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[image: http://cymru1914.org/jp2/llgc-id:3758195/server?FIF=llgc-id:3758195&RGN=0,0,1,1&CVT=jpeg&WID=600]Basil Jones was born in Swansea on August 21st 1866[footnoteRef:1] to George and Emma Jones, brother to Emma, George, Mary Ellen and Alice.[footnoteRef:2] His father George worked as a lay agent and parish clerk for the church of Saint Mary in Swansea,[footnoteRef:3] having previously worked for the parish of Holy Trinity Church Nottingham.[footnoteRef:4] [1:  ‘Basil Jones’, England and Wales Civil Registration Birth Index 1837 – 1915, Jul – Sep 1886 (Glamorgan 1886), vol.11a, p797. https://ancestry.co.uk, accessed 16/02/2018. ‘Basil Jones’, Tutor’s Register 1899 – 1959 A/18 Roderic Bowen Archive, p63, Accessed 20/02/2018.]  [2:  ‘George Jones’, Census Return for Princes Street, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire (Public Record Office: PRO RG10/5309, Folio 29, 1871) p14 and ‘Basil Jones’, Census Return for Baynymod Road, Swansea, Glamorgan (Public Record Office: PRO RG12/4483, Folio36, 1891) p2, https://ancestry.co.uk accessed 05/02/2018.]  [3:  1891 Census, Ancestry.co.uk, accessed 05/02/2018.]  [4:  ‘George Jones’, Census Return for Trinity Schools, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire (Public Record Office: PRO RG11/3351, Folio27, 1881) p48, https://ancestry.co.uk, accessed 05/02/2018.] 
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At the age of fourteen he worked as an ironmonger’s assistant[footnoteRef:5] before going back into education at the Swansea Higher Grade School[footnoteRef:6] where he obtained sufficient grades to progress onto a Batchelors degree course in humanities at St David’s College Lampeter on October 15th, 1908.[footnoteRef:7] [5:  ‘Basil Jones’, Census Return for Mansel Street, Swansea, Glamorgan (Public Record Office: PRO RG13/5076, Folio101, 1901) p10, https://ancestry.co.uk, accessed 05/02/2018.]  [6:  Tutor’s Register 1899 – 1959, p63.]  [7:  Ibid.] 

As a more mature student at the age of twenty-one Basil put his energy into his studies, spending some of his spare time as a member of the Christian Union and the debating society.[footnoteRef:8] The society debated such subjects as the ‘votes for women’ question, debated on Monday 29th November 1908; Basil’s part in the debate earned him a write up in the Michaelmas term’s Saint David’s magazine; “Mr Basil Jones, in a most effective manner, moved ‘that the Franchise should be conceded to women on the same terms as men enjoy’. His contribution possibly helped to win the vote for the motion.[footnoteRef:9] [8:  ‘The Sunday Social’ and ‘English Debating Society Report’, Saint David’s College Magazine 1908-1911, Vol.X (Roderic Bowen Archives).]  [9:  ‘Debating Society’ Report, Saint David’s Magazine 1908 – 1911, Vol.X  (Roderic Bowen Archives)] 

In his holidays he spent his time helping his father out at church events at Saint Mary’s church, in Swansea; the Xmas tree and fancy fair held in December 1910, to help the Band of Hope temperance society, saw Basil and Mr. B. Merifield overseeing the art gallery while his sister Alice helped with the Xmas tree.[footnoteRef:10] [10:  ‘St. Mary’s Swansea’, The South Wales Daily Post, 30th December 1910, p2. https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk accessed 12/02/2018.] 

In December 1910, while still a student at Saint David’s College, Basil was ordained as a priest, along with fifteen other men, by the Bishop of Llandaff in Llandaff Cathedral.[footnoteRef:11] At the end of the Easter term of 1911 he took his final exams and completed his degree, passing with a first class,[footnoteRef:12] and proceeded, almost immediately, to take up a curacy at Thame, Oxfordshire, while attending Wycliff college Oxford.[footnoteRef:13] From Thame he progressed to the larger parish of Saint James in Gloucester where, in 1915, he married Cardiff born, Dora Mabel Baugh[footnoteRef:14] and settled down to married life at number 48 Conduit Street Gloucester until he felt the need to apply to become a temporary chaplain to the forces towards the end of World War One.[footnoteRef:15] [11:  ‘Swansea Clergymen Ordained’, The South Wales Daily Post, 22nd December 1910, p8. https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk accessed 12/02/2018.]  [12:  ‘Basil Jones’, Exam Book 1828 to 1952 A/38 June Examination 1911, ‘Basil Jones’, Pass List, June 29th 1911 UA/4/42 (Roderic Bowen Archives).]  [13:  Saint David’s College Magazine Vol.12 1920-1926 M/1/79]  [14:  ‘Basil Jones’, England and Wales Marriage Registration Index 1837-1915 Apr-Jun 1915 (Glamorgan 1915), Vol.11a, p688. https://ancestry.co.uk accessed 07/02/2018.]  [15:  ‘The Reverend Basil Jones’, West Wales War Memorial Project, https://www.wwwmp.co.uk/ceredigion-war-memorials/lampeter-st-david-s-college-memorial/ accessed 07/02/2018.] 

