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Title:
Did Alexander the Great present himself as divine before his death in 323 BC?
Abstract:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The idea of the divine right of kings is a timeless concept, the belief that a ruler has received their power through the authority of the divine. However, there are those throughout history who have taken the concept of their ‘divine right to rule’ further. Perhaps even believing that they themselves to be a god. It could be argued that Alexander the Great was one of those rulers who began to believe in his own divinity. Alexander became king at the age of twenty, and by the time of his death had expanded his Macedonian Empire from Greece in the West to the Indian East. If the sources are to be believed, by the time of his death Alexander had come to believe that he was indeed the son of king of all the Greek gods, Zeus. Some even claim that the Macedonian king demanded divine right of his own. Throughout this dissertation I will attempt to determine whether the Macedonian king truly believed in his own divinity, and if he was presenting himself as such before the event of his death in 323 BC. 








Introduction:
· The purpose of this dissertation is to determine using modern and ancient scholarship if Alexander the Great believed himself to be divine and if he portrayed himself to be so, before his death in 323 BC.
· Brief discussion on Philip II 
-his achievements (unifying Greece, laid the ground work for Alexander to become as successful as he did). 
-was he granted divine honours before/ after his death (author mentions that Macedonian kings may have all be deified after their deaths). 

· Background on Alexander (brief) 
-His assentation to the throne after the assassination of Philip II
-His successes in battle 
-Brief description of his personality (perhaps comparison between Alexander and Philip II – source found in Justin) 

Chapter 1: Divine Ancestry
· Parentage:
-Alexander was descended from both the heroes Achilles and Heracles through direct familiar lines of his parents. 

· Alexander, Achilles and Heracles
-comparisons between Alexander and Achilles (seems to be some direct parallels between the two in the sources – Alexander trying to imitate his childhood hero? – his tutor calling him Achilles)
-Heracles – going to live amongst the gods upon the event of his death.  

· Olympus’ belief that Alexander was truly the son of Zeus 
-Alexander growing up hearing his mother claim his divine parentage 
-Although this claim could be just to spite Philip II, as it appears the pair did not share a happy marriage.

Chapter 2: Alexander in Egypt
· Egyptian gods
-Alexander had always been a devout and religious man, had no difficulty worshipping Egyptian deities, equating them to his own gods. 
-Egyptian god Ammon was equated to the Greek Zeus 
-Blending of the Greek practices into the local Egyptian traditions (Hellenism – successful co-existence for next 3 centuries). 

· Pharaoh 
-Alexander hailed as saviour and liberator of Egypt 
-Anointed pharaoh (given double crown of Upper and Lower Egypt) at Memphis on 14th November 332.
-Named ‘son of the gods’ according to ancient Egyptian tradition (possible effect on Alexander as Olympias had raised him to believe that he was the son of Zeus). 
-Gods in Egypt believed to be living entities, considered to be a part of everyday life – it may be possible that Alexander started to believe in his own divinity rather than it being used as simply propaganda). 
-gave orders for the restoration of religious centres in Egypt, including at Luxor and Karnak. (images of him at these temples in the company of the Egyptian gods, he himself wearing tradition Egyptian dress and with the ram’s horns of Ammon – more talk of this in the imagery section). 

· Oracle of Siwa 
-332 BC, Alexander visited the oasis at Siwa in the Libyan desert – to consult the oracle of Ammon. 
-Priest greeted him by calling him the son of Ammon. 
-[3.3.1] At this point Alexander was seized with a longing to visit Ammon in Libya; his intention was to consult the god, as the oracle of Ammon was reputed to be truthful and it was said that Perseus and Heracles had consulted it [...].
-[3.4.5] Alexander admired the site and consulted the god, and having received, as he put it, the answer which his heart desired he returned to Egypt by the same road, as Aristobulus says, though according to Ptolemy he followed a straight road to Memphis.
-After this point – possibility that Alexander truly began to think himself divine/ the son of Zeus-Ammon.

Chapter 3: Imagery
· Coins
-Ptolemaic coins – propaganda purposes. (Alexander depicted with Ammon’s ram horns) 

· Paintings
-Apelles (4th century): picture of Alexander holding a thunderbolt (produced during Alexander’s lifetime). None of his works survive, however there are descriptions of them. Another image of Alexander rising out of the sea. – possible evidence of Alexander being portrayed as divine. 

· Images of Alexander in Egyptian art
-portrayed in the traditional Egyptian style 
-given the Ammon ram horns. 
-Within itself is an image of Alexander portrayed as a divine being, as pharaohs were viewed by the people as living gods.

· (More examples to be added later) 
Conclusion: 
· My findings 
· Brief summary of my argument throughout the dissertation and my conclusions 
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