CHOOSING A RESEARCH TOPIC:

Please find below some information to help you in the process of starting discussion with your supervisor and deciding upon a research topic:  

· First and foremost engage with a topic which really interests you – you will be doing a lot of reading around your topic and to be passionate about a subject makes the research process a lot easier.

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Your topic should be specific: You should avoid very general topics as these are likely to be too broad in scope and unmanageable within the context of a Master’s dissertation.  A general rule of thumb is to think in terms of ‘depth’ of coverage, rather than ‘breadth’.
· It is important to identify a problem or question in relation to a specific topic as the focus for your dissertation in consultation with your dissertation supervisor.  What will it take for you to answer that question?

· Consider the availability of data/information/resources on possible topics: It is important at the outset to establish that the necessary data and resources are available or can be generated to meet the aims of the project. 

· Give early thought to logistical matters: Potential issues such as travel, subsistence, availability of contacts, etc. need to be borne in mind.

· As you will read in other sections, working to a pre-described timescale is essential.  Make sure that you have sufficient time to cover your topic. Develop a timetable early in the research process for the work to be undertaken. Care must be taken to ensure that the programme of work needed to meet the aims of a particular project can be realistically completed in the time available. 

· All research will require ethical approval from the University’s Ethics Committee and any research that involves human participants, human material, human data or animals, or if a student is concerned that ethical issues may arise from or during the research for a dissertation, may take longer to be awarded ethical approval.  Your Programme Director will be able to give you information about how approval should be obtained. 


