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Biography of David John Reginald (Rees) Davies

In this essay I am going to be writing about the ex-Lampeter student and World War 1 veteran David John Reginald (Rees) Davies. Who is parents were, is school history and his military history.
To start with David John Reginald (Rees) Davies was born on 20th Febuary 1889, in Gilfynydd, Glamorgan. He lived in Goitre-Isaf with his parents David Rees Griffiths and Jane Griffiths who were farmers in the area. (West Wales War Memorial Project, 2018) 
At the age of 13/14 David joined Lampeter college school in 1903, and spent his time there until 1909. (sds 1/1) From going through the S.D.C school bill sheets sds 1/1 you can see what sorts of activities he gets up to during his school time. In the Easter 1904 term/break there is a £1 charge for local, what this is I do not know nor could I find out. The same goes for the Easter 1905 term/break, this may have been some sort of local Easter activity. From the midsummer term of 1906 David starts making payments for the rifle club, this would coincide with his 18th birthday, and takes this up until he leaves the school. In the Michaelmas 1906 term David didn’t pay his fees for whatever reason, none was given in the bills book, however in the lent 1907 term the £3 5s arrears from the previous term were paid in full. (sds 1/1) After the midsummer 1907 term it appears that David leaves for a year returning in the 1909 lent term re-joining the rifle club and paying £1 in tuition fees. David leaves after the school in after the midsummer 1909 term with £1 5s arrears, there is no evidence that they were paid. (sds 1/1) 
After David left the school he joined St Davids College, on the 14th October 1909, to study a B.A. degree III class. Student number 2295. (A/18) David was a resident at the college campus for the Michaelmas 1909, lent 1910, Easter 1910, Michaelmas 1910 and lent 1911 terms. (BUR/28/7) After lent 1911 there is no record of David studying at the college any longer, this is because he had to forfeit his term. In the minute book C/1/7 under the date March 21st 1911 it reads “for absence from several courses was ordered to lose his term.” Whether this means that he was suspended for the term or fully expelled from the college it is unclear, what we do know is that he is no longer a student. However from the beer book SD/3 we know that David continued to eat and drink for a couple more months after he was suspended/expelled. Due to Davids short time at St Davids College there is only one exam result recorded for him. That exam result was 462/1000 from the June 1910 exams  for his responsions, essentially the first year examinations to make sure you are suitable to continue education at the extablishment. (A/34/1)
It is after David is suspended/expelled that his history starts to get a lot more interesting. 
In 1911 David John Reginald (Rees) Davies emigrates to Australia to continue his studies. David qualified as a school teacher at an unknown school or college. (West Wales War Memorial Project, 2018) David spends a few years in Australia presumably teaching using his newly acquired qualification, and enlists in the Australian Armed forces on the 28th October 1914, in Liverpool, New South Wales. (West Wales War Memorial Project, 2018) After completing training David joins the 2nd reinforcements for the 3rd battalion aboard the HMAT Seang Bee on the 11th Febuary 1915 on a journey from Sydney to Egypt. (West Wales War Memorial Project, 2018) (Dublin Fusiliers, ND)
On the 7th May 1915 David alongside his battalion go to Gallipoli, where David joins the 1st brigade, 1st ANZAC division of Anzac Cove. (West Wales War Memorial Project, 2018)
David John Reginald (Rees) Davies was fighting in the trenchs for a month before he became very ill and was transferred to a hospital at Lemnos to recover. (West Wales War Memorial Project, 2018) 
After rejoining his battalion for the assault on Line Pine he was shot in the thigh on the 8th August 1915. And was evacuated from Gallipoli aboard the hospital ship SS Dunluce Castle. Unfortunatly David John Reginald (Rees) Davies died from the wound he sustained at Line Pine whilst aboard the boat. (West Wales War Memorial Project, 2018) David died on the 10th August 1915, he was buried at sea. (West Wales War Memorial Project, 2018) I could not find any record of David John Reginald (Rees) Davies having been awarded any medals for his service. 
In this essay I have referred to the gentleman at question as David John Reginald (Rees) Davies, this is because his birth name was David John Rees Davies however he enlisted with the Australian Armed forces under the name David John Reginald Davies. The reason for this is unknown. (West Wales War Memorial Project, 2018) 
David John Reginald (Rees) Davies is recorded on the Lampeter/Llanbedr Pont Steffan war memorial, as David John Rees Davies, as well as on the Line Pine war memorial on Gallipoli, however here is David John Reginald Davies as was his Australian Armed forces enlisted name. (West Wales War Memorial Project, 2018)
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