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Professional skills part 1 – Why have you chosen construction?

Introduction
My inspiration to pursue a career in the construction industry and more specifically Quantity Surveying began three years ago at Pembrokeshire college where I studied several modules on the theoretical aspects of construction, and how we can incorporate them into real life scenarios. My interests at the time included how historic events such as the Great Fire of London (1666) or the more recent tragedy of Ronan Point (1968) have greatly influenced the building regulations we have in the present. This has improved our standards of living and ensures the importance of design for the health and safety of building occupants. How the adoption of digital technologies such as Building Information Modelling (BIM) has significantly reshaped how we carry out construction related activities on any site, and allows all parties involved to work together more efficiently in a safer environment with the benefits of reduced costs and life cycle of a project. (GeoSLAM, 2021). How the use of sustainable technologies and renewable materials in the design and construction stages will minimise CO2 emissions and overall energy consumption, which in effect can have a more positive impact on our environment. Finally, the repurposing of existing buildings or spaces when taking into account the social, economic and environmental factors that could potentially improve areas in poor conditions and the potential of generating interest from communities. (Designing Buildings Ltd, 2022). I feel that this course will provide me with many opportunities to further expand my knowledge on these subjects and will also serve as a motivator for successfully achieving the position of a Quantity Surveyor in the near future.


Main body
The Quantity Surveyor
[bookmark: _Hlk118238133]To become a successful Quantity Surveyor, I believe it is vital to act as a natural leader by effectively communicating and cooperating with all members involved at every stage of a construction project in order to achieve the most desired end result for the client. Depending on the client’s experience within the construction sector, it is our responsibility to give out professional advice to them during the early stages of a project such as how we can reduce costs that will affect their budget, the potential to minimise risks, achieving high standards of quality and complying with statutory building regulations. (AGCAS & Graduate Prospects Ltd, 2022). We must also take into consideration the option of discussing alternative solutions that will ultimately be beneficial for the client in the aftermath of the project. For example, as part of the government’s strategy to completely decarbonise all areas within the UK economy by 2050, we can recommend the client to aim for a much greener build with the use of sustainable methods; therefore, a Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM) can be carried out. If the building surpasses the recommended environmental performance levels, a certificate will be rewarded to the client. Additional benefits of this will include reduced costs with regards to the design, construction, refurbishment and maintenance of the building. (Cartlidge, p. 33). (GreenBuild Consult, 2017).
Estimating & measurement
So far in this module, I have learnt that the client will work closely with their professional advisers during the preparation stage to create an effective strategy that is used to select the most appropriate procurement route. This in turn will provide the client with best value for money over the building’s lifespan. It should be known that each type of procurement method will come with different risks and in order for the construction project to be successful, all members involved must carry out their duties by locating and eliminating the risks where possible. (Hughes, 2022). Providing that the Quantity Surveyor knows the challenges that lie ahead and scale of the project, they are given the option to choose several tendering processes that best fits the criteria of work to be undertaken by contractors on site. Depending on the level of experience a Quantity Surveyor has received throughout their career in the construction industry, it may be possible to negotiate with specialist contractors that could accelerate works on site if an agreement is reached. 

Contract & legal responsibilities
[bookmark: _Hlk118055752]To date, I have gained knowledge of the hierarchal structure of the courts where a vast majority of civil cases between separate individuals or parties are discussed and settled within a magistrate’s court; meanwhile, criminal cases where one or more defendants who have committed serious crimes can be sentenced in a crown court instead. A prime example of this relating to construction is that in 2006, a survey conducted by the Chartered Institute of Building (CIOB) discovered that 41% of professionals have admitted to offering bribes. Committing acts of corruption such as this would be punishable in a crown court. Additionally, I have also learnt that tribunals in some instances, will contain information of a sensitive nature and must be discussed privately or if it’s a matter regarding national security. (Cartlidge, p. 38). (Hopkinson, 2022).

Joining the industry
After my three years of study at this university, I would like to complete the Assessment of Professional Competence (APC) to become a member of the Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors (RICS). I feel this is the right step as it will provide me with more opportunities such as developing new skills that will enhance my career and connecting with other qualified professionals who could be potential business partners in the future. Preferably if given the chance, I would like to spend the majority of my working time on construction sites where I’ll be able visually see how activities are being carried out in my surroundings. As to also gain valuable knowledge from the people who are more experienced in the industry. 

Conclusion
As mentioned before, it is absolutely crucial for all project members to act in accordance with the statutory building regulations and frequently exchange information with each other to meet the client’s expectations. However, in some cases, projects can fail as the result of miscommunication or legal requirements not being met. The client then has a right to take legal action against the project team which will inevitably damage their reputation. I feel it should be also noted that every individual across all sectors in the construction industry should report suspicious or criminal activity to their employers or professional bodies as soon as possible. 
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