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Emily Brown
Academic Skills
This semester has been a significant learning experience that has challenged me to develop new academic skills and think more critically about my subject. The most important thing I learned was how to properly analyse sources rather than just describing them. Before this course, I tended to summarize what authors said without questioning their arguments or considering their biases. Through the literature review assignment, I learned to ask critical questions about who wrote something, why they wrote it, and what limitations their work might have. This skill of evaluating rather than just accepting information will be valuable throughout my university studies.
Another crucial skill I developed was understanding the difference between primary and secondary sources. Working with Julius Caesar's account of druids taught me that primary sources require careful interpretation because they reflect the author's own context and biases. I now understand that historical documents are not simple facts but perspectives that need to be analysed critically. Learning to work with both types of sources and understanding how they relate to each other has given me a better foundation for research in my discipline.
Reflecting on my performance, I recognize both strengths and weaknesses. My main strength is that I am genuinely interested in my subject, which motivated me to engage seriously with the readings and assignments. I also improved my writing organization over the semester, learning to structure essays with clear arguments rather than just listing information. However, I struggled with time management, particularly leaving research and writing until too close to deadlines. This created unnecessary stress and meant I did not always have time to review and improve my work as much as I would have liked. I also found it challenging to express complex ideas in my own words, sometimes relying too heavily on quotes from sources rather than paraphrasing and synthesizing ideas.
The biggest challenge I faced this semester was learning to reference sources properly using MHRA style. The rules about formatting footnotes and bibliographies seemed complicated at first, and I made several mistakes in early assignments. I addressed this challenge by carefully studying the style guide examples and creating my own reference template that I could follow. I also used the library's online resources and asked for help during tutorial sessions when I was unsure about specific formatting issues. By the end of the semester, I felt much more confident with academic referencing, though I know I still need to pay careful attention to details.
Another difficulty was adjusting to the level of independent study required at university. I initially expected more guidance about exactly what to write, but I gradually learned that university assignments require me to develop my own arguments and interpretations. This was uncomfortable at first because I worried about getting things wrong, but it became more manageable as I realized that having my own perspective is what lecturers want to see, as long as it is supported by evidence.
Looking forward to next semester and beyond, I will take several important lessons with me. First, I need to improve my time management by starting assignments earlier and breaking them into smaller tasks rather than trying to complete everything at once. Second, I will continue developing my critical analysis skills by always questioning sources and considering multiple perspectives on topics. Third, I will work on expressing ideas in my own words more confidently, using sources to support my arguments rather than letting sources speak for me. Finally, I will remember that asking for help when I am stuck is not a weakness but a smart strategy for learning. This semester has built a foundation of academic skills that I can continue to develop throughout my degree.
