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Task 1. The story I decided to read is ‘Dillad Tedi Twt’ my chosen audience is reception year pupils. The main learning objective of the activity relevant to this story is ‘to speak clearly using Welsh words.’ Aiming to provide a learning opportunity for Welsh second language for the pupils. Within my activity I asked the pupils in Welsh what was the weather today, with the aim they are able to look for themselves and tell me in Welsh the weather today. I then asked them to identify, from a set of pictures what items of clothing may they wear for the weather today. As a plenary activity I asked the children if they were able to remember specific types of weather from pictures. I take the approach of communicative language teaching in my activity, aiming to gain communicative competence, although there is writing involved in the task, that is not the main focus. (William, 2013) emphasises the importance of the pedagogy of language. Enthusing the notion that the main point of language is communication and therefore developing it through students engaging and interacting is conclusively an important focus for teachers. The rationale behind my chosen story is mainly due to the age of the pupils, they are used to reading various Tedi Twt books and will continue to read them, so it was a rational decision to read them a book they are familiar with and is the book they are focusing on this term, I also took into account their lack of Welsh knowledge and decided it would be attainable for them to do an activity in relation to the Welsh they are learning this term, I thought it would be beneficial to take their knowledge from the book and apply it to real life. 

Task 2. https://m.youtube.com/watch?feature=youtu.be&v=7Q1VO2_GP_E

Task 3. To reflect on my activity I will begin by mentioning the aspects that from initial reflection I believe have gone well, the pupils undertaking my activity were able to show understanding and therefore participate in the task, this shows that my planning was effective in taking into the account the ability of the pupils, whilst additionally challenging them slightly in their learning, as supported by various scholars including Johnson (2018) who suggests that differentiating learning abilities in teaching allows teachers to present their lessons in ways that equally engage all students at all levels at the same time. My use of resources were I believe helpful to learners, as Shabiralyani, G et al (2015) notes the importance of visual aids, stating that they arouse the interest of learners and allow teachers to explain concepts more clearly, which is exactly my aim of the resources, to provide clear, understandable images to allow for better understanding from pupils and engagement, which is further rationalised by Shabiralyani, G et al (2015) as they note the main use of visuals is to make a task clearer and easier to understand.  I ensured I had differentiated the activity with the use of my resources for pupils, for example, for the lower ability pupils I provided them a letter mat to aid them in finding the correct letter to write down the welsh word or phrase, as some of the pupils are not at the ability of writing letters without assistance yet. However, the higher ability pupils should all be able to write letters without the guidance of the letter sheet, so I ensured I challenged them all to do so. I believe my specific picture resources were helpful to the pupils as I used pictures very similar to those within the Tedi twt book so that they are using the thinking skill ‘apply previous knowledge for the task required’. I monitored the learning environment efficiently by taking the pupils out of the classroom and into the learning area outside as I wanted to ensure they had the correct space to hear what I was saying and for me to be able to understand them and really ensure they have an understanding of the different weather types, and as the pupils shown were higher ability, additionally I challenged them by asking different clothing types also to show differentiation within the task. I felt the learning area in a quieter environment outside of the main classroom was more beneficial for this particular communicative task as inside the classroom there is visual aid that could help them answer my questions, and distractions also. I took responsibility for assessment for learning during this lesson, Harris and Hodges (1995) was a useful source of information, defining assessment of learning as the process of gathering data to identify pupils’ strengths and their weaknesses. This notes that classroom assessments, when done correctly are the most meaningful source of information for teachers to improve effective learning. I based this lesson on my assessments on pupils, I was aware that they were familiar with this specific book from observations of the classroom teacher reading it to the pupils and reading it to the pupils myself, so I acknowledged the level of understanding of various pupils and assessed this through random questioning throughout circle time and carpet time all week by asking the pupils ‘sut mae’r tywydd heddiw?’. I used these assessments to derive a task that would be understandable, yet challenging for the various ability levels within the class. The class management techniques within my lesson aided the outcome of the task in this activity. Jovana Simic (2018) described the impact that class management can have. Stating that effective classroom management can reflect directly on effective student learning. Highlighting specifically my use of positive reinforcement, whereby complimenting the correct use of Welsh throughout the activity not only encouraged the pupil to continue to work but also the other pupils in the activity to want to work too, to receive praise. The learners showed that they met the learning objective in my activity as they were able to identify weather types from visual aids without assistance, they were also able to tell me the weather in their opinion, without looking at a photo, using their previous knowledge of welsh language to apply it to a real-life situation. Not only is this meeting the set learning objective, but it is also moving the learners forward in their learning, as it is progressing from simply recognising weather types from images and stating them, to identifying and applying this knowledge to what they believe the weather may actually be today. What I would analyse however is the lack of success criteria provided for pupils, perhaps this encounters the issue of whether the learners are aware of how to be successful within this task? One may argue, that the level of support and guidance regarding the structure throughout the activity could be seen as a success criterion, only shared as the task moves along rather than at the beginning. Moreover, the age of the pupils must also be argued for this point, as would it really benefit their learning to derive and share a structured success criteria with them at the start of the task, or is it efficient to simply share with them, as I did what we will be undertaking in this short activity and asking them to rely on their knowledge of weather to aid them through it. Additionally, for such an activity as this, whereby the pupils are strongly aware of the notion that weather is the focus of their welsh learning currently, I argue that they already are briefly aware of the success criteria of identifying weather types due to daily practising routines. The relationship between my planning and the effectiveness of the lesson was I believe strong, as Altasan (2016) notes that when approaching learning through communicative language teaching in the classroom it usually is in the form of pair and group work and requires cooperation from all learners and are designed to encourage learner’s confidence in speaking language, welcoming incorrect answers as a means of learning. I took this into account during the preparation of this activity, as well as my own previous knowledge of pupil’s levels, observations and monitoring of learning, as well as incorporating the skills required for pupils. In regards to taking action regarding this task, I would ensure I use more positive reinforcement for the pupils when they correctly answer one of my questions, this is supported by Capel (2010) who suggests that pupils require information regarding their attainment throughout tasks, to challenge them greater and motivate them, he claims it is an integral part of teaching. for example, giving out dojo points to the pupils to encourage more engagement. I could have improved pupils’ motivation and engagement by using the ‘Dewi dragon’ plush toy, I previously modelled this in a welsh circle time and carpet time activity whereby Dewi visits and wants to hear the pupils’ use of Welsh, and you can only speak to Dewi when you are holding him. It previously really motivated the pupils to engage in the lesson and allowed more understanding to be shown from pupils as it was a way of enhancing the participation levels of pupils, this then also allowed for further assessment of learning and monitoring of pupils due to the level of engagement. With the pupils shown in the video they are engaging very well in the task, however for pupils who find it more difficult to engage in tasks then the toy may have helped with this. 
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