Responsibility – Business/Government/People 
Introduction
“You cannot escape the responsibility of tomorrow by evading it today.” Quote made by Abraham Lincoln.
This quote uttered by Abraham Lincoln, is relevant today. Especially with the knowledge people now have of climate change and the damaging effects it has had over the years and going forward into the future. Climate change is the single biggest problem humanity faces today. Going forward, everybody needs to work together. This includes governments, businesses and society (people). Everybody has a key role to play in fighting climate change and switching to a more sustainable future, which is key to humanity’s survival. Being sustainable as a business, government or people, will bring benefits that were not thought of before. 
Business
For businesses, it can be in the form of good business practices, some of which include, caring more for the environment throughout their supply chain or setting up a foundation that focuses on a sustainable future. Sustainability in business addresses two categories. The first category is “the effect business has on the environment”. (Spiliakos, 2018). The other category is “the effect business has on society”. (Spiliakos, 2018). A company will set up a sustainable business strategy in the hopes of combatting these two categories and turning them into positives for the business. (Spiliakos, 2018). As identified by Spiliakos, if companies fail to assume responsibility “opposites happen, and it can lead to environmental degradation, inequality, and social injustice.” (Spiliakos, 2018). Sustainability is important to businesses as identified above, if done poorly or responsibility is passed over, then consequences will be severe. On the other hand, if sustainability is handled well, it could reverse or even delete those negative effects. Another sustainability trick for businesses is that customers will see a certain business who act or are driving sustainability in their field and be more inclined to purchase goods or services at that business, compared to a business whose aim is solely focused on profit. So, even though business exist to make profit, they could hold on to and even gain more profit in the long-term if they take short-term sustainability driven objectives. 
Stakeholder theory is a take on how business is how all stakeholders will affect a business. All stakeholders are customers, financiers, communities, shareholders and governments. These stakeholders are key in the survival of the business and in order for the business to thrive, they need to be communicated to and opinions taken on board. (Freeman, 2009). So, to link this to sustainability, all shareholders need to be considered when it comes to making changes towards a more sustainable future. With customers, they may have opinions for the business in regard to plastic on their food products, and the dislike when it comes to how much is on their food products. So, customers will communicate the need to make a change, to an alternative or a complete ban on plastics in food use. Governments are another stakeholder, who as the government may set targets for these businesses to hit, in terms of recycling or CO2 reductions. These will then drive the business to make changes in their supply chain, to limit the damage and hit the targets set out by the government. Shareholders are an important stakeholder, as although they would like to see a maximisation in profits from the business, it may be more beneficial if they are seen to lean on a business to be more sustainable for the future. Stakeholder theory is an important part of why businesses should consider all stakeholders in the goal of sustainability, as certain stakeholders will have ideas that the business may not of had or can drive change more quickly than a business who drags their feet.

Shareholder theory was first coined by Milton Friedman in 1970 and set out a theory that the sole purpose of business was to make profits. (Friedman, 1970). “The only social responsibility of business is to use its resources to increase its profits”. (Friedman, 1970). This theory was appropriate thirty years ago, when there wasn’t much interest in climate change but in today’s modern age, this is a definite step backwards. Companies have been following Friedman’s theory since he coined it and even before that, however, this has what has caused the current crisis faced by today’s society, where businesses have dodged the growing issues and only considered profits as a serious goal. This theory by Friedman links to Abraham Lincoln’s quote, as companies have continued to bury their heads in the sand and turn a profit, while the growing threat climate change poses looms large. 
