known as memory consolidation in order to be remembered for a long time. Spaced repetition, or periodically reviewing content throughout time with longer intervals between review sessions, has been found to improve long-term recall in cognitive neuroscience research. A strong learning technique backed by neuroscience is actively retrieving knowledge through tests or recall activities. Retrieving information from memory strengthens the neurological connections that are linked to it, increasing its accessibility for retrieval in the future. While it it important that we build on children’s previous knowledge, it is also crucial to recognise that not all learners have the same experiences. As educators we cannot make assumptions about the experiences our learners have had. Some learners may have limited previous experiences which can be challenging, this could be due to social deprivation.

3rd principle 
The last principle I will be focusing on is ‘good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience’. An effective approach that increases student motivation, solidifies their understanding, and permits more learning in condensed class time is cross-curricular integration. Children’s knowledge, abilities, and comprehension can be creatively developed through cross- curricular activity, which also inspires learning through engaging interconnected topics (HA, 2024). The new Curriculum for Wales six areas of learning and experience are Humanities; Expressive Arts; Health and Well-being; Science and Technology; Mathematics and Numeracy; Languages, Literacy and Communication. At the heart of these AoLE’s are the Four Purposes which are an aspiration for each learner. From my research and experiences, I believe that immersive, cross curricular activities provide the best practice for teaching and learning. It is important to ensure that these links are natural and not forced in order to create successful cross curricular learning. When this is done naturally it allows for holistic learning whereby subjects are not learnt or taught in isolation. Teaching and Learning through a thematic approach as opposed to learning by subject area allows the learners opportunities for curiosity, imagination and engagement. Additionally, it allows learners to immerse themselves in the learning experience creating big picture learning and allowing for consolidation. This is supported by Gardner (1983) theory of multiple intelligences. Garners multiple intelligence theory suggests that a cross curriculum design engages the different and individual intelligences. His theory also relates to Bruner’s approach to child centred learning. “This approach calls for a pedagogical mode very much aligned with Dewey’s thoughts on transferability and non-subject specific teaching” (Aubrey & Riley, 2022, p.152).
 From my experiences on my enrichment days, I observed several cross curricular lessons. One example is when the class created their own ‘superhero strength smoothies’. The class were split into 4 separate groups, each group had to create a shopping list of what ingredients they needed for their smoothies. The learners then added their ingredients to an online shopping basket. They measured the correct amount of each ingredient and described what each fruit felt and smelt like. After that they washed and prepared the fruit and blended it into their smoothie; describing what the smoothie tasted like. This one example of a lesson within the reception class covered four of the AoLE’s, which were Language, Literacy and communication; Mathematics and Numeracy; Science and Technology and Health and Well-Being. To further incorporate the Areas of Learning and Experiences in a natural way within this lesson, the class could have discussed and mapped out where the fruits had come from. This would link to the Humanities AoLE. Learning in a thematic approach where multiple AoLE’s are incorporated can deliver learning across physical, cognitive, emotional and social development. There are many advantages of cross curricular teaching and learning, it could be said that there are also challenges and limitations. For example, it is important for the teacher during planning to ensure that the chosen topic can cover and accommodate the whole range of Areas of Learning and Experiences in a natural, unforced way. As the new Curriculum for Wales has only been introduced in 2022 this is a new way of teaching for many currently in the profession. This could be seen as a challenge as learners will have to face subject specific assessments such as GCSE’s when they reach secondary education. However, it could be argued that this holistic approach provides a better foundation for lifelong learning. This type of cross curricular teaching also links back to the previous principle I have discussed by proving real life contextual learning allowing learners to make natural links between learning and the real world. 


Conclusion
In conclusion, this assignment has helped me to consider the effects of the new Curriculum for Wales guidelines on foundation phase learning. I believe that the three pedagogical principles I have researched and discussed in relation to practice and education need to be considered collaboratively, in order to inform good teaching and learning. This will have a significant impact on my planning, teaching and reflection during my teaching career, as it has highlighted the importance of reflective planning incorporating multiple pedagogical principles. By varying the pedagogy within my classroom, I will be able to understand how different students learn and therefore accommodate their individual needs. Consequently, this could improve the quality of teaching and learning. In summary, I believe direct teaching is one the most widely used methods of teaching and can help learners to develop their own background knowledge and understanding of the world. However, it could be suggested that direct teaching limits the individual learner's autonomy and creativity of learning. In order to overcome this limitation, it is important to use direct teaching alongside other pedagogical principles so that learners critical thinking and experimental learning can be developed. 
Regarding the second principle, building on previous knowledge and experience I have discovered that the quality of prior knowledge and experience can influence learners' interest and engagement. It could be said that new learning which is constructed on prior knowledge is more engaging and learners are more able to retain and recall their knowledge and understanding. Some challenges of this principle may be that not all learners have the same previous knowledge and experiences. As educators it is crucial not to make assumptions about the experiences an individual has had. To overcome this, teachers should ensure that learners in their class have shared experiences within the classroom in order to build their prior knowledge. 
Lastly focusing on the third principle, ranging within and across Areas of Learning and Experiences I have found that teaching across the AoLE’s and making links through a thematic approach will help consolidate learning by immersing learners in the learning experiences. It is important to make authentic natural links and not to force learning into these topics. When considering my future practice, I will be sure to cover a wide depth and breadth of Areas of Learning and Experiences.
In final conclusion I have found this assignment beneficial in developing my knowledge and understanding of the pedagogical principles and the importance of their role of impacting good teaching and learning. I will use the knowledge and understanding I have gained from this assignment in planning, delivering and reflecting upon my own teaching practice.
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