Making use of funerary evidence associated with one individual pre-Roman Iron Age site of your choice, discuss how the evidence can be used to identify changes in social status display during the 5th-1st century BC.
Danielle Alexander
BA Ancient Civilisations 
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Figure 1 - Reconstruction of the Tomb of Vix
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Abstract; The Iron Age Celtic site of Vix caused a surge of curiosity concerning the princely tombs of the time. The people of the Iron Age would have been experiencing social change as they transitioned from ‘Hallstatt’ into ‘La Tene’. By examining the data from the Vix ‘princess’ burial, it is possible to determine social status changes and their representation.

[bookmark: _Toc535938591]Introduction
The Celts are the name for the vast and mostly mysterious pre-Roman culture of continental Europe and the British Isles, ranging from the Atlantic and reaching as far as Turkey[footnoteRef:1]. According to ancient sources, the Celts’ homeland ranged from the Black Sea to the Atlantic and nature nourished the land with gold[footnoteRef:2]. The ‘barbaric’ tribes of Europe were said to be arrogant, prideful and fearless in the face of death, a formidable force but rather simple in cognitive development[footnoteRef:3]. However, the archaeological record displays that these people were complex, creative and competitive[footnoteRef:4]. They did not obliterate cultures as they settled in lands, but integrated and had complex hierarchal systems, demanding respect and relishing in honor. Callimachus and Timaeus both claim that the origins of the Celts lies within the mythical Cyclops or Titans[footnoteRef:5], likely emphasizing their ferocity and mystery, but also innate barbarism and polarity to ‘civilized’ Classical authors. This causes issues concerning the accuracy of the data provided, and one must be wary of allowing cultural stereotypes to affect the way the Celts are examined. The classification of the culture emerged due to linguistic analysis, yet this is problematic because this form of cultural identification would liken English speakers as Germanic. The placement of identity onto peoples of the past for ease of academic classification does not equate to the ancients of prehistoric Europe identifying themselves as one cultural or ethnical unit[footnoteRef:6]. However, regarding archaeology, the classification is divided into two separate types of material culture evident within these lands; Hallstatt and La Tene respectively[footnoteRef:7]. Hallstatt takes its’ name from the salt mines excavated during 1846-1863, revealing artifacts dating to the seventh and sixth century BC[footnoteRef:8]. However, further excavations identify the Hallstatt form from 1,200 BC to c.500 BC[footnoteRef:9]. The Hallstatt culture emerged alongside iron working and displayed many aspects of eastern and Etruscan influence, to reach its zenith between 700-400 BC and to dominate western and central Europe through extensive commercial contacts[footnoteRef:10]. Archaeologists ascribe history and culture through burial remains and associated grave goods, interacting with the material culture to understand the grander image of Celtic cultural life, including social identity, class equality, gender roles and ritualization while also displaying what is culturally important[footnoteRef:11].  [1:  Jones 2005:7]  [2:  Dobesch 1991:39-41, Carey and Koch, 2009:5-47]  [3:  Carey and Koch, 2009:5-26]  [4:  Jones 2005:7]  [5:  Dobesch 1991:36]  [6:  Jones 2005:8-9]  [7:  Jones 2005:14-15, Kruta 1991:33]  [8:  Jones 2005:14	]  [9:  Jones 2005:20]  [10:  Gimbutas 1963:92-93]  [11:  Nilsson Stutz and Tarlow 2013:2-3, Chapman 2013:47] 










[bookmark: _Toc535938592]Case study site: Vix
The focus of this report lay in archaeological data of Vix, France (also known as Mont Lassois), and specifically at its’ burials. The settlement dates to the Late and Final Hallstatt periods (500-480 BC)[footnoteRef:12]. It is evident that this was a beneficial location for trade roots, importing from the Mediterranean as well as Cornwall and still-mysterious Cassiterides[footnoteRef:13]. Moreover, the topographical setting provided strong natural defenses yet the inhabitants fortified using zig-zag ditches, causing control over both waterway and road access[footnoteRef:14]. Due to the fortifications, flowing trade, planned urban-scape, and granaries, agricultural pens, silos and wells[footnoteRef:15], it can be assumed that this settlement had a dense populace. Dwellings are identifiable through post-holes and central hearths, being excavated across the entire mound and reaching into the marshes – it appears, so far, that only one zone of the site reveals craft specialization specific, open aired, workshops and no market has been excavated[footnoteRef:16].  [12:  Frey 1991:88, Mohen 1991:103, Arnold 2012:366]  [13:  Berthelier-Ajot 1991:116, James 2005:23]  [14:  Berthelier-Ajot 1991:116]  [15:  Von der Osten-Woldenburg et al. 2006:47, Milcent 2014:38-42]  [16:  Berthelier-Ajot 1991:117] 

