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                A Child’s Participation in Their Own Development Within the Early Years Setting.

Introduction. This briefing paper aims to promote children’s development within Early Years settings, focusing on the child’s active participation and effective observation and planning. 

It will consider four of the articles within the UNCRC and how they relate to the case study. Practitioners should take into consideration that articles within the UNCRC relate and link together (Unicef, no date).

The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) state that all children have rights within all aspects of their lives. It is made up of 54 articles, that outline these rights and how to ensure that children are given the rights that they are entitled to. It came into effect in the UK in 1992 (Unicef, no date), and in 2011 Wales was the first country to make it part of their domestic law (Children’s Commissioner for Wales, 2019). 






Article 3. 

Practitioners should be trained to understand their role and responsibility to safeguard children in line with All Local Safeguarding Children Boards in Wales (2008).

According to The Right Way: A Children’s Rights Approach for Education in Wales, by The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2017) practitioner’s decisions should all stem from the UNCRC. Providing children with opportunities to become informed citizens of their community, and should be considered throughout all planning, teaching and policies.

The Welsh Government Foundation Phase (2015) is based upon the UNCRC and is summarised into seven core aims. Practitioners are required to follow the curriculum, to plan and implement enjoyable activities that encourage children to participate. Every effort should be made to present the curriculum holistically, enabling children to develop individual needs in their own time.

[bookmark: _Hlk22849015]According to Trodd and Goodliff (2013), parents are the experts on their own children. To enhance children’s development practitioners should work in partnership with parents. Welsh Government’s Parenting in Wales: Guidance on Engagement and Support (2014) agrees. They explain the practitioner’s role in working with parents to provide children with the best start in life. Based around the UNCRC, it suggests helping parents to improve their knowledge of child development and improve their child’s social and emotional development, by becoming confident in recognising their child’s needs.
 
Improved sharing of information with other agencies will ensure children receive all the care that they are entitled to (Welsh Government Parenting in Wales: Guidance on Engagement and Support, 2014). 

Nutbrown (2011) believes that early interventions are considered an effective factor in children’s development, this belief is supported in Every Child Matters as it states that early intervention is “key is to ensure children receive services at the first onset of problems” (HM Treasury, 2003). According to Early Intervention: The Next Steps: An Independent Report to Her Majesty’s Government Graham Allen MP (2011), most children develop their social and emotional skills from their parents. Enabling them to grow into capable and social people. Unfortunately, some children are often denied this right and therefore it is a practitioner’s responsibility to observe children within their care to assess if intervention is necessary.                                       



  
              Article 12

The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2019) is committed to making children aware of their rights, listening to their views and speaking for them on their behalf. 

The Children’s Commissioner for Wales, The Right Way: A Children’s Rights Approach for Education in Wales (2017) has been created as a guide for practitioners. It states that children should be viewed as citizens who contribute to their own learning. Practitioners should understand the rights within the UNCRC and listen to children’s views as a process through which to plan and develop policies and lessons, enabling the children to feel empowered within their own learning.  

The Welsh Government Foundation Phase Framework (2015) states that children should be involved in their own learning, so that lessons planned are interesting and developmentally appropriate for each child. If practitioners adhere to this, they are also doing what is best for the children as stated above under article 3 of the UNCRC. 

Children in Wales (2014) have developed The Participation Standards. An up to date guide for practitioners, to ensure children have a say in decisions that affect them. 

The ALN & Educational Tribunal (Wales) Act (2018) has stated the importance of children’s participation when making decisions on their additional needs where able, otherwise parents or a ‘case friend’ can be appointed to support children with their decisions.

Care Inspectorate Wales (2019) evaluate the extent children are listened to. Whether they are encouraged to contribute to their education and if they feel that their choices are listened to.





Article 16.

According to the Department of Education Guidance, Understanding and Dealing with Issues Relating to Parental Responsibility (2018) children under the age of 13 need consent from the person who has parental responsibility when handling data.

Practitioners should consider GDPR guidelines when sharing information on children with other agencies. This also links with article 3 of the UNCRC as the practitioners must decide if sharing the information is in the child’s best interests (Information Commissioner’s Office, no date).  However, the Data Protection Act introduced safeguarding as a reason to enable practitioners to share information without consent if they feel that the decision to do so could put the child at risk (Department of Education: A Toolkit for Schools, 2018). 

Every Child Matters are dedicated to removing legislative barriers to improve information sharing, by developing “a single unique identity number, and common data standards on the recording of information” (HM Treasury, 2003). This unique pupil number or UPN should be kept private. In line with Article 13, parents and children have the right to know this number, but it is advised by Information Management Strategy Support Materials for Schools that pupils and parents should only be informed if it is requested (Information Commissioner’s Office, no date).

Also, according to Information Management Strategy Support Materials for Schools all information about children must be kept private and secure. It is not to be kept longer than necessary and destroyed when no longer in use (Information Commissioner’s Office, no date).  

Estyn recommends using digital methods such as social media to communicate with parents (Welsh Government, 2018). This could be an effective way of building relationships with parents, although as Information Commissioner’s Officer, What Should our General Approach to Processing Children’s Personal Data Be (2011) states, the risks and benefits of sharing information should be considered as should the legal implications.







 Article 28.

According to Unicef (no date) the right to education should be child based and should enable children to not only learn about literacy and numeracy but to develop life skills that will enable them to become informed citizens.
The Welsh Government (2019) offer Flying Start in some areas. Offering those children twelve and a half hours provision until they are three years old. Children aged three to four years old, are provided with ten funded hours a week within Foundation Phase Nursery. The Welsh Government are also trialling The Childcare Offer for Wales for three-year olds, offering thirty funded hours until they begin full time education. These offers enable children to establish themselves within the Foundation Phase.
It is the responsibility of the child’s parents to ensure that they receive an education, suitable for their age and ability (Education Act, 1997).
Every Child Matters aim to support and engage with parents, to improve their knowledge of their child’s development, and to issue parenting orders if necessary, to avoid truanting (HM Treasury, 2003). Family lives (no date) explain parenting orders as a court order to provide parents with support and guidance to care for their child effectively. It instructs parents to attend a parenting programme for 3 months and can be extended for 12 to ensure that the child is attending school regularly. If parents do not comply, they can be fined £1000.
The Welsh Government (2011) devised the All Wales Attendance Framework. It is based on the UNCRC, legislative documents and professional expertise. It is intended to improve attendance and provide practitioners with a guide to working within the Education Welfare Service; supporting families and eradicating barriers for children to receive their right to education.

          


Conclusion Article 3 and Article 12 are two of the four articles within the convention known as General Principals. They are fundamental in implementing all other rights in the UNCRC (Unicef, no date). They highlight the right for children’s participation within their own learning and becoming contributing citizens.

A Practitioners role is using their knowledge to follow The Welsh Government Foundation Phase Framework (2015) and observe children’s needs and plan and provide appropriate opportunities for children’s development.

Government Legislation in Wales is based on the UNCRC. Practitioners should consider legislation to ensure safeguarding and while doing that the children’s rights will be adhered to.      
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