MA(Ed) ECGE7001 
Philosophy and Practice of Social Research
Part 1 Guidelines

Assessment Component 1 – 50%: Essay (5000 words)
Consider and critically evaluate a research paradigm and methodology suitable for an educational context. Your research proposal should include:
i) the choice of focus and its potential impact on your own practice;
ii) a rationale of the methodology to be adopted;
iii) an example of an empirical data collection tool on a research area of your choice; include a consent form and letter of introduction, e.g. a questionnaire or a focus group schedule or an interview schedule or equivalent;
iv) ethical considerations relating to your research.


What is a Research Proposal?
A research proposal:
· Should explain and provide a critical rationale what you are proposing to do in your study;
· Details how you plan to carry out your research;
· Explains why you selected the proposed investigation strategies. 

Introduction 
This provides an overview of the main area of study and summarises in a concise way the central question that your study intends to address. 
· Provide some background to the rationale for your study 
· Succinctly capture the aims and objectives of the study. 
· Draw on literature to provide a historical perspective/philosophical or ideological issues/major theories/main issues, problems or advances, main findings to date. (This is not a literature review, you just need to identify what will be frameing the study.)
· Briefly introduce what you will outline below  


Methodology 
This is likely to be a detailed section of your assignment where you will provide a critical evaluation of your choice of research paradigm and research design. You could consider the following as a guide for the content of this section: 

· What research paradigm are you adopting e.g. a post-positivist, or a Constructivist / interpretive, or a Pragmatic, or a Critical Theory…
· Why have you chosen this particular Paradigm as opposed to a different one? 
· What methods will you use? Remember: your choice of methods will depend on your choice of paradigm and research strategy/ approach.
· Why have you chosen these particular methods? 
· Why were other methods not appropriate? (No need for long discussion on this point)
· Include references to:
· Samples chosen
· Numbers of people to be contacted 
· Methods of data collection
· Methods of data analysis
· Ethical considerations 

THINK ABOUT YOUR USE OF APPENDICES

Measurement Processes
· Justify your research tool(s). What are the strengths/weaknesses?
· What about access to the evidence? Trustworthiness? 
· How will you be defining major concepts? If measuring effectiveness, how will it be measured? This should link to your choice of research paradigm. 
· You may choose to append your data collection tool to this section of the proposal. This is also a good opportunity to detail any changes you made and why. 

Data Analysis
· Explain how you plan to analyse the data you have collected. (This should link to the choices made above) 
· Outline any reasons for your choice to analyse it in that way. (This should link to the choices made above)
· You can also use this section to explore any problems you think you may encounter in the logistics of the data collection, or even in the research design itself, which may impact on the validity of your findings. 
Ethical Consideration
· Provide a summary of the ethical considerations you need to make. 


Other Items of Relevance
It may also be appropriate (depending on the context of your study) to make reference to the following:
Timeline
· This may be completed in the form of a table. 
· Produce a detailed (and exact) schedule of all aspects of the research, including 
· time scales for background research
· questionnaire/interview schedule
· data collection / analysis
· writing your dissertation. 
Dissemination 
· Who will be given access to your final report? Why? How will it be shared?

Conclusion 
· Demonstrate the originality of your research. How will it be useful? How will it build on or add new knowledge to the field of study? 
· Consider what would be the positive outcomes of engaging in this research be? 
Appendices 
Examples of a 
i. consent form, letter of introduction , 
ii. Your data collection tools (e.g. a questionnaire , interview schedule , focus group schedule)
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Have I…
Written in an appropriate academic style?
Used references to appropriate literature?
Correctly referenced using Harvard Referencing?
Formatted correctly? (Arial, 12 font, 1.5 or 2 spacing)
Included the appropriate appendices?


