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The Professional Practitioner Brief: The importance of respecting the voice of the child
This is a brief for early year’s practitioners that highlights the importance of respecting the voice of the child. It is important that the rights of the child are respected. The United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) formed in 1989. The aim of the UNCRC is to ensure that all children have rights internationally. The UNCRC consists of 54 articles that include Children's legal, political, economic, educational, health, and cultural rights. The first 42 rights best highlight the importance of “the three p’s”: provision, protection and participation. Whatever country signs up to the UNCRC is then bound by law to adhere to the child’s rights. Every child has rights, no matter, skin colour, gender, age, religion, sex, or ethnicity. Since the UNCRC was adopted by the united nations in 1989, 196 countries have signed the UNCRC with only one country left to ratify. The UNCRC is important to Wales as it was in fact the first country in the United Kingdom to make UNCRC a part of its domestic law in 2011. Wales was also the first in the United Kingdom to appoint a Children's Commissioner. The position of the Children's Commissioner for Wales is to raise awareness of children's rights and to promote their well-being.

Article 2.                                                                 Non- discrimination 
The Convention applies to every child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they think or say, whatever their family background (UNCRC no date). As a result of the Equality Act 2010, all educational settings have the responsibility to take certain actions that ensure discrimination is banished, and to promote equality amongst all children. Following the introduction to of the act, in April 2011, statutory obligations were put in place. The Well-being of Future Generations Act 2015 in Wales demands public bodies to consider the long-term consequences of their actions, to collaborate more effectively with individuals, societies, and each other, and to avoid chronic issues like poverty, health inequity, and climate change. Practitioners should demonstrate a commitment to ensuring that the children in their care receive equal opportunities. It is important to promote a culture of inclusion and diversity. This will give children and their families the courage to speak up about any disabilities or special learning needs that they may have. In December 2006, the UNCPRD (United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities) entered into effect. It includes 50 articles that assure disabled children's rights are protected, enabling for better access to society and education (UNCPRD,2006).

Article 3.                             All decisions should be made in the best interests of the child 
UNCRC have Four main articles that form the basis of the UNCRC. One of these articles being article 3. Commitment to the best interest of the child. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) was officially adopted by the Welsh Government in 2004 as the basis for policymaking relating to children and young people. When making choices for and about children, the adult should think carefully about what would be in the best interests of the child. No child should be treated unfairly. In every childcare or educational environment, staff must adhere to safeguarding policies and procedures. This law, along with the Children's Act of 2004, safeguards all children from all different forms of violence. In the instance that an early year’s specialist catches sight of any markings on a child, such as bruises, burns or cuts it is mandatory that they record it, following the proper guidelines and procedures while preserving the child's privacy. It is critical that all children be monitored, evaluated, and their progress tracked. It's also crucial to have a strategy in place for assisting the children in moving forward from their present developmental stage. This can be accomplished by defining the issue and devising a solution.

Article 19.                  Protection from violence, abuse and neglect
Governments must do all they can to ensure that children are protected from all forms of violence, abuse, neglect and bad treatment by their parents or anyone else who looks after them. (UNCRC no date). The children’s act 2004 is an improved development of the children’s act 1989. It substantiated that every person that works in any setting involving children, promotes safeguarding and welfare for children. As a result of the guidelines in this act being in place, it gives every adult who works in an environment where children are involved, the opportunity to be informed on how children ought to be treated. It also enables the government to establish electronic records for all children in Wales, England and Scotland making child tracking simpler through local authorities and government services. The children’s act 2004 was put in place as a result of the abuse and death Victoria Climbie suffered. It was clear that the system was failing children like Victoria Climbie and drastic measures were to be implement. The act came into force following Lord Laming’s investigation (2003) into the murder of Victoria. On April 1st, 2008, new ‘all- Wales child protection procedures’ were put into place to ensure welfare is promoted and children are safe guarded. The ‘All -Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008’ override previous laws and value recent major legislative changes.

Article 28.                  Children have a right to an education 
Every child has the right to an education. Primary education must be free and different forms of secondary education must be available to every child. Discipline in schools must respect children’s dignity and their rights. Richer countries must help poorer countries achieve this (UNCRC no date). This means that every child has the right to attend any school or learning setting. It also means that during the time they are attending a school or learning setting, that they have the right to learn and to be treated with respect. In order to ensure that the children are having their rights respected and that the regulations are being followed, all educational settings in Wales are inspected by an organisation known as Estyn and all care providers in Wales are also inspected by CIW (care inspectorate wales). The Welsh Government is currently amending legislation to protect children and young people's interests in the educational system. Children up to the age of 19 are now covered under the statute. Nonetheless, after looking into it more thoroughly it has been suggested that the latest ALN Bill is expected to protect children and young people up to the age of 25. This increases the security of rights and the standard of care given to students as they move from school to higher education, ensuring that the same level of support is provided as it is at school. (Welsh Government 2017).
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