Government
The government is another target in the drive for sustainability. Governments have a role to play in sustainability. They need to look after the people they govern and ensure businesses do business in their country but also do it in a way that does not harm the environment and the people. The UK government has set out a sustainability plan for the future of Britain. The UK government has set out initiatives to combat climate change and these include a “25-year environmental plan, a clean growth strategy and an industrial strategy”. (Gov.uk, 2019). The UK government is producing these plans and strategies as they want to tackle the growing global sustainability issues. “Limiting greenhouse gases, adapting to climate change, minimising waste and enhancing biodiversity”. (Gov.uk, 2019). These are the targets that the UK government is trying to tackle. These goals sit within the UN Sustainable Development Goals and are aimed at providing support towards them and complimenting them, rather than take away from the good work outlined in those sustainable goals. The UN Sustainable Development Goals have been produced to “achieve a better and more sustainable future for all”. (UN, 2019). These target all people and are not limited to a select few. “They address global challenges such as, poverty, inequality, climate change, environmental degradation, peace and justice”. (UN, 2019). As shown above, companies will fail if they pass responsibility off and will cause environmental degradation and inequality. So, businesses should have some form of UN Sustainable Development Goals, forming their sustainability plans or strategies, as these are areas brought up by the UN in their development goals, are aimed at reducing the inequality and environmental degradation caused throughout society. If businesses follow these goals, there is a high guarantee of moving into a reduction in inequality and an overall improvement in the environment. The UK government is committed to meeting the UN Sustainable Development Goals and to do this they will “embed the planned activity in each government department”. (Development, 2019). By planning out each activity and directing it towards meeting the sustainability goals set out by the UN, it makes it easier for the UK government to move forward with a more sustainable framework in mind, than if they decided or did not consider the UN goals. By focusing on the goals, it drives a change towards sustainability being key to everyone in the UK government, and limits bad practice and processes in aiming for sustainability. 
People
People are an important factor in sustainability. It is people who have the loudest voice when it comes to sustainability. Whether customers want a business to act more sustainably or whether people want governments to act on climate change, it is the people who will speak up and ask difficult questions of the people in charge. A movement has started recently called Extinction Rebellion; they are a movement that uses non-violent civil disobedience to halt mass extinction and minimise the risk of social collapse. (XR, 2019). They organise protests against climate change and call on governments to take a stand on climate change and act accordingly. The group started the movement in October 2018, in the UK and ever since, there have been groups springing up all over the world, all in the hope of governments taking a stand on climate change. Extinction Rebellion are a group which has now gained media attention and is a serious voice in the fight against climate change. Another voice in the fight against climate change is Greta Thunberg, who is a Swedish climate activist. In September 2019, she made a speech at the UN Climate Action Summit, where she reprimanded people who do not listen to the science of climate change and are too slow in their approach to tackle it. (YouTube, 2019). In the speech she states, “for more than 30 years the science has been crystal clear”. (YouTube, 2019). Greta here is proving that although the science has proven that climate change is a real problem, if only so far back as 30 years ago, there have still be no real solutions or any attempt at solutions to this crisis. Either the technology has not been there to provide these solutions or there has been a wilful ignorance of the issue. She goes on to say, “the politics and solutions are still nowhere in sight”. (YouTube, 2019). There has been no really progress even though the science was clear 30 years ago. Abraham Lincoln’s quote is never more appropriate than in this moment. Abraham Lincoln’s quote is what has happened in the speech by Greta Thunberg, in that people have ignored the science (i.e. evading it today) and escaped the responsibility of tomorrow (i.e. the impending global temperature increase). The real issue is there has be this climate issue and push back from people, who are desperate to ignore the issue. It is 2019 now and only in recent years has it been really talked about and considered a serious issue. 	

Climate Change 
“Climate change is the long-term shift in average weather patterns across the world”. (Office, 2019). This has happened naturally for millions of years; however, humans are now causing rises in Earth’s temperature, faster than the Earth would do naturally. “Since the 1800s, humans have contributed to the release of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases into the air”. (Office, 2019). By releasing these greenhouse gases, this has been found to cause “global temperatures to rise” (Office, 2019), and has cause changes in the climate of the Earth. While burning fossil fuels will produce energy that humans need to use, it has consequences in the form of greenhouse gases. These have built up in the atmosphere over time and by staying in the atmosphere, they “trap heat from the sun and cause the earth to warm”. (Office, 2019). Climate change is the single biggest threat facing humanity today and evidence shows that greenhouse gases are the leading cause of increased temperatures worldwide. (Office, 2019). Although there are greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, which keep the atmosphere warm and not a cold, harsh climate, the level now currently produced and predicted to be produced, is not keeping the climate at a normal level, it is causing the Earth to heat up more than expected. (Office, 2019). If the Earth and its people want to avoid the worst effects of climate change they need to “cut greenhouse gas emissions and switch to renewable energy sources”. (Office, 2019). They need to also “use land more sustainably and extract carbon dioxide from the air”. (Office, 2019). These are the only options to avoid catastrophe and life on Earth changing for the worst. 
