


[bookmark: _Hlk33091950]This essay will be looking at three criminology theories which are labelling theory and Strain theory and the history background e.g. who came with the criminology theory. Both theories will be linked with a modern-day case which are Rochdale/Rotherham, London stabbings; to analyse the information SWAT and also two theories will be compared to each other as well. At the end of the essay there will be a conclusion on which criminology is best suited in modern times.
[bookmark: _Hlk33018778]According to Skaggs (2016) Labelling theory Is when people judge other people before they get know them as a person, Labelling theory is linked with the theory of “Symbolic Interactionism” the original of the labelling theory can be find in Durkheim book called which is called “Suicide” in which he sates A act any type of crime is something that will outrange members of the society and to make people happy they will label the person as a criminal because of their deviant behaviour it also another way to control deviant behaviour as well (Dürkheim,2005). However, in 1960s Howard Becker wrote in his book called the Outsiders that social groups create deviant behaviour by having rules within their group and anyone who do not follow those are consider outsiders of their society; he also adds once the person breaks the rules they lab is added on them has they broke the law (Becker,1963). Both Durkheim and Becker both agreed that social groups are both happy labelling people has a criminal if they break the law. However, Becker wanted to see how labelling theory effected people afterwards they committed the crime he was not interested why the person did the crime in the first place (Newburn, McLaughlin,2010). While Durkheim only just saw the labelling theory as mean to control people because as the person might feel ashamed on what society have done (Berk,2015). 
 The strength of Labelling theory is that the police are able to label person quickly if they are needed for example, once a person is arrested the police will added details of that person on to database which will all police forces across UK have access when needed to find a criminal, the database is  called “The Police Database” (Police data,2019). This in term is labelling person as the police can find information on them. This strength of the labelling theory as it benefits the police to easily id a criminal thanks to the to their database which makes their job easier for them. 
[bookmark: _Hlk33091916] The weakness of the Labelling theory is that Police especially the Met police have been accused of being racist towards ethic groups especially towards black, for example the met police are still a institutionally racist in an interview back in 2019 the Chief Commissioner of the Met police Cressida Dick said the Met police are still dealing some cases of racemising within the police force but the police has improved to stop it from happing in the workplace; however a former black police detective has stated that Cressida Dick is lying about the current station of the met police racism towards it staff; he added that the Met police was also found guilty for judging me because of the colour of my skin also pestering me and discrimination towards me as well (Maxwell,2019). This is downside of the Labelling theory as people will become judgemental towards other people which can resulted in people hating on each other without knowing them; in that example case it shows Met police hating on other officers because colour of their skins it also shows that Met police are still being a judgmental e.g. their masking rules up for organisation.
Using the Labelling theory in Morden case of policing would be the Rochdale; where a gang of Asian men were convicted for raping and grooming young vulnerable girls in Manchester area, there were nine men in the gang; the gang would sex track the girls and pimp girls out to paying customers (BBC News,2018). The strength of the police during the Rochdale is the intel that were given to them by the victims of the case which lead them in 2012 to have Operation Doublet which led the police to arrest the gang members (Perraudin,2016). however, the police service took their time to arrested the gang as the first intel from the victim was back in 2012, this shows that police took their time with handling the case as one member of the police officer stated we were dealing with high profile case which could go wrong at any time (BBC News, 2016). 
[bookmark: _Hlk34056539]The Weakness of the Manchester Police force in the Rochdale case was that many police officers did not want cause scene e.g. they didn’t want to be seen as targeting ethic groups. One of the female’s victims state that the police force has the files ready to go. Because of their actions many of the victims felt down this resulted in some police officers and detectives going under review because of their actions many of the officers did not get disciplined; one of the female victims state that it took police four years to arrest gang and the police who failed them did not get any type disciplined (BBC News,2015). This shows the police officers’ actions to the case and not wanting to label the gang as rapists backfired on them as it resulted in some officers going under investigation for failing to meet police standards. 
