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Literary Research Methods & Approaches
1.
The Consultation of Resources and Works of Reference

a. Bibliographical Resources
Aims of the Seminar

· To increase awareness and develop understanding of the kinds of printed bibliographical resource that exist – principally bibliographies, catalogues, and indexes – and the ability to distinguish between them;
· To build and refine understanding of the kinds of information that printed and electronic bibliographical resources contain and thereby to render more effective and directed the consultation of such printed resources;
· To review the results of the consultation of resources and consider the validity of the information they provide;

· In general, to encourage reflective thought about one’s own research methods and skills.
The aims of the seminar are to be achieved through the practical handling and use of examples of the variety of bibliographical resource under consideration in the seminar, and by relating the discoveries thereby made to the broader knowledge, analysis and categorisation provided by this seminar document and by further reading.

1.

Exercise on Bibliographical Entries

This exercise should be undertaken either in the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives (RBLA) Reading Room, on the Lampeter campus of UWTSD, or in another university library or the reference section of a public library. If you are undertaking the exercise anywhere but the RBLA Reading Room you will need to search the library catalogue for examples of each kind of printed bibliographical resource in the list below. Please note that the exercise requires you to use printed resources, not electronic ones. With so much information now available on the Internet, the use of printed (hard-copy) reference material within a library environment is declining. But for some areas, printed resources are still the best, either because there is no electronic version available, or the electronic version is not freely available on the web, or because of other considerations such as accuracy, range of the resources, or comprehensiveness of coverage. In the next seminar we shall examine a range of electronic bibliographical resources.
Select a range of printed bibliographical resources, including at least one of as many of the following as possible:
· Bibliography
· Classified Bibliography
· Annotated Bibliography
· Source-List
· Catalogue
· Short Title Catalogue
· Catalogue of Manuscripts
· Census
· Summary Catalogue
· Hand-List
· Reference Guide
· Publisher’s Catalogue
· Book-dealer’s Catalogue
· Index
Note down what the function is of each of the resources you consult, i.e., if it is a catalogue that lists a particular kind of item held by a repository like a library or archive, to what repository, collection or stock does it relate? Identify the kind(s) of item that is listed and observe their organisation (classification) in the catalogue. Note down the information provided under a selection of entries in each of the resources you consult. Observe the identifying enumeration of each item. What kinds of information are provided? How do the kinds of information differ between entries in bibliographies, catalogues, indexes, etc.? If you encounter parts of an entry that you cannot readily understand, consult the resource’s Introduction, Preface, List of Abbreviations, and any other scholarly apparatuses you may find, searching them for an explanation of the particular form of entry that you do not understand.

Once you have done this, if there are still parts of a bibliographical entry that you do not understand or if you encountered any other particular problems using the resources, note carefully whatever you need to record in order to communicate the nature of the difficulty to your student peer group. If you are following the module on campus, this can be done in the seminar. If you are studying at a distance, then communicate your problematic entry or entries using the discussion forum on the module page on Moodle, providing as much information as you think is necessary to help your peers or your module tutor understand the difficulty and perhaps solve the problem.

2.

Explanatory Notes

Read the following notes in conjunction with the exercise above. However, you may find the exercise more effective if you resist the temptation to read the notes until you are at least some way into doing the exercise. This way you can test your initial findings against some of the observations in the notes. If on the other hand you read the notes first, what they say may constrain your own observations.
Bibliographies
The Oxford English Dictionary defines a “bibliography” as ‘a list of the books of a particular author, printer, or country, or of those dealing with any particular theme; the literature of a subject.’ The list ‘may be (a) a list of material arranged by language, historical period, or place of origin (this might be a particular country or even a particular printer); (b) one arranged by subject or a group of subjects, and divisions; (c) a list of writings by or about an author’.

