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The principle goal of education in the schools should be creating men and women who are capable of doing new things, not simply repeating what other generations have done – Jean Piaget (Minds of wonder, 2016). 
Within this essay I will be talking about a theorist called Jean Piaget, explaining his theory and the stages of development, and how Piaget relates to practice.

Piaget is a cognitive theorist and Piaget theory focuses on four different stages of cognitive development a child will go through. 
Piaget also believed that children’s learning should be more hands-on experience rather than the child sitting at a desk and being told what to do by someone else.
Piaget has four stages within his development stages, which are; Sensorimotor, Pre-operational, Concrete Operational, and Formal Operational.
Children will go through each stage and none of the stages will be missed out. However, significantly, Piaget doesn’t assign a specific age that a child should reach each stage but gave an age range indication when they are likely to reach it states (Minds of wonder, 2016).

The first stage of Piaget cognitive development is sensorimotor which is birth to age two. During this stage of the child’s development, the child will use their five senses to learn what is around. At this stage, object permeance will develop and when this is developed the child will know that the object exists. For example, when a child goes to a day nursery and does not see their parents the child will still know that their parents exist even when they cannot be seen, heard, touched or sensed. 

Preoperational is the second stage of Piaget development stages and that is two to seven of age. Within this stage, the child is egocentric this means everything is about themselves and the child can’t think or reason things logically. This stage has been seen within practise is when there was a toy and a child would not share it with another child because it’s theirs and the child could not see that where they were wrong and did not understand the meaning of sharing because it is all about them.
Also, around this age the child will not like games that have rules in them, so the child will make up their own rules and children will learn through imagination and pretend play.

In the third stage which is Concrete Operational for ages seven to twelve years old. According to McLeod, S (2018) Piaget considered the concrete stage a major turning point in the child’s cognitive development because it marks the beginning of logical or operational thought.
For example,  if the parent said to put their bag on the table but the table was piled up with other things the child would know that they would need to make space on the table and then put the bag, and the child can understand conversations. The child is able to do more things on their own i.e. go to the toilet, put their coat on etc. 

The final stage is Formal Operational which is 12 years and up. At this stage the child will have an adult level of thinking and will be able to have more logical answers.
However, according to McLeod, S, 2018 there are studies that have shown that progress to the formal operational stage is not guaranteed. Such as Keating (1979) reported that 40%-60% of college students failed at formal operation tasks.

Piaget second stage which is preoperational ages are similar to the Foundation Phase ages. Piaget is two to seven years and Foundation Phase is three to seven years old.
Piaget believed in discovery learning this is when children learn through exploring, experiences and actively doing, this is also when Foundation Phase will come in because both believe that children should be outside exploring and playing because there is no question that children are intellectually stimulated while playing states (Baker, B et al, 2012, p.). However, when children are playing, they will also be learning without them even knowing. For example, I have seen it within my placement where children are outside playing in the water area and they are measuring the water with the jugs and this is also them developing their mathematical skills.
McLeod, S (2018) states that even though Piaget did not explicitly relate his theory to education, although later researchers have explained how features of Piaget’s theory can be applied to teaching and learning. 
Piaget’s theory has influenced practice within a setting I was working at for placement because the teachers were allowing the children to choose what they wanted to play with, letting the children explore the toys, and allowing the children to have more of a hands-on experience rather than them sitting at a desk, and realising that children cannot think at the level as we adults can.
Piaget believed that children should have more of a hands on experience and this relates to practice because children are being provided with more hands on experience, giving children different varieties of materials, objects, and textures. By teachers doing this the children will learn about the world around them which will also link into one of the Foundation Phase areas that is knowledge and understanding of the world.

Schema
Piaget also introduced a term which is called “schema” and this is a cognitive framework or concept that helps organise and interpret information (Cherry, K, 2018). The schema was seen and popularised throughout Piaget’s work and believed that children will go through series of intellectual growth. 
Piaget schema had for stages which are; Assimilation, Equilibrium, Disequilibrium, and Accommodation. 

The first stage is assimilation which is where the child would base their schema upon knowledge that is already existed. For example, if a child starts nursery, they will think their teachers/practitioners are called mum which I have seen happen a few times and if this is not corrected the child will continue calling the adult mum.
 
Second stage is equilibrium where the schema will stay the same because the other information confirms this. Such as teachers/practitioners at the setting are called mum but by their children. 

Disequilibrium is when something could happen which doesn’t confirm the schema. Example, the teachers/practitioners are ladies but are not called mum. Lastly, is the accommodation stage where the child rethinks the schema to include new information. For example, the child will know that some ladies are mothers, but not all of them.

Moral development
Piaget also developed a theory of moral reasoning. According to McLeod, S (2015) Piaget was principally interested not in what children do (i.e., in whether they break rules or not) but in what they think. As Natalie Frank comments:
 
According to Piaget, children between ages five and ten years old make moral decisions strictly based on what an authority figure dictates is right and wrong. Rule must be followed exactly and cannot be changed even in the smallest detail. Rules are followed due to fear of punishment. Doing what one is told is not truly a moral decision since one can be told to do horribly immoral things and there is not ability to see the difference there is no moral reasoning take place. Around age 10 Piaget believed that children base moral decision making on social cooperation. This is simply an expansion of the previous stage, only now children believe that rules given by society must be followed as they are for social good of all. The child in this stage begins to see that different people have different moral rules but that child is not yet able to formulate their own individual idea of morality (Frank, N, 2017). 

As children grow, they will start to develop an understanding of differences between what is right and wrong, which will be their moral development. 
This can relate to practice because for example, if there was a child who was playing in the role play area and was not sharing with other children then the other child may react badly towards them and then the child who is not sharing may realise what they have done is wrong.

Although Piaget theory can be applied to teaching/learning and there were many positive things about his theories such as that it has been very influential in the teaching practice, its allowed people to understand the cognitive developmental stage. However, there are some weaknesses, such as Phychohawks, 2010 states that there is little/no explanation for emotional/social development or developmental problems and they also state that there is no way to account for individual differences; some children will naturally be very intelligent and storm though the stages easier than Piaget suggests.

Conclusion
Overall, Piaget has impacted education a lot even though his theory did not relate to education people later found that he changed how people viewed the child, their world, and the methods of studying children. Piaget and the Foundation Phase which is the national curriculum for Wales age between three to seven both agree that children should be having more of a hands-on experience and that by children playing they will be learning without realising that they are gathering information/knowledge.
As all theory’s there are positive and negatives to them which Piaget did have such as there was hardly any evidence or explanation about the child’s social and emotional development.
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