In 2015, at the United Nations Climate Conference, countries came together and agreed to fight climate change and with the inevitability of the Earth warming, regardless of what temperature countries agreed to limit it to, the conference members also stated they have to adapt to the effects of climate change. (Nations, 2018). The Paris Climate Conference’s aim was to agree to “keep the global temperature below a 2 degree Celsius rise”. (Nations, 2018). The Paris agreement was focused on a 1.5 degree Celsius – 2 degree Celsius rise, that is the best option for the Earth, however, if the people of Earth continue to “burn fossil fuels and cut down forests at the same rate”, (Office, 2019), then the planet will hit a 4 degree Celsius rise by 2100, this is the worst case scenario and is avoidable if there are significant changes made now, to stop the inevitable. 
In 1988, the United Nations and the World Meteorological Organisation set up The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. (IPCC, 2019). The IPCC provides scientific feedback to governments about climate change, the risks of it, and options to adapt to climate change. (IPCC, 2019). 


The Zero Waste Lifestyle
People are now starting to join or make movements towards a more sustainable world. One movement which is important in achieving sustainability, is a movement/lifestyle called Zero Waste. “Zero Waste is a movement to reduce the amount one consumes and throws away”. (O'Connor, 2018). This lifestyle is all about sustainability and moving the focus away from non-recyclable, single use products, and moving the lifestyle towards a reusable, sustainable lifestyle. The Zero Waste lifestyle “prevents resource extraction, reduces landfills, reduces pollution”. (O'Connor, 2018). Although it is a big change for people to undertake, the small steps that people take towards this lifestyle, will have a monumental impact on reducing pollution and waste in the atmosphere. It is not an easy lifestyle choice to make and nobody will ever be completely zero waste free, but the little things will add up to big changes. Some small but important changes include “buying second hand, sharing what you can, packing your own lunch”. (O'Connor, 2018). Although it may not appeal to all people, it has to be necessary for the future of the planet and its survival. 
Some tips for living a Zero Waste lifestyle include: 
· Refusing what we do not need;
· Reducing what we use;
· Reusing and using until it no longer works;
· Repairing what we can;
· Recycling only when all options have been exhausted.
(O'Connor, 2018). 
These tips are vital to achieving a Zero Waste lifestyle and show people that it is possible in some degree, to become Zero Waste. Refusing products like plastic straws, which are sometimes non-recyclable and can not be passed onto another person, is step one of the bullet points. Reducing what people use, e.g. when it comes to food or the clothes they purchase, will help to limit waste. Reusing clothes until they fall apart, is much more beneficial for the planet than purchasing the latest fashion trends. As new clothes use a lot of materials and produce a lot of CO2 to make. Once the clothes have been used to their limit or a washing machine for example, there is the option to repair it and keep it running, instead of purchasing a new product. If all other options have been exhausted, then recycling is an option, as it allows materials to be made into new products for another person to use for a long time. 
Another website has spoken about Zero Waste and hopes for a future where are resources are able to be reused again, not taken from the earth and not be able to be replaced. (Kellogg, 2019). Following on from this website is a day in the calendar called Earth Overshoot Day. Earth Overshoot Day is a day in the calendar which marks a day in the year, as the day that Earth’s resources have been used more than can possibly be reproduced by the Earth. (Network, 2019). Each year, year on year, the date gets closer and closer to January 1st, which means that if that point is reached, the Earth will not be able to reproduce any resources, and Earth will be running a deficit of resources. 
The idea of Zero Waste is complicated as people can never truly be waste free but it is beneficial as there will be a significant reduction is waste and it will surprise people, how much they were using and throwing away before making the switch to Zero Waste. A small step will make a difference and that is all it takes. 