A classified bibliography is one that divides its subject into separate lists designed usually to provide assistance for literary criticism or historical scholarship. The lists may bring together various methods or approaches to the subject of the bibliography. Classified bibliographies are products of analytical or critical bibliography; they may also contain a density of bibliographical description and so may be the result of descriptive bibliography. These are terms to which we shall return later in the course.
A bibliography, whether classified or not, may also be an annotated bibliography. This provides comment and information of use to researchers interested in the books or articles listed. You may wish to note carefully the kinds of information which such resources provide. This may be especially useful in connection with the first component of assessment for the module, which is to prepare your own annotated bibliography.
Catalogues
The Oxford English Dictionary defines a “catalogue” (noun) as ‘A list, register, or complete enumeration; in this simple sense now Obs. or arch. [i.e. obsolete or archaic]’, adding that the meaning of the term is ‘Now usually distinguished from a mere list or enumeration, by systematic or methodical arrangement, alphabetical or other order, and often by the addition of brief particulars, descriptive, or aiding identification, indicative of locality, position, date, price, or the like.’
Consider the differences between bibliographies and catalogues. Do the former, for example, contain more bibliographical information? Be aware that the difference may not always be readily apparent and in some cases the terms are used almost interchangeably. This can be illustrated by the following publication:

Eiluned Rees, Libri Walliae: A Catalogue of Welsh Books and Books Printed in Wales, 1546-1820 (Aberystwyth: National Library of Wales, 1987), 2 vols.

Note that this work is entitled “a catalogue of Welsh books”, not a bibliography. But read the first few lines of the preface to Libri Walliae:
Libri Walliae is not the first catalogue of Welsh printed books. Moses Williams’ Cofrestr o’r holl Lyfrau Printjedig (1717) (no. 5350 in this book) was a pioneering effort by a notable scholar, and this was followed in the nineteenth century by more comprehensive bibliographies. It was, however, the deficiencies of these catalogues which led the National Library of Wales, from its first foundation, to prepare and publish current bibliographies, Bibliotheca Celtica 1909-1984 (now to be superceded by the Bibliography of Wales which will incorporate the existing Subject Index to Welsh Periodicals), and then in 1965 to embark upon the compiling of a retrospective bibliography. (p. [i])
Consider also that frequently, catalogues list the items held by a library, yet one does not find a ‘bibliography of the National Library of Wales’, for instance. In other words, of the holdings of a library, whether books or manuscripts, one finds a catalogue or a hand-list rather than a bibliography. A “hand-list” is a list or catalogue of books or manuscripts in a form convenient for handling (“handy”). 
While bibliographies will be found often to contain more bibliographical detail than catalogues, this is by no means always the case. Short-title catalogues are catalogues that use the short-title, as opposed to the full title, of each of the works that they list. So, for example, The Book of Memory: A Study of Memory in Medieval Culture becomes shortened to The Book of Memory. Other bibliographical details, such as the author’s name – Mary J. Carruthers – generally remain the same.
Printed library catalogues have been superceded in many cases by the electronic library catalogue. But more frequently than you might expect, there arises the need to resort to printed catalogues of libraries. This may be because there is no electronic version available, or the electronic version is available on site but not on the web, both of which situations are becoming less common. But more frequently, particularly in special collection libraries or libraries which hold major research collections, one encounters a lack of completeness or comprehensiveness of detail or coverage, particularly of earlier material, in the electronic version of the catalogue. Therefore it can be useful to consult earlier printed versions of the catalogue or printed catalogues of particular collections within the library.
Indexes
There is another kind of printed resource that relates to libraries: this is the index to a library collection, and this we should consider briefly. Indexes consist of an alphabetical list usually of subjects or names of authors of books held by the library. For example, the Subject-Index is in part an attempt to overcome the practical difficulties introduced by the need to locate books physically on shelves and to classify them according to the subject which under analysis presents itself as the main subject of a book. The Subject-Index also enables one to search the collection without personally visiting the library.

Printed Subject-Indexes have been replaced in large part by the search functions of the electronic library catalogue. Electronic library catalogues provide a means whereby a user may access and search a library’s collection, and even place orders, in advance of visiting. But again, more frequently than you might expect, there arises the need to resort to printed catalogues and indexes of libraries.
In the preface to the Subject-Index of the London Library (London: Williams & Northgate, 1909), the librarian Hagberg Wright explains: 
A library without a Subject-Index is to the unlearned reader what an unmapped country is to the ordinary traveller, and is practically useless for the purpose of his researches. … It is true that attempts at classification on the shelves have been made in all great libraries, but these attempts fall far short of perfection, and can only be useful to those who are able personally to visit the book-stores. 
Ronald McKerrow once wrote: 
As I grow older I feel increasingly certain that there is no man of letters who deserves better of the community than the compiler of a good index. A man has but a certain number of hours during which to work, and whoever saves some of those hours by the abridgment of mechanical labour prolongs his effective life and enables him to make more and better use of his acquired knowledge and experience.