This ‘proto-urbanized’[footnoteRef:17] community housed an extraordinary burial known as ‘the Lady of Vix’ (fig 1 from Arnold – find it). Although “she’s been a woman, a man, and a transvestite… a ‘barbarian aristocrat’… [and] a ‘noblewoman’”[footnoteRef:18], the ‘princess’ was likely the last of her line[footnoteRef:19] or was offered as a communally beneficial sacrifice[footnoteRef:20]. It is believed that she lived between 550-500 BC and died at the age of 30-35[footnoteRef:21]. The burial chamber was wooden and contained a highly decorated wagon box, a bronze cauldron and two basins with decorated handles[footnoteRef:22]. Local pottery is also found in the burial[footnoteRef:23], but also a Greek krater import that is “more spectacular than anything surviving from Greece itself”[footnoteRef:24] and “the largest bronze vessel known from central Europe,” thus indicating the prestige attached to the item. Cunliff notes that the tomb had all the essential items appropriate for a feast,[footnoteRef:25] such as a bronze pitcher, two Attik kylikes, a gilded-base silver bowl, and a monochrome ceramic bowl[footnoteRef:26]. Furthermore, a notable golden necklace, or torc, with winged horse decorations, imported from the Iberian Peninsula,[footnoteRef:27] provides further prestige to this tomb. More artifacts include bracelets, earrings, and broaches[footnoteRef:28]. A wagon/chariot is also present, and all these items are appropriate indicators to high state, elite, burials of the Iron age[footnoteRef:29]. The inclusion of high-status symbols and location within a ‘princely seat’ of Hallstatt, causes this burial to be considered a ‘First Order’/’princely’ grave of whose inhabitant may have advanced social and political power[footnoteRef:30]. They are named as such after the discovery of wealth within, including Mediterranean imports, an assumption that valuable grave goods indicates important persons or dynasties[footnoteRef:31]. This is further enhanced by the possible influence the Greeks had on Hallstatt culture and socio-political organisation due to considerable amounts of contacts between the cultures[footnoteRef:32]. However, Milcent states that it “does not evoke… a Mediterranean acropolis”[footnoteRef:33] but is a continuation of traditions within Celtic lands.  [17:  Milcent 2014:35]  [18:  Butler 2009:1]  [19:  Berthelier-Ajot 1991:117]  [20:  Butler 2009]  [21:  Von der Osten-Woldenburg et al. 2006:46, Arnold 2012:366]  [22:  Arnold 2012:366]  [23:  Frey 1991:88, Berthelier-Ajot 1991:117]  [24:  James 2005:24]  [25:  Cunliffe 1992:23]  [26:  Arnold 2012:368]  [27:  Arnold 2012:368, Von der Osten-Woldenburg et al. 2006:46]  [28:  Cunliffe 1992:23, Arnold ?:368]  [29:  Arnold 2012:368]  [30:  Arnold 2012:372]  [31:  Butler 2009:2]  [32:  Butler 2009:2]  [33:  Milcent 2014:42] 

The Vix burial, alongside other sites displaying female burials, indicate that women could doubtlessly have had personal prestige[footnoteRef:34]. Hallstatt was organised around kinship relations, and the splendour within burials was presumably indicating ‘royalty’ at the most, very high status at the least[footnoteRef:35]. Bettina Arnold argues that women’s roles has been neglected in academia concerning this period[footnoteRef:36] and argues that the inclusion of anklets in female burials could be an indication of clothing differentiation that depends on “her age, marital or economic status”[footnoteRef:37]. The similarity between this tumuli and others during this period indicate that this woman was held in high regard despite prestigious burials with women being sparse[footnoteRef:38]. Furthermore, the burials appear to have a specific form of presentation, with men and women having different jewellery patterns and ‘rules’ – due to its’ ‘First Order’ classification, the Vix burial is categorised with graves that display “a unique phenomenon among Iron Age burials”[footnoteRef:39].  [34:  James 2005:67, Arnold 2012:373, Butler 2009:1]  [35:  Butler 2009:3]  [36:  Arnold 2012:366]  [37:  Arnold 2012:369]  [38:  Butler 2009:1-2]  [39:  Arnold 2012:372] 

