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On this assignment we will discuss an important topic about anti-social behaviour, with this, we will examine on “how crime and anti-social behaviour, affects local communities”, this topic when it comes to Policing, is very important as the Police is in charge of protecting and policing the public, the public though have perceptions about he police as events happen, and the opinions change in certain cases for the worse, and even though it might happen in one country like we have seen the cases of George Floyd in the United States, it affects too as well the Police worldwide, as the Police have a general image worldwide that represent public security and it’s funding comes by the respective governments of all the countries through tax payers, an image of the police that is damaged through mistakes done by the police leads it to anti-social behaviour affecting all the communities, as the public too expects a certain professional behaviour from the police, and if that behaviour isn’t being carried out by officers dealing with situations in the public it means the public opinion about the police becomes negative, it also means the police must work to rebuild its image, but if extreme violent cases, or unprofessionalism from the part of the Police, is happening either in the United States, UK and Europe, even worldwide, then the police will always have to keep working to build a respectful opinion from the public, which isn’t easy to persuade to change, through services within the police like for examples the officers who are in charge of supporting the community without powers of arrest, who watch over how are members of the public dealing with their lives, what they can do to help, if there is any vital information they wish to share, actions that can make the public build a good relationship with the Police.
To examine cases that happened in these recent years either during or after covid-19, cases that it can be explored due to many of situations have happened involving the Police and public anti-social behaviour, the material to talk about is immersive, but before talking about a specific case, we should understand what makes the public behave in an anti-social behaviour manner? In communities, anti-social behaviour as always been a social factor not just from our modern times, ASB has been within the public since always in humanity, especially in big cities and towns, this citation makes us understand what is to live in community and social behaviour, it says “The importance of the notion of community is that it defines the relationship between ourselves as individuals but between people and the society in which they live, one that is based on responsibilities as well as rights and obligations as well as entitlements. Self-respect is in part derived from respect from other people” – Tony Blair, Wellingborough, 19 February 1993.
This makes us understand, that anti-social behaviour between communities is about how communities interact with each other, and as anti-social behaviour being negative, we should explore then how anti-social behaviour is developed, amongst communities, let’s take an example in a big city and capital like London which is well diverse, where communities are mixed together across the centre and the suburbs.
The crime statistics of London antisocial behaviour (source on the reference list) says that “the annual crime rate in London is 29.4, reported per annum per 1000k workday people” – Plumplot, February 2023 
In this source we can also observe a map as well, with the areas highlighting the statistics of antisocial behaviour in London, areas that are more affected by ASB others where it’s less affected, these statistics makes us understand that the Metropolitan Police is constantly dealing with all the community’s problems, these problems not only come from crime, it’s also due to lack of social care and the great consume of alcohol, looking at the alcohol statistics, it is reported that in London 
“Alcohol related harm accounts of 35% of all attendances and emergencies and up to 75% of all peak times over week ends. Alcohol is also the cause with traffic incidents and pedestrian injuries and fatalities” – London.gov.uk, date unknown
This statistic proves the fact, that through the mass consuming of alcohol, a lot of problems in the general community are generated. Police forces all across the UK promote campaigns and operations, speaking about the consuming of alcohol and driving or advertising care for the public, reminding the causes of alcohol and it’s abuse of the substance, whether it’s effective or not, what is important is the fact that the police shows care for the public, by taking a look at South Wales Police’s “early kick off for festive drink and drug driving campaign” in November, so in report it’s stated that “Following a difficult couple of years people will rightly be looking to enjoy themselves this Christmas. The police are keen that everyone has a safe and enjoyable World Cup, Christmas and New Year”, furthermore it says also that “We are reminding members of the public that getting behind the wheel while under the influence can have dire consequences” – South Wales Police, the November 29 2022 at 14:46. We can also investigate too the other cause of why there is antisocial behaviour amongst communities in the United Kingdom, the Guardian newspaper wrote that “Antisocial behaviour is being ignored by the authorities despite the severe impact it has on the lives of victims according to a report.