[bookmark: _Hlk33609732][bookmark: _Hlk34052881]There were many opportunities for the police force with dealing with this case; The police, social services and the CPS could of have stopped it from happening, A person for Manchester Police defend by saying many of the of female victims did not know they were actually victims at the time. The cps was to blame for handling the child sexual exploitation in the early stages back in 2008 where they have many opportunities. The social services were to blame about not dealing with organisational of child where more at risk from being sexual abused. Doctors were also at blame for not sharing information with the police and other services as they could spot earlier signs of any sexual abuse (BBC News,2013). This shows that each service was to blame had many opportunities to stop the female victims from being abused by gang of men; they also had the prospects to share information with each other which could help the police to label the men. 
The threats the police faced when dealing with the aftermath of the victims being labelled as raped victims, one of victims in an interview with BBC said she moved to a new house out of the area, she could not leave the house after the incident. This shows the police at the time now had to deal with the females who maybe have suicide thoughts because they have been label by the public; the female who was interviewed by the BBC news is aiming to help other females who were groomed in past and wanting become a social worker as well (BBC News,2012).  
[bookmark: _Hlk33273863]Strain theory is a criminology theory introduce by Robert Merton in the 1938 which explains how an offender becomes an offenders; Robert Merton believed that the amount of deviance in community depended if the community ever provide adequate means for that person to achieve their goal in life, for example people are told to make money and to do that people need to have a good education to archive their goal and once a person has reached one their goals the term Conformity is then used (Paterson,Pollock,2011). 
The second part of the  theory is known as Innovation this where the person isn’t able to have a good education because their community did not provide a good enough one; the person will turn their into crime to be able to reach on of their goals, the crime can take many different forms; for example it could burglary to an organised crime like the Mafia (Bryant,Jary,2011). The third section of Robert Merton theory was that people who may be from not a great background but didn’t care about making money from doing crime e.g. they want to follow the rules of society are known as Ritualism because person doesn’t want be deviance to society ,however also there was never side to this people who drop everything and don’t care about things this known as Retreatism (Sealock,2017).  Robert Merton believed that those type of people just drop out of society and have rejected both conventional means and the goals on which society is based off this type of people tend to be people who are addicted to drugs and alcohol as way to escape from the goals and means; however under this sections there is subsection called Rebellion this where person is still rejection of goals and means in society context but they themselves have set new goals according to their new means an example of this could be people who don’t want any finance means but instead would like addiction from their peers (Agnew,Brezina,2019).
The strength of the Strain theory is community able to help offender with rehabilitation to for example an offender who may come into the prison system may not have the best education which in the Robert Merton would say they were in the innovation section as they did not have good education and have commit crime for their own means; once the offender in prison, they can take many forms of rehabilitation an example is the offender “Training and supported employment service” this programme aims to help people with their education, improving their maths, English and help them build their CV before they leave the prison system; this will hopefully help them to find a job within the community (The Highland Council,2020). The shows how the prison system is trying to help offenders to go back to community and to go under the Robert Merton term of Conformity where they have able to make money and do not do any type of crime. 
The weakness of the Strain theory is that it does not forces on the high or middle classes of society for example would be Jimmy Savile was well known tv star (host of Top of the pops);  he was known for raising money for charities around £40 million many people loved Jimmy Savile and the image showed of being a caring person. However, in his death back in 2011 the true story of Jimmy Savile came out showing he had sex with underage girls and boys when he was at perk of his care. Some of his victims did make complaints to the police and other services but because of Jimmy Savile high status the victims were ignored as BBC, police and other services did not believed Saint Jimmy a nickname given to him would not do such thing like that (BBC News,2016). This a good example of how people in higher classes and shows the weakness of the Strain theory just because people do well in life compared to other people does not mean they are to commit deviance behaviour in the society.   
A Morden case that will be linked with the Strain theory will be the currently issues in the UK capital London where more and more young teenage/adults are carrying knives on them and how the police are dealing with this issues and how does Strain theory links with police. 
