
Ramesses I and his representation among the Hieroglyphics
During Ancient Egypt, Egyptians mummified their rulers who have passed away as they believed the body was the “home” for the spirit. Ancient Egyptians went through a long and precise process of preparing deceived bodies of their relatives and rulers before being wrapped in linen and placed in their tombs. It would seem that Ancient Egyptians had their own beliefs of the afterlife. In this essay I will be looking specifically at Ramses I and his representation within the Hieroglyphics. I shall be looking at the different aspects he’s depicted in, life after death and rulers ascending into the afterlife according to Ancient Egyptians.
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Description automatically generated]To give some insight as to who Ramesses I was back in Ancient Egypt he was the founder of the 19th dynasty, it was also the most successful. Ramesses’ tomb, known as KV16 was discovered by Belzoni in 1817 located in the Valley of the Kings, opposite of Horemheb. His reign was short lived as it lasted only 2 years, the specific dates are unclear but are estimated to be 1292-1920 B.C yet a common date citation is 1295-1294 BC.

Ramesses’ tomb has been preserved well with not many signs of decay. The tomb is smaller compared to other tombs of ancient rulers as his reign was short, so his chamber wasn’t fully complete which also made it a challenge for his servants to complete the hieroglyphics. 
As we look at the right wall of the tomb entry, Ramesses is shown to have begun his journey into the afterlife. Ma’at, goddess of truth, harmony, and justice, who is also the daughter of the almighty god Ra, greets the king and appears to look like a spiritual guide for Ramesses. Ma’at seems to assess the king in the first part of his judgment before directing him to the correct path to Osiris for the final judgment. On the wall, part of the inscription says "Protection, life, stability, strength and an ever joyous heart are all around her" which describes the duty of deity, they look like adjectives.
Ramesses is shown almost like a “wondering soul” as he doesn’t know what he should do, he is greeted by Ma’at, followed by Nefertum, a flower transformed into diety during the creation of time, which gives Ramesses insight. The appearance of Nefertum may be deliberate by the servants to show that Ramesses started of from a “seed” as well, blooming and becoming a king. The text can be referred back to Ramesses and what sort of contribution he made to Ancient Egypt. A reference to Ramesses could be made from a small part of hieroglyphics which reads “you have your magic, Isis; the amulet which is the protection of this Great God, that represses the one who causes him wrong". The resemblance between the diety and the king is that despite his short rule, with all the high status he achieved, may appear as though his existence may have been insignificant, at least at the start. 
Later on, we see Ramesses on his way to the afterlife, we see the interactions he makes with the deities which presumably is what Ancient Egyptians thought happens when you pass away. It appears that they were influenced by their beliefs in so many gods that they built an idea of a journey. With Ramesses, we can see that they pay respect to him despite his short reign, paint him in a positive light, being respectful of obedient, this can link to his previous life before he ascended the throne and his contributions as he was non royal and fulfilled Horemheb’s last wish which was to carry on the monarchy. A hypothesis can be made which can relate back to a previous point made is the lack of his contribution as a king, all thanks to his short reign. But thanks to Ramesses, his reign aided the construction and completion of the second pylon and the vestibule located in the Karnak which is the temple of the national god named Amon. So, if the Ancient Egyptians did in fact think of Ramesses as insignificant it should be noted that the temple later became the largest temple built in Egypt and is a remarkable representation of the Egyptian hierarchy. 

On the left walls on Ramesses’ tomb, we can see the king’s continued journey into the afterlife, Ma’at still with him, what we see next is the deceased king in front of Ptah, worshipping the deity. It would appear that Ramesses’ subjects wanted to wish the ruler good luck during his ascension. Among the Hieroglyphs, we can see part of text taken from the Book of the Dead. The “spell” written comes from the 82nd Chapter which mentions Ptah and how superior he is. Ramesses seems to pay Ptah respect by following the instructions given, this may represent Ramesses attitude for when he ruled over Egypt. They may have presented Ramesses in a positive light from his contributions before he became a Pharaoh as he served as a high priest whilst being an administrator before his sudden ascension on the throne. His subjects may have admired his bravery for taking over king Horemheb after his passing and beginning a new dynasty in Ancient Egypt. 
If we look at the back wall on the right, we see what the most important and interesting parts of hieroglyphics in Ramesses’ tomb may be. This part focuses on Ramesses before meeting Osiris before he finally moves on to the afterlife. Ramesses is seen on his knees performing a ritual called Henu whilst accompanied by gods Pe and Nekhen. We later see the king standing in front of the God Khepri where we receive an important religious innovation. With one hand, Ramesses presents Khepri with a vase containing ointment with a dedicated gesture of giving four caskets with his other hand, the said caskets contain fabric and clothes. What we can gather from this is that the Ancient Egyptians may have wanted to show gratefulness that Ramesses had.
Ramesses receives authorisation to proceed forward to meet Osiris, this is his last step for his journey into the afterlife. He becomes eternal and that marks the end of king Ramesses. We see here for the last time the king being presented in a humane way before his journey ends, it would appear that his servants wanted to keep the mortal traits in Ramesses till the end. It may be in their belief that this is how the journeys of their deceased ones ascend but could mark some exceptions when it came to rulers, possible drop small hints as to what they were like and how it could affect their judgement. Through these hieroglyphics it can be said that they were created in no way to offend the deceased king, it would appear that he may have been liked by the Ancient Egyptians and wanted to commemorate him, paint him in a positive light.
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