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Book Biography

The book which I was given to do this book review had three volumes. Each with its own subtitle. The first of which was “Tabula copida in quattouz Scripta Al | bertimagni Ratilponenfis epifcopi fen | tentiarū libros articulum Dilucidantia |”. The second was “Scriptū quartū Diui Alberti Magni | ozdinis Pdicatozum Ratilponenfis | epifcopi fuper fecundo fententiarū |”. And the third being “Scriptū quartū Diui Alberti Magni | osdinis Pdicatozum Ratilponenfis | epifcopi fuper quartū fententiarū |”. According to the library catalogue the overall title for this work is “Scriptū primum (-quartū) super primum (-quartū) sentenarium [of Peter Lombard]”. Though this title does appear on the books themselves.
In terms of the actual book it was printed in 1506 on 15 die Martij, or the 15th March 1506. Once again this does not appear in the text itself and is from the catalogue entry for the book. The book has the class mark/shelf mark PHI 01044, this indicates that the book was donated by Thomas Phillips. Unfortunately there is no evidence of a full title page or colophon in any of the three volumes, this limits the availability of information available. The Book is in the Folio format, which is that the book is produced from full sheets of paper of which all sides are printed on.
The collation of the book is also in the style of a folio, that being that the book is numbered A, blank, B, blank and so on. In terms of the actual book the first of the three volumes has the numbering from A ii to E 5. From going through the book I could not see any illustrations, however there was some minor illumination of characters at the start of paragraphs. The text itself was written in Latin and thus I was unable to get an understanding as to the content of the books, had I known Latin this would be different.
The dimensions of the books front face are 230mm by 312mm, with the first of the three volumes being about 70mm deep. The books are bound in a calf hide with what look like copper alloy closing plates, this was hard to discern as the metal was quite tarnished. There was a little bit of leather still attached to the closing plates on the back of the book, appeared to be a dyed brown leather. The fronts and backs of all three volumes were decorated with a typical 16th century style of vine work and geometric pattern. The spines of the books did not have any decoration. The front and rear pastdowns of the books appear to be made from velum, but not from an older manuscript. The front pastedown features a heraldic shield: gules, argent per pale with a green pinecone? And female figure with a castle on her head. 
The books themselves were in quite a worn state, the embossing of vine work and geometric patterns were mostly worn off, likely through the passage of time. The pages of the book have yellowed with time, they also feature small holes throughout the pages as well as on the front and rear cover. These are likely from some form of mite or insect. 
On the front cover of the books there is an old hand written label, unfortunately most of it has worn away with time. The most I could make out was “-us magnus su-“ possibly Albertus Magnus? 
The bottom edge of the books all featured some writing, the first of the volumes says “Tabula Et Albertus sup primo”. 
Aside from these details it was difficult to discern much about the book for my lack of knowledge of Latin.
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