Supermarkets and Plastic
Supermarkets and plastic go hand in hand. “Plastic is used to protect food from damage, it helps it last longer and it makes food visually appealing”. (Crowe, 2019). In this case, if plastic was not used, there would be damaged food and the food would not last as long, however, plastic is causing a significant problem and there needs to be rethink on how food can be packaged, while still keeping it free from damage and kept fresh. Shops need to switch to alternatives from single-use plastics, towards a more eco-friendly alternative, whether that be asking customers to bring in their own reusable containers, offering reusable carrier bags, having food loose and not contained in plastic, all these are viable alternatives to the plastic problem in supermarkets. “Supermarkets are flooding the planet with 810,000 of single-use plastics every year”. (Cockburn, 2018). While they are flooding the planet with all this plastic, this also is in addition to “1.1 billion single use bags, 958 million bags for life, 1.2 billion plastic bags for fruit and vegetables”. (Cockburn, 2018). The scale of the plastic problem can be laid bare with these figures and it shows how scary the reliance on plastic is. The reliance on plastic must be switched to a reliance on viable eco-friendly alternatives and it needs to change within a quick timeframe. With plastic in supermarkets, there is also the need to dispose of this waste once it has been used, this is when the problem of plastic getting into the environment occurs. This occurs through “improper disposal or by degrading into microplastics”. (Crowe, 2019). Microplastics are now being found in “fish that is bound for human consumption”. (Society, 2019). So, humans have produced plastics, which break down into microplastics and are consumed by fish in the food chain and then consumed by humans through the fish they eat, which means that humans are consuming the plastics they produced at the start of the cycle. 
There is a new initiative which is called the UK Plastics Pact. The UK Plastics Pact launched in April 2018. (Crowe, 2019). The pact which is led by Waste and Resources Action Programme has the aim of tackling plastic waste by “bringing together businesses from across the plastic value chain, UK government and NGOs”. (Crowe, 2019). This pact includes “food and drink brands, manufacturers, retailers and plastic reprocessors”. They have aimed to hit targets set by 2025. These include:
· Eliminate problematic or unnecessary single-use plastic packaging through redesign, innovation or alternative delivery models;
· 100% of plastic packaging to be reusable, recyclable or compostable;
· 70% of plastic packaging effectively recycled or composted;
· 30% average recycled content across all plastic packaging.
(Crowe, 2019). 
These targets are necessary to help solve the current plastic problem harming the Earth. Single-use plastic should not be used if there are reusable options available. There should be easier to understand recycling labels and a standardised packaging, for all supermarkets, which makes it easier for customers to recycle, regardless of what store they shop in. Plastic should also be able to be made to break down, in microplastics, but biodegradable microplastics, not the current microplastics that harm the oceans. 
Conclusion 
In conclusion to this essay, we shall first focus on business and what they need to do in terms of sustainability. 
Businesses need to have strategies that put sustainability in every corner of their plans, making it top priority going forward. They need to consider what effect the business is having on the environment and look to rectify any past transgressions, with a drive towards a better understanding of their negative effects on the environment and a push towards zero waste and zero carbon produced by themselves and their supply chain. Businesses in today’s world can be made more profitable, which according to Friedman, is all they need to do, if they actually are seen by customers to be sustainable. Being a non-sustainable business will actually hurt the business as customers know have an understanding of the negative effect’s businesses have had on the environment. 
The next step in this wheel of sustainability will be governments.
Governments need to set out ambitious targets in relation to pollution, plastic and the environment and be the spearhead for businesses to take notice and take a stand against their poor business choices in the past. Governments need to work together with businesses and people to approach a broad conversation in the hopes of finding solutions to the mess that the Earth finds itself in. By challenging the problem head-on and facing the difficult questions posed by its citizens, governments can lead the change towards a sustainable future for all. 
The third and final sustainability opportunity are people. 
People need to make small changes in their everyday lives, which will benefit them and benefit the planet in the long-term. There are alternatives to the single-use plastics that are used and thrown away everyday by people. Namely a Zero Waste lifestyle, which eliminates the need on single-use plastics and focuses more on reducing, reusing, and recycling. People need to challenge supermarkets on plastics which can not be recycled or are specifically designed for a one time use only. People also need to call on the government to step up and be the voice of the people on these issues. 
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