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Dissertation – Findings and Conclusion 

Title: A study looking at the effect of technological advances upon crime statistics and a decreasing number of burglaries, theft from and of a motor vehicle and theft from a shop offence in England and Wales from 1980 to current time period? 

Introduction
The previous chapter of this dissertation focused upon the analysis of the results and findings that have been discovered as part of the research that has been completed within this project. Looking into the effect of technological advances upon crime statistics and a decreasing number of burglaries, theft from and of a motor vehicle and theft from a shop offences since 1980.  This chapter will look to provide a conclusion regarding the research question and the research results that have been found, as well as highlighting the limitations of the project and identify where further work can be completed to help provide further evidence into the research question. 

Main findings
As stated in the previous section of this dissertation, police recorded crime statistics produced by the Home Office show that from 1960- 1992 the number of theft of a motor vehicle and from a motor vehicle offences generally rose year on year. From 1992 – current time period the number of motor vehicle related theft offences generally decreased year on year. From 1960 – 1992 domestic and non domestic burglary saw a gradual rise in the number of offences, before again gradually decreasing from 1992 to current time period. In relation to theft from a shop, the results show a gradual rise from 1960-2018, before decreasing sharply in 2018-2020. Further exploratory research has found that a number of the technological advancements are likely to have had an impact upon crime statistics, however there is a lack of conclusiveness in the literature available. For example, the introduction of improved locks on doors and windows will undoubtably improve the target hardening of a premises, moreover, it may also take away the motivation of an offender to commit a burglary. But the literature does not conclusively say that this technological advancement has resulted in a decrease in burglaries. The graphs provided previously do show a timeline and positive correlation between the introduction of a technological advancement and the crime statistics. This lack of conclusive results is also shown throughout the other technological advancements that have been identified as potentially causing a change in crime statistics. The only conclusive literature found, is within a report published by the Home Office stating that steering locks and electronic immobilisers have driven down theft of vehicles, because they have made the theft more difficult to complete. (Home Office, 2016, pp.1-12)
However, it is important to consider that whilst the literature currently does not provide conclusive results regarding the research question. The reality is that it may have had some impact upon the statistics, it is however too varied a topic to quantify how much of an impact it has had. 
It could be argued that theft of a shop is the easiest theft to commit as the products are all widely available to the public, they are generally of lower cost, hence the target hardening of these products is less. As retailers continue to weigh up the balance between the cost of their product, the cost of target hardening and of their profits made. 
Moreover, the type of theft offences considered within this dissertation are all considered to be acquisitive volume trigger crimes, where offenders addictions drive their need to commit theft offences in order to fund an addiction. A study into drug users and criminal offences found that of 27,000 acquisitive crimes, shop lifting was found to be the most common offence. (Stewart, Gossop, Marsden and Rolfe, 2000, pp.10-20) This is possibly why theft from a shop does not see any significant decline in its recording, due to its more minor sentencing and the ease of which the crime can be completed. However, the statistics do show a sharp decrease in 2019-2021, however this will undoubtably be due to the COVID 19 pandemic and the widespread closure of shops during this time. 

Limitations 
The biggest limitation of this project has been the sheer volume of the scope of work and the volume of available literature, this having been underestimated. This project has researched 5 different theft offences; theft of a motor vehicle, theft from a motor vehicle, domestic burglary, non-domestic burglary and theft from a shop.  There is a significant amount of data available, related to each of these offences that could not be considered due to time constraints. Therefore, whilst this dissertation has helped to raise awareness that there is potential for technological advancements to have a positive impact upon crime statistics. However, due to the volume of literacy available, more conclusive results may have been obtained by focusing on one or two similar offences, such as theft of and from a motor vehicle etc. By narrowing down the scope of work, it would have allowed freed up more time to allow for further research to have been completed to try come to a more conclusive result. 

Further Research
This dissertation has tried to link crime statistics to an technological advancement to see if the technological improvement has had a positive impact upon the crime statistics, hence affecting the motivation and capability of an offender to carry out a theft offence. Therefore, further research could be done by either speaking to those who have committed multiple theft/burglary offences or initiating a survey to gather their opinions. This data could provide an invaluable insight, into not only the thought process of offenders, but to help identify what products/technological advancements take away the means/motivation of offenders to commit one of the nominated theft offences. Routine activity theory states that in order for a crime to occur there must be three factors present; an offender motivated to commit a crime, a suitable target and the absence of a capable guardian. (Bryant and Bryant, 2019, pp.46-50) Therefore, a technological advancement may not only increase the target hardening but also reduce the motivation and means of the offender to commit a crime. 
Moreover, as criminology is such a wide and varied topic, other political, economic, social, personal upbringing, drug and alcohol abuse factors have not been considered during this dissertation. However, it is important that they are considered within any further research as ultimately changes within crime statistics could be as a result of several of the above factors. Rosenfeld (2009, pp.287-306) states that crime rates fall during times of a booming economy and crime rates increase during a economy down turn. Therefore, it is important to consider such factors in any further analysis to ensure that the scope of work is correct and ethical. 

Conclusion 
To conclude, this dissertation has set out to establish the effect of technological advancements upon police recorded crime statistics for theft of and from a motor vehicle, domestic and non domestic burglary and theft from a shop. The limitations of this dissertation have been the sheer volume of the scope of work and available literature, which may have had an impact upon the lack of conclusive results found within this research. However, due to the complex nature of criminology it is also possible that it is not possible to come to a conclusive result regarding what technological advancements have impact crime recordings. Further potential research around this topic area have also been identified, with the requirement to look into other social, economic and political factors for example. Moreover, an insight into the views of offenders of technological advancements would also help further develop this topic. The further research identified could be used to further qualify the work already done within this dissertation, and to come to a more conclusive result about what technological advancements have had a positive impact upon the level of theft offences. Any further conclusive evidence gathered, can then be used to reach out to manufactures to ensure that they continue to invest in technological advancements that provide better security and target hardening to their products. As ultimately if the harder a product is to steal, the motivation and means of an offender to commit a theft offence will decrease.  
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