Following on from the analysis of my research data, this chapter will aim to establish if the research has been successful in answering the question - ‘Are they British public ready for routinely armed police officers?’ 
This chapter will also aim to summarise my research and recognise its limitations.

· The research was successful in obtaining the opinion/perspective of the public regarding routinely arming officers in England and Wales. I used an online survey to gather this data. My intention was to attract responses from members of the public that represented the views of all sections of society. Both quantitative and qualitive data was collected.
· The research demonstrated that a large proportion of the public do not support the routine arming of officers. However, I believe that the research also showed a correlation between people’s emotions and their opinions on arming officers.
My research conclusions compared to previously published research literature.
Research published in 2017 stated that 72% of the British public supported the routine arming of officers (Sky News, 2017); however, this is in stark contrast to my research which showed that 66.7% did not support the arming of officers.  The result obtained from my research is near polar opposite to the literature produced by Sky News.
In order to try to establish the reason for these conflicting conclusions, further analysis of the data needs to be carried out. The source of the 2017 research was Sky News which is a large news and media company. This type of media outlet often tries to grab the public’s attention with controversial headlines and sensationalised articles.  I believe that this can prey on people’s insecurities/fears and influence their view on emotive issues such as routinely arming UK police officers. Therefore, the validity of the research carried out by Sky News could be brought into question.
However, it must be acknowledged that other research carried out has established similar results and conclusions to that of Sky News. BMG research (a reputable research company) published research data that concluded that 58% of the public support the arming of officers (BMG research, 2015). 
I have established that my research has concluded that the British public are against the routinely arming of police officers and this is in complete contrast to the previous research published by both Sky News and BMG research. It is impossible to determine the reason for the reversal in public opinion, however there are number of possible influencing factors: 
· The original research was carried out between 2015-17 when a number of high-profile terrorist attacks had taken place in Britain and other European countries. I believe that this may have led the public to fear an increase in the risk of further attacks and an emotional response to this was to call for more armed police.  

· Since 2017 there has been several high-profile incidents involving the use of police firearms which may have had a negative impact on the public’s perception of police. The most recent of which was the fatal shooting of Chris Kaba by a Metropolitan Police Officer in South London in September 2022.
Further research would need to be carried out to establish whether the emotional response to the above incidents was a factor in influencing how the public formed their opinions on armed police. There is research literature published by Yesbert, Bradford and Dawson which supports this theory. This research states that there is a connection between people’s emotional response to a topic and their opinion when they lack direct knowledge about it.
Further analysis of my research data also suggests that emotions are an influential factor in the public’s perception of armed police; 50% of people surveyed said they would feel less comfortable approaching officers if they were armed. While in contrast 72.4% stated they felt safe around armed officers abroad. It could be argued that there are two possibilities for this contradiction; either the public do not trust British police officers to carry firearms or they prefer the image of the traditional “Bobby”. However as 66.6% of people surveyed responded that they have confidence in the police, this again suggests emotion rather than facts influences their opinion of armed policing in the UK.

Limitations
It has to be acknowledged that there are certain limitations to my research.
 The sample size of 22 people is not ideal as it is only a small number when compared with other research that has been carried out. This potentially means that results could be less accurate than the research previously discussed. 
It is important to note that 91.7% of my respondents were males with 58.3% of my respondents being aged 18-25.
This is certainly limiting as it only provides data from a limited demographic section of society. If the demographic was wider, then the results might be different. I also understand that if the research was undertaken again then the survey could be distributed in other ways which could allow for a response from a more diverse proportion of the population.
Summary
To summarise the objective for my research was:
· To explore public opinion/perspective on routinely arming the police in England and Wales. 
· To evaluate whether routinely arming officers increases public confidence in the police 
· To explore the impact of routinely armed officers in neighbouring countries
I believe that all these objectives have been met. I have established what the public opinion of arming officers is while studying the impact that routinely arming officers would have on public confidence in policing while comparing this to other continental countries. 
The data obtained from my research has been analysed to try and understand the reasons for responses that were provided, while comparing my results to that of other published research.
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