The burial was examined as a ritualised sacrifice by Butler (2009) claiming: these monuments tumuli were built by the community with the intention of sacrifice to the supernatural powers and the wealth displayed is representing the community as a whole, not the individual. The inclusion of a human amongst inanimate items could indicate an enhanced value of the offering and it seems such a communal event would involve celebrations, thus feasts, to facilitate communication between the settlements’ inhabitants and their gods. Remember, Cunliff noted that the burial included items used within feasts (See above). Moreover, the site has longstanding connections to ritual and votive activity, yet the woman's’ burial stands out in importance. Furthermore, sacrifice was common practice when attempting to avert disaster by appeasement to the divine[footnoteRef:40]. This sacrifice could have enhanced her social status after death which means that the classification of ‘First Order’ can be connected to Butlers’ ideas, as well as part of the ‘princely seat’ interpretations. Butler also speaks of the possibility of ‘sacral kings’ whose personal prosperity was connected to the community’s continuance and were often sacrificed to restore societal balance[footnoteRef:41]. This notion of sacrificial pleading coupled with the extinction of ‘princedoms’ that occurred from the 5th century onwards[footnoteRef:42], could indicate social changes influenced by the La Tene expansion and therefore a change in how social status is displayed through burial practices. The Vix burial dates to the end of the Hallstatt period and is possibly the last burial monument of its type built but could have been a community’s plea to divinity to divert the disaster of, what we now see as, the decline of Hallstatt society[footnoteRef:43]. The Citadel, with connections to the Baltic, Adriatic, Mediterranean and mainland Europe, fell shortly after the arrival of La Tene peoples by currently unknown means[footnoteRef:44]. [40:  Butler 2009:6]  [41:  Butler 2009:10]  [42:  James 2005:29]  [43:  Butler 2009:8]  [44:  Berthelier-Ajot 1991:117] 









[bookmark: _Toc535938593]La Tene Takeover
La Tene culture, identified in Switzerland, appears to have emerged from Hallstatt and spread across the Celtic lands, with the twisting, mostly metallic works reaching their zenith during the 3rd century BC - Mansuelli describes it as “highly original, inventive, and dynamic, and offers different interpretational possibilities”[footnoteRef:45]. Mathiot[footnoteRef:46] states that family groups would be housed together under one roof, undertaking various activities in the home, and that there is clear evidence of elites residing in high-status fortified sites[footnoteRef:47]. However, the material culture saw a dramatic shift which could indicate a different socio-politically organized structure to society: aristocracy to agrarian[footnoteRef:48]. In the early La Tene, just as they had been in Hallstatt, similar social status display through artefacts can be identified, including “wagons, bronze drinking vessels and their contents (beer, mead, or imported wine), Mediterranean imports, and bronze or gold neck-rings and other personal ornaments of precious metal”[footnoteRef:49]. Generally, importance was not placed on the individual but “on the community and the common landscape”[footnoteRef:50] instead. During the third century BC, funerary practices began to differ, removing the importance of the community to place it onto individual[footnoteRef:51], thus likely being the cause for extravagant funerary goods that indicate the identity of the buried. This shows a shift in culturally important aspects such as self-identity and nature-related responsibility or respect towards the deities and how it is displayed in the community. Furthermore, the architecture throughout La Tene reflects cultural traditions and their development over time – making it possible to identify collective and individual presentations of status, identity, and traditions within architecture. This could be encouraged by the introduction of La Tene linguistically, with the two similar languages slowly developing to form an amalgamation of ideas and practices; “language predates concepts and provides a means of structuring the way the world is experienced”[footnoteRef:52]. This notion that language, and therefore community, affects the individual is seen within social constructionism. This methodological approach identifies language and ritualization as a significant form of socialization, imparted from the community onto individuals, shaping their identity and affecting their worldviews[footnoteRef:53]. Concerning Celtic datasets, this sociological theory can aid in understanding how habits and rituals affected cultural traditions and caused a different display of social status within the archaeological record as La Tene took over, and then again after the influence of the Roman conquest.  [45:  Mansuelli 1991:17]  [46:  Mathiot 2012:359]  [47:  Mathiot 2012:361]  [48:  Butler 2009:8]  [49:  Arnold 2012:366]  [50:  Mathiot 2012:368]  [51:  Mathiot 2012:370]  [52:  Andrews 2012:41]  [53:  Andrews 2012:41] 
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This dataset contains many gaps of knowledge. Notwithstanding the prominently French and lacking English scholarship, the looting of burials, inadequate excavation reports, and the loss, theft and mixing up of artifacts[footnoteRef:54], other burials from the Vix site, located under the citadel, are ignored[footnoteRef:55]. Furthermore, the scholarship involving the discussion of the Vix burial is limited to a gendered discussion or attempts to understand the extraordinary burial without actually discussing the contents or its’ context within a grander culture.  [54:  Arnold 2012:366]  [55:  Frey 1991:88, Berthelier-Ajot 1991:117] 

To conclude, the Vix burial requires more study in the context of the culture it is placed within. The scholarship requires re-evaluation concerning its gendered views, while also improving the scope and quality of excavation reports. However, the site is considered to be the last elite Hallstatt burial monument and the display of social status, whether achieved through kinship and princely tombs or sacrificial locations, changes with the introduction of La Tene culture and eventually Roman conquest. This could be caused by the transformation of identity representation and cultural traditions and new languages, artwork and hierarchal structure is introduced. The Vix burials’ dataset can be used to identify these changes due to the possible connection to aversion sacrifice and changing socio-political organisation.
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