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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:
Title- How does technological advancement effect the world of policing?  
For my dissertation I have chosen to focus on the world of technology and the part it plays within policing. The reason why I have chosen this topic is not only because I have a personal intrigue when it comes to technology and the many advancements and changes that technology goes through over time, like the advancements of virtual reality and its real life implications, or  the advancements in AI, but I also feel that my generation of policing in the UK will be heavily effected by this technological advancement. This research will be focused on the role these technological advancements have in the policing world which not only include the police themselves but also those who are affected by this technology, like local citizens or even criminals who have to make their own technological advancements to keep up with the police. There is also a lot of research being put into this topic to show whether or not these advancements are working and how they are affecting all aspects of the criminal justice system, which reinforces that it is a worthy topic to look into regarding the undergraduate dissertation. This topic also encourages the focus on research and looking into the past to see what has changed compared to the present and what plans the government are making regarding the future. This topic also affects almost all individuals within the UK, as some technological advancements could involve information sharing and tracking, and therefore discussions and arguments may need to be had about how the government and the police proceed with these technological advancements. Therefore, this dissertation will also be looking into people’s general opinions and thoughts on the idea of technological advancements and how they affect them and the world of policing 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH AIM & OBJECTIVES: 
The key aim within this study is to find out the true effects of technology and how its advancements and implications not only affect the police and how they carry out their jobs, but also how criminals upgrade and utilise their tactics alongside this technology. This study will also look into the effect these advancements have on the general public and how it is effecting there day to day lives.  
The first objective is to investigate how people within the criminal world are using technology and how it is effecting the justice system.
The second objective is to critically examine the police and how their use and advancement of technology is affecting the justice system. 
The final objective is to evaluate all the different technologies being used by both the police and people from the criminal world, and analyse the effect they have on the world of policing. 


	THEORETICAL CONTEXT:
According to the UK police digital service (PDS) it is estimated that in 2025 alone, around 9 billion pounds will be spent in the efforts of advancing technologies just to counter cyber-crime within the UK, never mind all the other technologically advanced crimes. This shows that the use of technology in crime is becoming more and more of a threat to the UK, and that the police are spending more and more money in an attempt to tackle this issue. Other technological advancements outside of the police also have a massive impact on how crimes are committed and safeguarded against; an example of this would be the use of drones. The production of commercial drones began in the mid 2000s, with even more commercial drones being released onto the market in the 2010s (Axon, 2023). These commercial drones utilized GPS and action cameras which not only allowed the police to utilise this technology in manhunts and surveillance, but also due to that fact that these are commercial drones which means they are open to everyone, criminals are also likely to use them for illegal activities such as the delivery of drugs or scoping out buildings to break into. 
The advancement of technology within the police can be tracked all the way to the 19th century with the Establishment of the fingerprint Bureau, which marked the beginning of not only forensic science within UK policing but also the first technological advancement within the police (Watts, 2023). Its original main purpose was to prevent criminals from concealing previous convictions, however, it was soon discovered that they could also be used to confirm the identity of individuals through prints left at a crime scenes. Due to these advancement in technology the criminals of this era also had to advance their tactics and technology, and so to avoid traces of fingerprints they would most commonly use gloves, as by covering their hands, offenders could prevent the transfer of prints being left on any surface in the crime scene, which meant they would evade identification through fingerprint analysis altogether (Barnes, 2023). This example shows the beginning of the advancement of policing technology and the counter advancement of criminal technology within the UK leading up to the present. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 
One of the two research methods that will be used within this dissertation will be a interview. This gives the ability to gain in depth insight into the experiences/opinions into the policing world and their advancements with technology and also can give the point of view opinion of someone who is outside of the policing world and what they think of these advancements. This is a effective way to collect data as it allows very detailed information to be given and is not interrupted by any closed questions that could give a limited answer and instead can work semi structured which means that you can ask questions within a predetermined framework however the questions are not set in order or how they are asked and more questions can be asked depending on the answer. Another reason why the interview was chosen was due to the fact that even though it is difficult to organise when it comes to the actual interview itself you can very quickly collect data and information whilst with a questionnaire or survey it could take a couple of days or even weeks for enough data to come through to be effectively used within the research. This research method also presents a large outcome of Qualitative data to be received which is when the data is interpretation based and descriptive. The interview will be done in person rather then online as it would create a more controlled environment rather then a meeting online where the variables in the participants house are unknown like weather or not they are giving there full attention. 
Another research method that will be used is a Statistical analysis. This analysis will primarily focus on crime data within the UK like predictive analytics involving the impact of tech on crime rates or police efficiency when technology is in play. By choosing this method it will be easier to collect data for the study due to that fact that statistical analysis Mainely focus on secondary research which involves premade and existing data from many different sources meaning that the data has already been collected and it just needs to be analysed in a way that correlates with the research this will ensure that there is enough quantative and qualative data within the research to be able to draw out a form of findings within the end. 
 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 
The sample size for the interviews will be two –three individuals, these individuals will be chosen via the purposive sampling method which means that participants will be selected on weather they are directly involved in or affected by police technologies. the first individual will be a  individual who is part of the policing world like a police officer or legal professional like a barrister. The second individual will be an individual who has been involved within the criminal side of the policing world like an ex convict. The third person I will be interviewing will be someone who is not part of the policing world who is also not an ex convict like a student. These three interviews will allow a full in depth perspective into all sides of the policing world and they will be asked about their opinions and experiences with the police and how technological advancement effect the world of policing. This will provide usable primary data to be able to analyse and having a group of individuals with diverse experience will also mean that there will be a variety of perspectives when it comes to technological advancements in the world of policing. 
The target sample for the statistical analysis will be to measure and compare crime rates, response times and public satisfaction before and after the implementation of technology in the police force, a stratified sampling method will be used to collect data from multiple UK police forces and they will be grouped by the type of technological implementations like forces using AI vs forces that are not. The data sources will come from official crime stats like different police website or government official websites and the time periods will be pre and post tech implementation. The sample size will also range between 5-10 police forces/government websites with hopefully enough cases for statistically meaningful analysis. 
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