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Personal Statement

I am a level 3 qualified teaching assistant with eight years’ experience within the childcare sector. I am currently employed by Rhondda Cynon Taff County Council within a primary school setting supporting both year six and nursery aged children. I am continuously looking to enhance and improve my knowledge and development within early years and education. In addition to this, I am currently studying a BA (Hons) Early Years Education and Care: Early Years Practitioners Status degree at University of Wales Trinity Saint David one evening a week. My ambition is to complete my two-year degree and to return in 2022 to complete my PGCE.

Education and Qualifications

· Risk Assessment Training – January 2018
· Understanding Challenging Behaviour – November 2018
· Managing Challenging Behaviour – March 2017
· Diversity and Equality – September 2016
· Customer Service – Level 2 – July 2013
· Cymraeg I Oedolion – Level 3 – 2013
· Child Care Level 3 – Diploma – Pass – August 2013
· Child Care Level 2 – Diploma – Pass – July 2012
· English – GCSE – C – June 2011
· Mathematics – GCSE – C – June 2011
· Applied Science – GCSE – C – June 2011
· Home Economics: Child Development – GCSE (Full Course) – B – June 2011
· Catering – GCSE – B – June 2011
· Health, Safety & COSHH – October 2011
· Cross Infection Procedures and Dental Health Education – November 2011

Work Experience 

Job Title: Nursery Nurse/Support Assistant 
Employer: First Steps to Learning (Flying Start)
Location: Rhondda Cynon Taff
Duration: September 2013 – October 2020

During my time employed with First Steps to Learning I gained several achievements and took every opportunity to develop my knowledge and skills further. During my employment I had several roles and responsibilities as well as caring and planning for the children. These roles were fire warden, attendance officer, transition officer and behaviour officer. These roles required me to use my ICT skills, overlook behaviour plans, keep track of children's attendance, contacting other professional practitioners, attending link up sessions with feeder schools and finally ensuring the safety of the children and the and staff by testing and keeping log of all fire records.  
Throughout my employment I worked alongside several children with various Additional Learning Needs. Working alongside children with Additional Learning Needs required me to attend many meetings with other professionals to discuss and plan for the child. I have attended, Early Years Team Around the Child meetings, Drop-in sessions, Transition meetings and Child Development Team meetings. Additionally, all meetings required me to be professional, confident, and organised.

Job Title: SNSA/Teaching Assistant
Employer: Rhondda Cynon Taff 
Location: Rhondda Cynon Taff
Duration: September 2020 – Present

I have been a member of staff at Alaw Primary school since September 2020. Although I am new to the post, I feel that I quickly become part of the team and settled in with ease. Since September I have been working closely with a year six pupil who have recently been diagnosed with autism. During the short period of working alongside this child I believe I have built a strong and trusting relationship and feedback from staff has been positive regarding his progression and work ethic whilst at school. As part of my role, I also support other children with reading, spelling, and completing language link assessments. I also carry out a number of other duties including PE sessions, covering outdoor play sessions, completing one-page profiles, creating displays and acting as the named officer for Lego therapy.

Furthermore, from December 2020 I was placed into the nursery classroom every morning. This required me to be adaptable as I work alongside a range of ages and different staff members. 

Skills & other information 
· Listening
· Problem solving
· Reliable
· Customer interaction
· Caring
· Understanding
· Reflective

· Adaptable 
· Communicating
· Household duties
· Confidence
· Patient
· Supportive
· Positive

Other information & interests

· I obtain a full clean driving licence.
· I enjoy keeping fit and attending finessclasses such as spin classes and zumba sevral times a week.
· I enjoy walking, exploring new and local environments.
· I have a passion for arts and crafts and I designe and create my own stickers, vases, mugs and photo frames.

Refrences
Professional
Name: Christine Walker
Position: Setting Leader
Company: First Steps to Learning
Email: Rainbows@camaucyntaf.co.uk
Address: Dai Davies Centre, Hoel Eurwen
               Davies, CF39 9AZ

Professional
Name: Natalie MacDonald
Position: Lecturer Company: UWTSD
Contact Number: 01267 676602
Email: Natalie.Macdonald@uwtsd.ac.uk
Address: Carmarthen Campus, Carmarthen,
               SA31 3EP


Personal Development Plan

	Area for further development
	Why?
	How?
	Who/Where?
	When?

	Complete my degree in Early Years Education and Care: Early Years Practitioners Status.
	I joined this course to gain a first-class degree in Early Years Education and Care with the hopes of moving onto the PGCE.
	I will travel to Swansea every Monday or attend my lectures online. I will ensure my attendance is good for my lectures and that I attend placement to achieve my hours and more experience. I will also ensure all of my assignments are complete and handed in before the deadline.
	I will continue to attend lectures online or at Trinity Saint David Wales SA1 campus in Swansea every Monday evening.
I will attend placement bases within the Rhondda Cynon Taff Area.
	Course ends July 2021.

	Welsh Language
	I have basic knowledge of the Welsh Language. To become a teacher, I would like to gain further Welsh Language skills.
	I will register and pay online at learnwelsh.cymru  for a Welsh language course.
	I will gain my qualification through The University of South Wales and I will attend courses for the duration of 24 weeks within the Rhondda Cynon Taff area.
	April 2021.

	PGCE course.
	My passion is to become a primary school teacher.
	I attended an appointment with Mark Thomas at careers services to discuss my options. I apply for my position on the PGCE course by completing and submitting an application form.
	I will apply for the PGCE course online via UCAS.

	Apply by January 2022.

Start Course September 2022.

	Achieve B’s in both English and Mathematics GCSE.
	I currently hold C grades in Mathematics and English GCSE. In order to get onto the PGCE course I will need to obtain B graded or abouve in both subjects.
	I will apply for an English and Mathematics part time course at Coleg y Cymoedd Nantgarw.
	I will apply for both courses through Coleg Y Cymoedd Website.
If I am successful in getting onto both courses, I will attend part time evening course’s twice a week to obtain my required qualifications.
	Apply by February 2021.

Course begins September 2021.

	British Sign Language
	When the new curriculum is introduced in 2022 British Sign language is going to be introduced and can be taught as a third or subsequent language. 
	I will apply through the course online through the Coleg y Cymoedd website. I will then attend a part time class one evening a week to obtain more knowledge and to further my development.
	The course is provided through Coleg y Cymoedd and will take place in Ystrad Mynach.
	Starts 13th September 2021.
Classes will take place every Tuesday between 18:00 to 21:00.
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