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How has the phenomenon of a serial killer changed over previous decades compared to today's UK

Research Background
Since its peak in the 1980s, the number of serial killers has rapidly dropped across the globe (Felton, 2022). The United Kingdom does not have as many serial murderers as other countries. As stated by the Online Learning College (2022), the United States is believed to have the highest number of serial murderers, which can be attributed to the country's population and many communities' social and physical isolation. In contrast, 67.5% of all serial murderers reside in the United States. The United States is home to an astonishingly high number of serial killers, with 3,204. However, the United Kingdom has the second-highest number of serial murderers, with a total of 166 serial killers (Online Learning College, 2022). Although the UK has not produced as many serial killers as other countries, several have gained widespread reputations for their murderous acts.

As stated by Cottier (2022), from the 1970s to the 1990s, serial murderers such as Ted Bundy and the Green River Killer, who admitted to murdering dozens of women, dominated the news. However, there are far fewer accounts regarding serial killers today (Cottier, 2022). Although, as stated by Cottier (2022), there is no doubt that serial killing has increased over the past few decades, which is consistent with the overall rise in crime. Similarly, everyone agrees that serial killings have since declined, which accords with the overall decline in crime. For instance, Thompson et al. (2012) stated that crime statistics increased throughout the 1960s, the only decade this century in which crime doubled. According to their metrics, crime increased over most of the 20th century. Over one million crimes were reported annually in the 1960s before rising to two million in the 1970s and 3.5 million in the 1980s. By 2003, there were 6 million reported crimes, and since then, most types of recorded crime have been steadily declining (Thompson et al., 2021).

Furthermore, as stated by Cottier (2022), there was a precipitous decline in serial killers after that three-decade increase. In the 1980s, nearly 770 serial killers were active in the United States, and in the 1990s, just under 670. In addition, 189 Americans were murdered by serial killers in 1987, compared to 30 in 2015. In contrast, the approximate estimate of the global rate indicated a comparable decline over the same time frame (Cottier, 2022). However, where have the like-minded serial killers gone?

Aim
The research will focus on how and where like-minded serial killer have disappeared over the last couple of decades. The majority believe that imprisonment, law enforcement, or demographic factors have impacted the most crime decline (Thompson et al., 2021). Nevertheless, based on what previous studies and researchers discovered, such as biological, psychological, and sociological approaches that determined why and how individuals became serial murderers, serial killers must still exist today. 

Therefore, the overall aim of this research is to advance an understanding of the modern face and phenomena of a serial killer and to discover whether their target of victim has changed. Reason being, as stated by Maisner (2023) the RSPCA reported that the number of animals killed under suspicious circumstances increased by 15%, from 775 in 2021 to 891 in 2022, nevertheless has been on the rise for decades while the number of serial killers has dropped. In relation to serial killers, this is an important area of study as the connection between serial murderers and animal cruelty has been established (Dalton, 2019).

Overall, the value of this research is important to ensure that professionals are aware of where like-minded serial killers have gone not only to ensure the public safety, nonetheless, to ensure that all aspects of crime are being considered and fully investigated. To help achieve the overall research aim, the following three objectives are in place to help focus the research and to ensure successful data collection and analysis throughout.
Objectives
1. Establish theoretical approaches of serial killers in the UK
2. Evaluation of how police development has impacted the number of serial killers in the UK
3. Evaluation of modern phenomena of Serial Killers UK

Research Methodology
Saunders et al. (2012) suggest using the research onion as a method for conducting research and emphasise that each layer is equally significant and should not be rejected. In addition to academic rigour, practical methods for accumulating, analysing, and presenting data are essential for research, which is defined as a systematic and methodical process of inquiry and investigation to advance or create new knowledge or the use of existing knowledge in a new and creative way to generate new concepts, methodologies and understandings (University of Cambridge, 2023). (Figure 1).
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The Research Onion - Saunders et al. (2007)

Saunders et al. (2007, p.102) stated that the research onion comprises three significant philosophies: epistemology, ontology, and axiology. As pragmatism acknowledges multiple methods of interpreting and conducting research to acquire a much broader perspective, it is anticipated that a pragmatist philosophy would be suitable for this research. Additionally, Tashakkori and Teddlie (2010) noted that mixed-method research allows for collecting more dependable, valuable, and credible data to enhance the study.

This research will consider why people become serial killers by looking at the theoretical approaches; however, most notably, it will consider how serial killers have dropped significantly over the last decades and where they have gone. Therefore, this research will gather primary and secondary research to establish all objectives. This research is critically important to ensure that professionals and the public know where serial killers exist today. Therefore, this research will analyse whether or not all crime areas, such as animal cruelty, are being considered, as this could potentially be where serial killers are today receiving their satisfaction from inflicting pain and control on one another. Animal welfare needs are just as important as anyone else's, so their needs must be met. Data will be collected and measured from existing research and compared with the findings gathered by independent research. The data gathered independently will be established through face-to-face and online interviews with professionals and questionnaires from professionals and the general public. Therefore, to eliminate bias, it will be conducted utilising a combination of quantitative and qualitative research methodologies.




Participants
The sample group will seek perspectives from professionals that work in this field, including professionals from the RSPCA, probation service, police service, prison service and high courts. Moreover, the sample group will also include adults above the age of eighteen to represent the viewpoint of the wider population. Targeted communities and organisations in the designated representation regions will receive a call for representatives. Social networking sites such as Linkedin and Facebook, as well as specialised interest and professional groups, will fall under this category. As a result, participation in the research by the sample group will also include clicking on a link in an email or on a social media site to access and complete an electronic survey. Respondents' consent will be obtained promptly before they conclude the survey. Potential participants will receive an invitation email comprising information about the study and a link to the survey. A physical copy containing a detailed information document and consent form will be made available if desired. The respondents would then be required to include a signed consent form with their completed survey.

Similarly, if completed online via email or link, a consent form will be obtained from respondents by embedding a statement of assent at the commencement of the survey, prior to the respondent commencing the completion of their participation. Respondents will be directed to the consent statement upon accessing the survey link and given the option to consent to their participation in the study. If the participant chooses to consent to their participation, the survey will open for them to complete. Potential respondents will have six weeks from the time they receive an invitation to participate and a link to the survey to complete it if, after perusing the consent statement, they elect to do so. Participants and organisations' identities will not be mentioned during the research; therefore, their participation in this survey poses no potential risks. In addition, Survey Monkey's survey software will automatically eliminate the email addresses from which responses are sent. Therefore, the researchers will be unaware of the respondents' identities at the survey return stage. Overall, the data collected from these approaches will determine the modern face and phenomena of a serial killer and whether or not the general public feels any safer today considering the significant fall in serial killers over the last couple of decades.

Time Management
Time management, which determines the time frame for the study's execution and the timeline for data collection, is also discussed in the research onion (Melnikovas, 2018). It is crucial to determine an estimated timetable for research and analysis since time is restricted due to work and personal life obligations. As a result, a planned programme has been created to track advancement concerning time management. Furthermore, as it is quicker to interact with the target audience and takes less time than paper-based questions, online questionnaires will also be utilised to collect data (Asiedu, 2019).
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