[bookmark: _Hlk126578514][bookmark: _Hlk126584112]People persistently targeted perpetrators are left to suffer amid shortcomings in the response by the police and councils it has been claimed”. – The Guardian, Tuesday 30th April, 2019 at 10:43. Of course we have to consider that ASB in other countries like the United States, which is a different system and also a much wider and large country, ASB behaviour are then way much higher, but for a much smaller country like the United Kingdom the statistics according to the source as previous documented above, it’s quite high as well, inflicting obviously bigger places, but let’s look at other statistics that show us for example more recent proof on how antisocial behaviour cases in UK where it have made the Police forces in all the country record about 1.8 million incidents of antisocial behaviour, this source coming from the Office of National Statistics, we can cite that “The Police recorded 1.8 million cases of ASB in the year ending June 2021. Following decreases over the past 10 years, this was an increase of 7% compared with the yar ending June 2020. The largest increase was seen in January March 2021, with incidents up to 46% compared with January March 2020.” – Office for National Statistics, 4th of November 2021. This source obviously makes reference during the covid pandemic which according to these statistics and the media a lot of the rules placed by the Government in England and Wales, were breached by the public.
[bookmark: _Hlk126603172]We also should look at antisocial behaviour amongst the youth members of the public, as youth is at most in risk of antisocial behaviour, a research made in 2014 by the University of Cambridge states that: “Research reveals disconnect between what adults and young people interpret as anti-social behaviour, 40% of adults see young people gathering in public as ASB. This study compares directly teenage perceptions of ASB adults” – University of Cambridge, 24 January 2014.
[bookmark: _Hlk126604748][bookmark: _Hlk126604930]This makes us understand that it is worrying that young people, teenagers from their 13 to 18 years old that have left education without qualifications and no support from the respective councils in the areas they living often face issues like getting a job that pays them well or the fact they haven’t found a vocation to fill the gaps of their CV’s and giving them a future to prosper, these are issues that might lead them to antisocial activities, which include joining in organized crime or gangs, in Schwartz (1999), mentioned through this citation says: “The most striking cultural and behavioural change today is the adaptation of young people to the materialist consumer society they live”- Anti-social behaviour and welfare in a de-civilised society, Chapter 3 , Disorderly Behaviour and underclass culture: the emergence of the “chav” and “Neet” generation, John J. Rodger, 2012. So, according to this source we can identify that the problem also relies upon the chav culture, which associates itself with crime and disorder amongst the youth who’s affected by antisocial behaviour.
[bookmark: _Hlk126605523]According as well from the College of Policing, “the British Government has published an enforced guidance for local agencies. It relates to Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing act of 2014, and it also provides local authorities have powers to respond to anti-social behaviour, while making sure victims are able to have a say on the way complaints are dealt with.” – College of Policing, Published on the 30 March 2021
[bookmark: _Hlk126606536]Though, there are anti-social behaviour prevention methods in practice by the British Government, that also offers a variety of programs to help the young people, this to say it also says that some programs do not work, or are less effective, in another article it states that: “Interventions focused primarily on coercion or control or surveillance deterrence of discipline, Military-style boot camps, Individual counselling, Community service programs, Short-term non-residential training programs, summer jobs or subsidised work programmes ,Any programme that groups high risk young people together in the absence of structured programmes that is associated with high levels of delinquency” – Prevention and Reduction, Andy Ross, Kathryn Duckworth, David.J Smith, Gill Wyness and Ingrid Schoon, May 2011 – Prevention and reduction, strategies for intervening early to prevent or reduce youth crime, by Andy Ross, Kathryn Duckworth, David J. Smith, Gil Wyness, Ingrid Schoon, May 2011. 
There is also another point to discuss, it is important that in modern era be aware of the issues with social media and ASB, which involves population in general both young and mature, with the rise of social media and the internet, many networks have developed , platforms like Facebook, Twitter Reddit, or Instagram, are platforms used by users to communicate across the globe, involving all types of discussions and opinions shared by many of the people who have signed up for it, this is where we can analyse the fact the antisocial behaviour becomes more frequent, due to the cultural clash of all the communities, in the “Abstract” of this source says, highlighted that “The following behaviours are regarded as antisocial internet behaviour: The use of internet to carry out illegal activities, for example selling false products or to send offensive pornographic material, the use of internet to bully others (cyberbullying), by making statements against  certain person, the use of internet to cheat on others and as well the use of internet to practice illegal gambling” -  National Library of Medicine, Scientific World Journal, published the 3rd Of November 2011.
