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Introduction
This report is about academic writing and the importance of research for undergraduate students. In order to perform at university and create academic reports and projects, undergraduate and postgraduate students need to have strong research skills. 
[bookmark: _Toc127216950]I.I. Research
As a graduate student one of the requirements is to perform own research. In order to find new information, address problems, and deepen our understanding of a given subject or field, research is a meticulous and rigorous examination into a particular topic or problem. Typically, survey involved the collection and analysis of data, the construction of theories and hypotheses, and the testing and validation of these concepts using a variety of techniques (Miller, 2021). It is a continuous process that calls for the use of analytical thinking, creativity, and scientific approaches. Performing research, as an undergraduate student it can be done by primary research or/and secondary research.
· Primary research is about collecting data and information directly from the source. As an example of primary research it can be surveys, questioners, interviews and any methos that extract data directly from the source.
· Secondary research, as the name it said it to collect data from other sources beside the primary one. The examples of secondary research can be books, journals, articles online credible websites.
Sources such as Wikipedia, blogs, Investopedia, cannot be take in consideration as a credible source of information as the existing information regarding of a subject it can be always change by any individual without having an actual clue regarding the subject.  Books, academic journals and articles can be more credible as the information has been checked and they have gone through the most rigorous review process (Dooley, 2010).
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Academic research and writing play a crucial role in the development of undergraduate students. These skills not only help students succeed in their academic pursuits, but also provide valuable experiences and insights that can be applied in their future careers (Brian Allison, 2016). Here are some of the key reasons why research and academic writing are important for undergraduate students:
· Development of Critical Thinking Skills: Research and academic writing require students to analyse, evaluate, and synthesize information from various sources. Through this process, students develop critical thinking skills that are essential for solving complex problems, making informed decisions, and evaluating arguments.
· Enhancement of Communication Skills: Writing is an effective way to communicate ideas and thoughts. Through academic writing, students learn to communicate complex ideas and information in a clear, concise, and organized manner. This helps them to communicate more effectively in their personal and professional lives.
· Exposure to Different Perspectives: Research often involves exposure to diverse perspectives, opinions, and viewpoints. This exposure helps students to broaden their perspectives, expand their knowledge, and understand different cultural and social contexts.
· Opportunities for Career Advancement: Research and academic writing provide valuable experiences that can help students advance their careers. For example, research skills can be used to identify and analyse market trends, while writing skills can help students communicate their ideas and findings to stakeholders.
· Improved Problem-Solving Skills: Research and writing require students to identify, analyse, and solve problems. Through this process, students develop problem-solving skills that can be applied in a wide range of situations, both in their academic and professional lives.
Further an another aspect regarding research and research skills and it benefits, is as an undergraduate student to use In-text citations and the list of references.
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As an undergraduate student, it is important to use references and in-text citations for several reasons. Firstly, it helps to give proper credit to the authors and sources of the information used in your work. This demonstrates that you have done thorough research and helps establish your credibility as a writer. Secondly, using references and in-text citations helps to avoid plagiarism. Plagiarism is a serious academic offense and can have serious consequences, including failing the assignment or even being expelled from the university. By properly citing the sources you use, you show that you understand the importance of original work and give credit where it is due. Additionally, using references and in-text citations helps to support your arguments and adds depth to your work. It also allows your readers to easily locate the sources you used and provides a way for them to further explore the topics you have written about (Dwyer, 2014).
The University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) typically requires students to use the Harvard referencing system for in-text citations and reference lists (UWTSD, 2022). This means that in-text citations consist of the author's surname and the year of publication in brackets, for example (Smith, 2020). The full reference for this citation would then be listed in a reference list at the end of the document, including all necessary details such as the author, date of publication, title of the work, and publication information.
Here's an example of a complete reference for a book in the Harvard style:
‘Smith, J. (2020). The history of language. London: Penguin Books.’
And here's an example of a complete reference for a journal article:
‘Brown, S. (2019). The impact of technology on language learning. Journal of Education, 56(2), 123-145.’
It's important to note that there may be slight variations in the Harvard referencing style used by UWTSD, so it's always best to consult the guidelines provided by your department or course instructor.
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In conclusion, research is an essential aspect of graduate studies as it helps to find new information, address problems, and deepen understanding of a particular subject or field. As an undergraduate student, research skills are crucial in developing critical thinking skills, enhancing communication skills, exposing to different perspectives, and improving problem-solving skills. In addition, using references and in-text citations in academic writing is important to give proper credit to the authors and sources of information, avoid plagiarism, support arguments, and add depth to the work. The Harvard referencing system is typically used by UWTSD for in-text citations and reference lists, and it is recommended to consult the guidelines provided by your department or course instructor. Overall, using references and in-text citations is a necessary part of academic research and writing that helps to establish credibility and demonstrate a thorough understanding of the importance of original work.
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