Before the First World War there had been no more than one hundred and twenty commissioned chaplains to the British army but as the war progressed the need for more chaplains increased; by November 1918 five thousand and fifty-three new chaplains had been commissioned.[footnoteRef:16] [16:  E. Madigan, M. Snape, eds, The Clergy in Khaki: New Perspectives on British Army Chaplaincy in the First World War (London: Routledge, 2016), p1-2.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Basil would have been interviewed by the chaplain-general, Bishop John Taylor Smith, at the war office in London, where we learn from his application form dated 6th February 1918, that he was thirty-one, married and unable to ride a horse.[footnoteRef:17] The application form also gives us information about the parish he worked in at Saint James’ in Gloucester; Basil would have been looking after a congregation that had a population of seven thousand, many of whom would have needed comfort after the loss of a loved one in the war.[footnoteRef:18] When Basil preached at Sunday services the form records that he used notes. The medical examination that accompanied the interview declared him fit for anything foreign, but an advisory note suggested he wait until after July when his wife was to give birth to their only child, a daughter.[footnoteRef:19] Other remarks declared him bright, even tempered and sane.[footnoteRef:20] [17:  ‘Basil Jones’, Chaplain’s Application Record, (6th February 1918), no. 6163. https://www.chaplains-museum.co.uk/entity/138493-b-jones?q=B%20Jones accessed 07/02/2018.]  [18:  Ibid.]  [19:  ‘Jones’, Births, Gloucestershire Chronicle, 2nd July 1918, p8. https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk accessed 12/02/2018.]  [20:  Chaplain’s Application Record.] 

Basil joined the army on the 2nd September 1918, and set out for France the very next day where he had been allocated to a battery of the Royal Garrison Artillery, which was the ‘technical’ branch of the Royal Artillery.[footnoteRef:21] The Royal Garrison Artillery were equipped with heavy howitzer guns, 6, 8 and 9 inches wide, with some batteries using large 12 inch howitzers that had to be moved around on railways. Their job was to defend the coastline, destroy the enemy’s artillery and sometimes neutralise enemy strongholds such as fuel dumps, roads and railways.[footnoteRef:22] [21:  ‘Basil Jones’, Gloucester Diocesan Magazine, Dec. 1918, (Gloucester Archives), p171.West Wales War Memorial, accessed 07/02/2018.]  [22:  ‘The Royal Artillery in the First World War’, The Long, Long Trail. https://longlongtrail.co.uk/army/regiments-and-corps/the-royal-artillery-in-the-first-world-war/ accessed 14/02/2018.] 

Basil’s job as a chaplain would have involved supporting the soldiers in his battalion when friends and comrades were being killed all around them as well as conducting religious services to those who were left to continue the fight.[footnoteRef:23] Basil’s other job would have been to bridge the gap between the army at the front with the families waiting in Britain for news of their soldier son or husband; it would have been Basil’s job to inform them of the death of their loved one and to try and some sort of consolation.[footnoteRef:24] [23:  Madigan, Snape, Clergy in Khaki, p3.]  [24:  Ibid.] 

[image: Image result for Reverend Basil Jones War Grave]Unfortunately, Basil only survived a month as a chaplain, as he caught pneumonia and died in the hospital in Le Havre where he is buried, along with thousands of other casualties of the war, in the cemetery of Saint Marie, Division 62, V.N.2, Index no. Fr.85.[footnoteRef:25] His wife Dora and his parents were informed of his death with, the senior chaplain writing to Dora informing her that ‘as a Padre he (Basil) was all but worshipped by officers and men’, even though he had only been on the Front Line for a short time he had made a great impression on all of those he had come into contact with.[footnoteRef:26]  [25:  West Wales Memorial Project.]  [26:  ‘Basil Jones’, Medal Card 1914-1920 (War Office Record: WO372/11/34411), ‘Deaths’, Gloucestershire Echo, 31st October 1918, p1, Western Mail, 30th October 1918, p1. https://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk accessed 12/02/2018.
] 
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