[bookmark: _Hlk126946452][bookmark: _Hlk126947276]We can now proceed to talk about the George Floyd situation that happened in United States, and the negative impact it had worldwide transforming the public opinion of the Police to the worse that it has ever been in years, to explain better the situation, according to BBC News the situation developed when “ 46 year old bought cigarettes on a convenience store in South Minneapolis on the 25 May 2020, the shop assistant there believing Floyd had used a fake dollar bill, called the police after Floyd refused to return the cigarettes. The officers arrived at the scene and arrested him, it was when they tried to put him in the police car that he resisted. The struggle ended with Floyd’s face down on the floor, while Derek Chauvin placed his left knee or Floyd’s neck for long, Floyd repeatedly said he couldn’t breathe, Floyd was pronounced dead in hospital an hour after” – BBC News, 24 May 2021. Protests in Minneapolis broke out moments later, the public protesting against “police brutality” ended up in a great violent impact, at a point the Riot Police and the National Guard was involved, as it was all over the news and direct on TV, people witnessed the massive antisocial behaviour it developed, where looting business and criminal behaviour installed chaos amongst the protestors, the link displayed in the reference is listed with a video about the protests, reported by NBC News, show us the situation, after watching it, we can realize the impact it made, when watching the scenes we can see that the joint communities in U.S clashed, the victims turn out to be not just George Floyd but the victims of business looting, so “On that May 27 protests over police brutality and the killing of George Floyd, a video went viral of people looting Target, in Floyd’s home city Minneapolis. The images of haphazardly cleared isles, broken windows and also citizens seemingly walking away with merchandise became the focus on how it turned violent” – There isn’t a simple story about looting, Terry Nguyen, 2 June 2020 at 1:40 pm. While an extra source to add to this victim point of  view, from the part of business owners in Minneapolis, speaks about on how the “City’s residents and small business owners that serve them are still reeling from the fallout” - Chauncey Alcorn CNN Business, updated 11:32 AM, Tuesday 25 May 2021.
With this situation positively the Police reforms in U.S were made by the government it shows us an effective and appropriate action, this citation from CNN news says: 
[bookmark: _Hlk126948431]“On Monday, democrats unveiled a sweeping Police reform bill in response to protests. And by Tuesday congressional Republicans said they will introduce their own reform proposals. Republican Leader has said that he will be open to support some provisions in the Democrat’s side including linking Police training to federal funds making it easier to remove officers who are accused of misconduct, preventing them to go from state to state to escape judgement” – CNN News, Abby Philips, updated article at 19:32, 9th of June 2020, another link joined with this source in the reference list proves that the Reforms were approved and are in place since 2021, in the UK talks about the same were made to further train police officers to deal better to avoid this situation but no actual reform was made, as no record seem to be found about it.
To conclude this assignment with two great points to discuss, we should mention that, after the trust broke between the public and the Police, it is very well the case, that even though the image of the Police as public service is damaged because of misconducts in the U.S but also in the UK with cases like the Sarah Everard, and with more misconducts happening, makes us realize that the impact that has, and as other cases come up, gaining the trust from the communities has been a challenge hard to get , in Britain, a statistic that mentions highlighted that the trust the public had with the police in the year 2022 (last year) says “ The number of Britons saying the police are doing a good job has fallen from 75% to 53% in two years” - Isabelle Kirk, published the 15 March 2022 at 9:25 AM. In The future only time can tell, but it’s known the Police in UK keeps taking care of the public by their campaign and the services provided by PCSO’s, regular officers, Special Constables, and people behind the scenes in Police offices, in joint with social services like the council associations and charities and funding from the government, this national co operation prevents and responds to ASB in communities.
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