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A Source Description of The Emperor and His Court, T'oung Pao, Vol. 9, No. 5 (1898), pp. 409-412

The T’oung Pao is a Dutch journal that started publication in the late 19th Century. Primarily the articles enclosed are records of observations of the discipline of Sinology. Sinology is a term used to describe the generality of the Chinese Studies including its sub disciplines. This entry made in 1898, though not under the name of an author refers to the states of affairs revolving around the office of Emperor[footnoteRef:1]. In this piece there is a general description of the Emperor as the head of state as being something more than that, the very centre of society.  [1:  T’oung pao, p. 409.  ] 

In the first instance there is a description of the divine entity that is the emperor. The emperor is believed to be the mediator of the cosmos and all things mythical[footnoteRef:2]. He is the arbiter of the two worlds and so through religious acts as the moral figurehead of the Chinese nation, the office that unifies the nation[footnoteRef:3]. There is also the reference to the issue of Autocracy. The emperor was the source of all power and authority within the Empire, it is through the so-called mandate of Heaven that the Emperor has such power[footnoteRef:4]. The power to grant titles, offices, honours, the power to rule[footnoteRef:5].  [2:  Ibid., p. 409. ]  [3:  Ibid., p. 409. ]  [4:  Ibid., p. 410. ]  [5:  Ibid., p. 410. ] 

Yet T'oung Pao unlike other journals of the time, show the emperor as somebody who is governed by the autocracy himself[footnoteRef:6]. How through the inherited office as well as the religious obligations forced the emperor act as this powerful figure with little regard to the changing times, the article places its narration on the back of the reform period of 1898, when questions were being asked on how to reform a declining Empire[footnoteRef:7]. The article recognises that if the Monarchy was to survive during this period, then it had to change its position, they use ancient Chinese sages to emphasise this point[footnoteRef:8].  [6:  Ibid., p. 410. ]  [7:  Ibid., p. 411. ]  [8:  Ibid., p. 411. ] 

The viewpoint that the journal is written form is that of the west. In the opening paragraph it is suggested that this entry originated from St Petersburg in Russia but as there is no author, we cannot tell[footnoteRef:9]. Explanations given are not critical of the Imperial Office but rather just gives a general description of the Emperor as a sovereign and some observations of the Reformist Faction[footnoteRef:10]. It is not argumentative but rather is supposed to just inform the reader of the role of the Emperor of China and their position is construed within the wider boundaries of the Chinese State.    [9:  Ibid., p. 112]  [10:  Ibid., p. 112. ] 