The Function of Bibliographies, Catalogues, and Indexes

On the question of how they are intended to be used and the kind of record they represent, bibliographical resources may be divided thus:

1. Ephemeral catalogues

2. Accumulative bibliographies and catalogues

3. Bibliographies and catalogues which are a permanent record

1.
Ephemeral catalogues

These include publishers’ catalogues (trade catalogues), sometimes listing new titles only, sometimes including back lists. These are ephemeral because the books on the publishers’ lists remain so, in the first case, for only as long as they are “new titles”, and in the second case, for only as long as they are in print and copies remain available for sale. They are therefore ‘current’ and ephemeral. Also in this category are the catalogues of book distributors or book dealers or sellers.

2.
Accumulative bibliographies and catalogues

There are also many kinds of bibliography and catalogue that are not ephemeral but accumulative. They are not ephemeral because their lists are not usually affected by the sales of books. Often, they are catalogues that list the holdings of libraries, in which case they are accumulative through acquisition, but often they are bibliographies that list, for example, work done on a particular subject to date, in which case they are accumulative through publication. In both these cases, the catalogue or bibliography would be up-to-date at the time of publication, but as soon as another book is acquired by the library or another article or book is published on the particular subject, the catalogue or bibliography would become out-of-date. Subsequent publications capture these acquisitions or publications, so the catalogue or bibliography is accumulative. 
This kind of resource may instead be a bibliography of current work in a particular field or on a particular topic, in which case they list work published during a brief span of time, e.g. six months, a year. They are accumulative, but they do not become out of date.
a) Catalogues which are accumulative through acquisition

Some books that libraries stock get weeded in order to make room for more recently acquired items, but this applies to a relatively small proportion of a library’s holdings and so the catalogues are generally accumulative rather than ephemeral, in that they may be added to in the form of printed supplements or printed in a revised, updated edition to allow the inclusion of new acquisitions. Since a catalogue is eventually superseded by a later, updated and more inclusive version, perhaps all library catalogues may be seen as ephemeral, but they are much less so than the catalogues of book publishers, distributors and dealers. As we know, the library catalogue may include not only ordinary catalogues, but hand-lists, short-title catalogues, and subject and author indexes, listing and detailing either whole or part of a collection.

b) Bibliographies that are accumulative through publication

Similarly lists of work done (published) on a particular subject are accumulative, rather than ephemeral. They are accumulative through publication. They may be, for example, a guide to published criticism. This kind of bibliography may not provide much specifically bibliographical information about the items they list, though the annotated bibliography contains extensive annotations about the content of the books and articles it lists. In theory such bibliographies can accumulate, and in fact they sometimes do by means of later publications listing works published since the publication of the earlier bibliography.

The bibliography of current work in a particular field or on a particular topic is usually a periodical publication and is in one sense ephemeral because it lists only references received during a given period of time, usually a brief span of time, for example, one year, or even six months. Yet it is accumulative in that successive issues or volumes of the periodical publication build up an accumulating list of works published.

There is one further kind of bibliography I should like you to consider which as a kind of bibliography falls into the category of those which are accumulative through publication. But it is distinctive because of its subject or topic: it is the bibliography of bibliographies. Some examples of this kind of bibliographical may be entitled “a reference guide” because in addition to bibliographies, library catalogues and guides, indexes and lists, they may list also treatises on methods of research, encyclopaedias, and literary handbooks. They may of course list bibliographies of bibliographies, in which case our reference guide would be a bibliography of bibliographies of bibliographies! Bibliographies that fall into this category frequently lack much in the way of specifically bibliographical information relating to the items they list but they can be extremely useful to researchers.
3.
Bibliographies and catalogues which are a permanent record

Besides bibliographies and catalogues that are either ephemeral or accumulative, there are also bibliographies and catalogues which are a permanent historical record. These are retrospective or historical bibliographies and catalogues. They are the result of historical bibliography (a subject to which we shall return in Unit 2.a. of the course). They compile and organize a list of books and/or manuscripts within the parameters of a retrospective topic or subject, if they are a bibliography, or a list of the holdings of a library at a specific time in the historical past, if they are a catalogue.

