	
	
	



Arrest : powers, procedures and options

In this assignment it will look at the different journey's victims and offenders have to go through when going through criminal activities and the judicial system. It will include the different types of out of court arguments and solutions instead of going through criminal courts and how it will save time instead of a lengthy process. It will also include how a criminal will be processed before and after the court proceedings. This essay will also state the different levels of courts for the different types of crimes.

Police officers cannot arrest everyone as prison would be full, we can even see there at breaking point by the source of sky news (2025) which states “prison are at a staggering 98.8 percent capacity and the number keeps rising”. This shows that police officers must look for different alternatives instead of arrest which it will show in this essay. For example, police officers have the option to give out warnings instead of arrest. There are two different types of warning. They can give a verbal warning which is just a talking to by the officer or written warning to warn the offender and prevent the officer having to go through criminal proceedings for a low level crime. Warnings are showed by the source solicitors.com (2025) which states “Police cautions and warnings are the same and can be issued to anyone over the age of ten for minor offences, whilst this does not count as a conviction it can show up on any criminal records check”. Which shows it a good alternative to arrest as it warns the offender but does not criminal convict them, this could lead them to commit less crime as they have been scared off. For example, a police officer catching young members of society cause public disturbance they could formally warn the youths instead of arresting them and potentially ruining their life. Another way police officers can do something alternative to arrest is giving the offender a citation for like speeding they will just have to either do a speed awareness course or take the points and the fine which is a lot better than sending people to jail for going a little fast. The officer in question has the decision but then if an individual is doing 120 miles per hour in a 20 an officer would consider the power of arrest as it is very dangerous and could cause harm towards civilians. These police citations can also state that the offender must attend court at a certain date instead of taking them to holding cells for low level crimes but they got to attend or could face a huge fine or punishment. We can see this by the Glasgow law practice (2024) which states “A citation can be received by post, delivered by the police or collected from a local Police Office. The citation will tell you what court to appear at, the date of the initial hearing, the time of the hearing and details of the charge. Another tactic the police can use instead is to help programs like alcohol programs and drug awareness courses because prisons would not help but make them sober and give them a chance to turn their life around will benefit them a lot more. Especially since time in prison by a study shows that you're more likely to commit crime. This is backed up by the university of criminal law (2021)“ Research shows that long prison sentences have little impact on crime. Time in prison can actually make someone more likely to commit crime”.  This shows that programs like AA will benefit the offender more than making their life more crime associated by being in prison. In cases of mental health, the police might bring a third party like social services as they have better tools to deal with cases like that. What is PACE 1984 from the Gov (2013) website it tells “PACE sets out to strike the right balance between the powers of the police and the rights and freedoms of the public. Maintaining that balance is a central element of PACE” Pace includes the arrest and the stop and search of a person. Theres many different elements to pace for example section 24 which is the legislation that allows police officers to arrest an individual without the officer needed a warrent but they do need serious cause and a reason for the arrest. Dean solictors (2024) back this up by saying “Under Section 24 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 (PACE), a constable can arrest an individual without a warrant in specific circumstances. However, this power is not without limits, and the police must have reasonable grounds to justify both the arrest and its necessity”.  Code G also is a section of this legislation which the police use which helps offer guidance on arrest they deem lawful. This will also help tell them the grounds they need to provide for the arrest. This is backed up by lg.gov(2024) which states “The amendments to Code G update the provisions and guidance on the exercise by police of their statutory power under section 24 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 to arrest any person without warrant for any offence”.  The process that police do towards finalizing an arrest of someone is they create a  investigation of the person where they gather eye witnesses to the crime and to further back up the investigation they will bring in forensic evidence like finger prints or even cctv footage of the incidents as that can not be faked. Once they have created a proper case against the alleged offender they can go out and arrest the offender of the crime or if the crime happened they can then arrest them on the spot. They will then be taken in to custody where they will be processed and taken into the interview room where they will be read their rights.
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