The strength of the Met police with dealing with Knife Crime is the Met police are able to group areas in London, for example South West London, North West London, East London and some other places too (Met Police,2019). This means the Met police have group key areas of London where knife crime is at it highest and will put all their resources to those areas for example Met police officers have sent over to do more stop and searches in those neighbourhoods and also another the way the Met police deal with crime is to work with other organisation fir example the Met police are working with “Free Knife” which is charity that aims to help young children and adults with sports activities (Free Knifre,2019). Looking at this as police toolkit way this works for the Police as keeps young children and adults off the streets doing something and if person did offend in first place there is a 29% chance they would reoffend (College of Policing,2019).  In Strain theory views this shows that the police and other servicers are tying ensure that young people do not offend, so the police and services making sure people who might be at risk because there in the Innovation groups police and services making sure they become in Conformity section e.g. they have goals in life they might be good at a sport or hobbies this will l turn them not to do any type of crime especially knife crime. 
The weakness of knife crime when linked with strain theory is not really be blamed on the Met police but however the blame of the should go towards  current government who are in power the Conservative party during their 10 years of power the government they have cut more than 22,000 police officers (BBC News,2019). this means that their now less police officers on the streets around the UK but especially in the streets of London while also cutting back on  services the government have also cut down on youth services which key areas where youth could hang out after school hours from  2011 till 2019 there was 46% cut in the youth service which has resulted in 560 youth workers losing their jobs , 234 youth activities centres in London to close down (Hancox,2019). because of the cuts many people who come from poor areas of London are not able to reach their goals and the services that tried to help them are unable to help because of the cuts which has now resulted in the young people to join gangs as they see it easy to make money. 
[bookmark: _Hlk33611438][bookmark: _Hlk33885139]The opportunities the police have use reduce knife crime are to work with multiple organised to deal with this issue; in a report in  (2019) from the College of Policing called “Knife Crime”  it suggest that the Met Police work with different services such as social services and the NHS, when all multiagency work together it will reduce work load for the police and information will be able to be shared on the offender and also be able to re-educate the offender. Why this is linked to Strain Theory because a person from the Innovation section who could be arrested or is trying to leave a gang could be re- educate by social services this gives the offender a second chance and to be moved into the Conformity or the Retreatism section where there are happy. 
The threats the Police face with dealing knife crime is more budgets cuts happing to the police services, which means more less resource for the police services. In the Guardian news article back in 2019 top five police attacked the Tory Party for years of cuts to the police services as left the resources at a low level and many people don’t think the police are up to standard, one officers said the UK is now becoming a lawless country (Dodd,2019). However, Boris Johnson said the party will now give more resources to police e.g. 20,000 officers for the police servicers and more funding around £7.5 million as well (Home Office,2019). One senior police officer said you cannot just throw money and recruit more officers to deal with high rising level of crime he also added the need more resource and the right equipment deal with Morden day crime (Dearden,2020). The reason this is a threat and linked with strain theory is because if the government make more cuts to the police and other services which aim to deal  with people from difficult background more likely commit crime if the cuts do happen more crime could happen especially knife crime which its highest levels within years there was around 44,000 cases in 2019 (BBC News,2019). The more resource cuts mean knife crime as people from people from background could see knife crime as mean of making money e.g. mugging people at knife point which has been linked with knife crime there was 11% increase with robbery with knifes (Office of Statices,2019). 
Both theories do link with each for example labelling from Dürkheim and Becker and the strain some way linked to each other; with strain theory its classes people into groups of society e.g., this linked with labelling theory as people have labelling into groups of societies. This one of the main reasons why strain and labelling theory. Another way both theories are linked together both their weaknesses is both brand people into groups in some classes is bad for modern day world as it seems a judgementally view in today’s world.
In conclusion, the both theories do work well for the police services but however only for analyst’s way for example as mentioned before the strain theory works well for to group areas where crime is happening in the city, town or village. Whilst the Labelling theory is benefitting the police services after a person reoffends in the past as mentioned the police will have their details of the person is kept on a database. The only downside of the theories is that people become labelled which as mentored again can see the police services as judgement an example could be the Met police are been well known for labelling ethic groups are labelled as criminals and always been stop and search e.g. black people are 40 more likely times in article explains how black are being targeted by Met police officers in London (Townsend,2019). This backs ups why the labelling theory and the Strain theory are shouldn’t be used in Morden day policing. 
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