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[bookmark: _GoBack]In what way can Touring Theatre affect its audience in terms of addressing social, political and cultural issues? Base your response on your specific piece of theatre you’re creating.

With the world constantly experiencing social, cultural and political problems, now more than ever. I’m going to discuss touring theatre and how it addresses these issues. 
Touring theatre is a very beneficial way of bringing theatre to areas with people who wouldn’t necessarily be able to go and see theatre regularly. Not everyone can afford to pay to go to London and experience theatre as it is sometimes extortionate to do so, and that’s not including people who aren’t situated in the big cities and have to pay for travel and accommodation if they’re coming from a far. ‘The UK Theatre figures do not cover the West End - where the average ticket price rose 5.1% to £42.29 last year.’ (BBC News, 2017) With prices like these for theatre productions it is great to have touring productions constantly going around providing knowledge and tackling a wide range of issues whilst entertaining the audience and encouraging people who’ve never experienced theatre or anything to do with the arts to get involved and maybe make an effort to see more. 
The piece of touring theatre we have created is for 5 to 8-year olds and explores identity and remembering our past that will help us sculpt our future. I feel it is important to tour theatre to children of that age because it’s a great opportunity for them to learn without the confines of a classroom. It’s important to give children the chance to experience imagination in the arts and express themselves creatively and not just academically. ‘At a time when the pressures on young people are perhaps greater than they have been at any time since the second world war, and the challenges faced by massive cultural and technological shifts, climate change, and economic collapse are immense, what we need is a rising generation who can use their heads to solve those problems but also their imaginations.’ (Gardner, 2013)
In our piece of theatre, we touch on cultural, social and political issues. The fact our cast include a variety of different genders, races and sexual orientations is a powerful factor in our piece. Everyone in our performance come from all different walks of life with different upbringings and childhoods and that will give our audience a chance to find someone they relate to. A big thing in each of our stories that we all shared is how we were all bullied at some point and I feel that’s something that will resonate with the children we are performing to as I’m sure a majority of the children would’ve or could be going through it. ‘There were over 24,000 Childline counselling sessions with children about bullying in 2016/17…More than 16,000 young people are absent from school due to bullying’ (NSPCC, 2017) One thing I feel is a big part of our piece is that no matter what your social or cultural background is, all of your memories matter and are key factors in sculpting the person you become. No one should be stifled or put down because they aren’t given the same opportunities as their peers, everyone’s individual truth matters and is worth something. Another big theme in our piece is family and the effect they have on the people we turn into, and I feel it’s imperative to instil into young children that family is a major factor in the person that you grow up to be, whether that be from good or bad experiences. There will be a lot of different children with varied home lives, and I feel if the children can see people open up and talk about their own truth and what they have gone through, that may give the children the courage to open up and talk about what they may be going through.

Theatre is a place where people can leave whatever problems they have at the door and disconnect from the world, it provokes all different kind of thoughts and feelings that no other avenue can provide. I feel that the opportunity to be able to take that experience to people’s doorsteps is an incredibly powerful and enlightening thing for both audience and performer.
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