These bibliographies and catalogues are not ephemeral; they are a permanent record for two reasons:

· They may not increase either by acquisition, e.g. library holdings, or by publication, e.g. bibliographies of work to date. It is of course conceivable that further research may yield more knowledge about the items held by a library at a specific time in the historical past.
· They may not decrease either due to sales or to printing and publishing decisions.

3.

Exercise on Making Distinctions between Bibliographical Entries

This exercise should be undertaken either in the Roderic Bowen Library and Archives (RBLA) Reading Room, on the Lampeter campus of UWTSD, or in another university library or the reference section of a public library. If you are undertaking the exercise anywhere but the RBLA Reading Room, you will need to search the library catalogue for examples of each kind of printed bibliographical resource required for each part of the exercise as outlined below. Please note that the exercise requires you to use printed resources, not electronic ones, but the ability to make fine distinctions between kinds of resource, to understand the kinds of information they provide, and to question its validity applies to electronic as much as printed resources.

a.
Catalogue and Census Entries
Select a catalogue and a census, preferably ones which list manuscripts. Compare entries in each for similar items. 

For example, in the following two resources – a catalogue and a census – there exist comparable entries for commonplace books, as detailed below.

De Ricci, Symour, with the assistance of W.J. Wilson, Census of Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts in the United States and Canada, 3 vols, Vols. I, II (New York: Kraus Reprint Corporation, 1961), Vol. III  Indices (New York: H.W. Wilson Company, 1940; repr. Milwood, NY: Kraus Reprint Co.1977)
Warner, Sir George F. and Julius P. Gilson, British Museum Catalogue of Western Manuscripts in the Old Royal and King’s Collections, 4 vols (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1921), Vol. I  Royal Mss. 1 A.I to II E. XI, Vol. II  Royal Mss. 12 A.1 to 20 E.X and App. 1-89, Vol. III  Descriptions of the King’s Manuscripts and Indexes to both collections, Vol. IV  Plates
In the Catalogue, Volume I, page 227, there is an entry – 8B.xx – for the Commonplace Book of John Harpsfield. Compare this with the entry – 750.1 – in the Census, Volume I, page 342, which is for the Commonplace Book of Henry Oxinden.

What are the main similarities and differences between the entries in the catalogue and the census? What might this tell you about the purpose or function of these two forms of printed bibliographical resource? Is what distinguishes a census from a catalogue, the moderate degree of elaboration of bibliographical information? If so, what explanation does your selected census provide for what may have been thought appropriate in terms of bibliographical information? Make a note of any particular problems you encounter using the resources and/or understanding the form of entries, and begin a discussion about this using the discussion forum on the module page on Moodle.
b.
Indexes
Select as many different kinds of index as you can identify in your library catalogue. Some examples of kinds of index that exist are as follows:

· Subject or author indexes such as those which relate to the holdings of a library or archive

· Indexes (other than author or subject indexes) to items that comprise specific collections in the holdings of a library or archive, e.g. First-Line Index of English Poetry, 1500-1800, in Manuscripts of the Bodleian Library Oxford, ed. by Margaret Crum, 2 vols (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1969)

· Indexes that do not list the items that comprise specific collections in the holdings of a library or archive, but which may provide information on where those items are held, e.g. Index of English Literary Manuscripts, Vol. 1, 1450-1625, 2 parts, compiled by Peter Beal (London: Mansell, 1980)
Other kinds of index also exist. Try to identify and consult as many different kinds as possible. Note down their function and to what they relate (a repository or collection). What kind of information is provided under a given entry/entries? Also make a note of any particular problems you encounter using the resource and/or understanding the form of entries. 

With subject, author, or first-line indexes to archive and library holdings, questions of inclusion and exclusion only occasionally arise, but where an index does not relate to the holdings of a particular library or archive, it may be important to be aware of the way in which the index determines its scope and resolves questions of what to include or exclude. For example, the scope of the Index of English Literary Manuscripts, while necessarily constrained by practical considerations of physical size and the temporal demands of scholarship, also responds and arguably contributes to the construction and/or perpetuation of the canon of English literature.
Post the results of this exercise on indexes, and your thoughts and reflections on those results, to the Forum for discussion and exercises on Moodle.

c.
Concordances
A resource that is very much like an index is a concordance. Concordances to the works of a particular author allow a researcher to search those works in print using individual terms from the language of those works, thereby providing information on frequency of use and other stylistic and linguistic habits. Select and consult one or more concordances from the library catalogue. Concordances are based on particular editions of the works of an author so in order that they can be used effectively they must be used with the edition to which they relate. It will be necessary therefore to identify and find the relevant edition in the library catalogue in order for you to make use of the concordance.

4.

Exercise on Electronic Bibliographical Resources
Most library catalogues nowadays are electronic and online, so they can be searched in most cases by anyone who has access to the internet. Two important library catalogues for your consideration are the British Library Catalogue (https://www.bl.uk/catalogues-and-collections) and the catalogue of the National Library of Wales (https://www.library.wales/catalogues-searching/catalogues). Choose a writer of literature in English. It may be any writer. Using both catalogues, search for editions of your chosen writer’s works and compare the results of the two catalogues. Post a few notes about the results and your experience searching the catalogues on the Forum on Moodle.
The following exercise may also be undertaken wherever there is access to the internet and to the University of Wales Trinity Saint David’s online library of electronic resources.

Navigate to the library webpages of the University of Wales Trinity Saint David. Click on ‘Find Databases’, then ‘All databases’. In the alphabetical list, select ‘e’. In the list of databases under ‘e’, select Early English Books Online. (This is sometimes abbreviated to EEBO elsewhere.) Select the Search option and enter into the Subject Keyword field either a hobby or interest. Consider the number and range of printed books in which the term appears as a subject. Make an attempt to summarise this range by using simple classification, for example, into literary and non-literary works, and sub-dividing these classes or categories so that literary works are divided into poetry and prose, poetry into each genre, and so on. Write a report on your findings and post this on the Forum on Moodle. You may wish to focus a part of your report on especially interesting or surprising works that your search discovered. 

Take the opportunity of this exercise to familiarise yourself with the various search functions. One, for example, requires you to input bibliographic numbers. These refer to the numbers given to issues and editions of early printed books by the following printed bibliographical resources:

A Short-title Catalogue of Books Printed in England, Scotland, & Ireland and of English Books Printed Abroad, 1475-1640, first compiled by A.W. Pollard & G.R. Redgrave, 2nd edn, revised & enlarged, begun by W.A. Jackson & F.S. Ferguson, completed by Katharine F. Pantzer, 3 vols (London: Bibliographical Society, 1976-91), Vol. 1 A-H (1986); Vol. 2 I-Z (1976); Vol. 3 A Printers’ & Publishers’ Index, other Indexes & Appendices, Cumulative Addenda & Corrigenda, by Katharine F. Pantzer with a Chronological Index by Philip R. Rider (1991)
Short-title Catalogue of Books Printed in England, Scotland, Ireland, Wales, and British America and of English Books Printed in other Countries, 1641-1700, compiled by Donald Wing of the Yale University Library, 2nd edn, revised and enlarged, 4 vols (New York: Modern Language Association of America, 1972-98), Vol. 1 A1-E2926 (1972); Vol. 2 E2927-O1000, rev. and ed. by Timothy J. Crist with the assistance of Janice M. Hansel, Phebe A. Kirkham, Jeri S. Smith, and others (1982); Vol. 3 P1-Z28, rev. and ed. by John J. Morrison and Carolyn W. Nelson, with the assistance of Matthew Seccombe, Mark E. English, and Harold E. Selesky (1988); Vol. 4 Index of Printers, Publishers, and Booksellers, Chronological Index of Non-London Publications, Headnotes Compiled by Carolyn W. Nelson and Matthew Seccombe (1998)
If you are not familiar with these bibliographical resources, then search your library catalogue for them and consult them. They are indispensable to research in English literature before 1700. Therefore, they may be more or less directly useful to you depending on your interests, programme, and specialisation.
� Geoffrey Ashall Glaister, Encyclopedia of the Book, 2nd edn (London: The British Library; New Castle, DE: Oak Knoll Press, 1996; repr. 2001), p. 44, col. 2.


� R.B. McKerrow, Review of the first edition of A.W. Pollard and G.R. Redgrave’s Short-Title Catalogue of Books Printed in England, Scotland and Ireland, and of English Books Printed Abroad, 1475-1640, Review of English Studies (1927), cited in David McKitterick, ‘Introduction’ to Ronald B. McKerrow, An Introduction to Bibliography for Literary Students, 2nd impression with corrections (Winchester: St Paul’s Bibliographies; New Castle, DE: Oak Knoll Press, 1994) p. xviii.
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