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Enterprise Troopers 
Enterprise Troopers provides primary school-age children across Wales opportunities to develop entrepreneurial skills in an exciting and interactive way. Enterprise Troopers activities develop teamwork, literacy, and numeracy skills. In addition to developing attributes such as ‘ambition, enterprise, creativity, and ethical trading – supporting the four purposes of the Curriculum for Wales 2022.’ (Business Wales: Welsh Government, 2023) Enterprise education is a crucial aspect of the primary curriculum in Wales. A vital ‘purpose of every school’s curriculum is to support children to be enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work.’ (Welsh Government: Business Wales, 2023) ‘The Enterprise Troopers are based on the ACRO model of entrepreneurship, the four key characteristics of entrepreneurial behaviour: 
· Attitude: Understanding self and motivation, setting, and achieving goals
· Creativity: Generating ideas, solving problems and creating opportunities
· Relationships: Expressing views and ideas, appreciating others’ viewpoints and working co-operatively
· Organisation: Ability to make decisions and fulfil objectives.’ (Welsh Government, 2023)
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1 - (Business Wales, 2017)
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2 - (Business Wales, 2019)
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3 - (Wales, 2019)
‘The entrepreneurial mindset is defined as a feeling or tendency to provide a critical and creative thinking ability (Nabi et al., 2017). The notion of the importance of the entrepreneurial mindset was conveyed by scholars and discussed the idea of an entrepreneurial mindset that is linked to self-competence (Haynie et al., 2010). Additionally, many researchers, for instance, Pfeifer et al. (2016); Zupan et al. (2018), have associated with an entrepreneurial mindset that not only focuses on self-capability but also several factors such as knowledge, experience, creative thinking, problem-solving, seeking opportunities, attitudes, and beliefs.’ (Puji Handayati, 2020) ‘An entrepreneurial mindset, sometimes referred to as a growth mindset, is a collection of skills that allow individuals to harness opportunities, overcome obstacles, learn and implement strategies and thrive in all sorts of competitive environments.’ To attain a growth mindset the child must be motivated, confident, trusting, have good teamwork skills, an understanding of their role (leader, researcher etc…) and self-belief because must believe from the start, that their idea will work, if they do not believe it will then they are setting themselves up to fail. (Constable, 2021) (Indeed Editorial Team, 2021)
Enterprise Troopers encourages an entrepreneurial mindset as it allows the children to reflect on their strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats which is crucial for entrepreneurs. Encouraging children to have an entrepreneurial mindset means that practitioners must enable and facilitate activities that allow the child to develop attributes such as determination and drive, concentration and decision making, independence in addition to good collaboration and teamworking skills and creativity in addition to a ‘thirst for knowledge.’ (The University of Arizona Global Campus, 2022) (Miller, 2020)
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4 - (TEDx Talks, 2018)
Creativity and creative thinking are important because it helps motivate children in their education by making their learning interesting in addition to increasing their self – esteem and problem - solving skills because they are encouraged to think of their own solutions and ideas. (Creativitylab.tv, 2022) (Bay Atlantic University, 2021) (Boyles, 2022) (Olufisayo, 2018) Enterprise Troopers allows children to develop their creative thinking as they think of and create their ideas, they use the resources accessible to create something that affects their school and community and can possibly effect change to an even greater. They come up with innovative ideas and account for all the aspects that are an entrepreneur must think of, i.e., costs and financial resources, time to create, purpose and the strengths and weaknesses of their idea etc…  Enterprise Troopers enables children to learn crucial skills and understand key concepts in an innovative way and children who struggle to learn in the ‘normal’ learning environment can show their knowledge, their ideas and their intelligence through these activities, providing an outlet for their ideas and developing their confidence because they can finally express what they are able to do (their strengths). 
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5 - (Jarrell, 2017)
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6 - (Entrepreneurship Sense, 2016)
Enterprise Troopers allowing children to have real experiences as entrepreneurs and business people encourages the development of skills such as teamwork because they are working together and listening to each other’s ideas when creating their product or service, in addition to developing skills such as creativity as the children have to think of ideas for their products or services and also developing communication and leadership roles as they have to work together and delegate roles to ensure their enterprise or business runs smoothly, to do this, the team has to function well together. Enterprise Troopers also encourages the development of skills such as problem solving and decision making because children must come up with ideas and find solutions to problems they have with their enterprise, i.e., this could be a lack of time if their enterprise is a service, in addition to developing critical thinking skills because they have to understand the benefits and shortcomings of each idea proposed and decide which idea they want to pursue further. (NCFE India - News, Career, Fitness & Entrepreneurship in India, 2022)
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7 - (iEduNote, 2023)
Vygotsky defines the zone of proximal development as the difference between the current level of cognitive development and the potential level of cognitive development. He stated that a child can reach their learning goal by completing problem-solving tasks with their teacher and interacting with more intelligent peers. Vygotsky believed that children are unable to reach the same level of learning by working alone. As children leave the zone of current development, he travels through the zone of proximal development towards their learning goal. This significantly supports the idea of Enterprise Troopers because Enterprise Troopers encourages children to work together to create, be innovative and critically think whilst problem – solving and making decisions.  (Kurt, 2020) (Puntambekar, 2021) (Rob Wass, 2011)
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8 - (Kurt, 2020)
‘Learners complete small, manageable steps to reach the goal. Working in collaboration with more knowledgeable peers help students make connections between concepts.’ This also is a significant aspect of Enterprise Troopers because Enterprise Troopers encourages children to think of ideas for an enterprise, meaning that they must take every aspect of their project into account, they have to take small steps as a start-up and progress to them establishing their enterprise, this also allows them to see the responsibilities and roles entrepreneurs have through practical experiences. (Kurt, 2020)
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9 - (Sevilleno, 2020)
Dewey believed that ‘effective learning required students to use previous (and prevailing) experiences to create new meaning–that is, to ‘learn’.’  (TeachThought, 2015) Enterprise Troopers allows children to experience what it is like to be an entrepreneur and run an enterprise, this allows them to use the experiences they have through this later in life in real – life situations, if they choose to run their own business in the future for example. Enterprise Troopers allows children to develop essential life skills that they will need in any venture they choose to go in to. Dewey believed that ‘school should be representative of a social environment and that students learn best when in natural social settings’ and this is exactly what Enterprise Troopers offers children regarding the business world. (Williams, 2017)
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10 - (University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2023)
‘The Montessori Theory is a method of teaching developed by Maria Montessori where the key principles are Independence, Observation, Following the Child, Correcting the Child, Prepared Environment and Absorbent Mind.’ The Montessori theory states that children should be allowed their independence, they should be observed and followed (encouraged in what they are doing and given chances to show what they know and are able to do). They should be helped when needed but should have freedom in their work and environment (they should be provided with the resources they need to experiment which is a significant aspect of Enterprise Troopers as they think of ideas that they could realistically turn in to an enterprise). Furthermore, Montessori stated that children have an absorbent mind, meaning that to learn something they need only to experience it. Enterprise Troopers was established to allow children to experience being entrepreneurs and developing the skills needed by an entrepreneur in a practical way, thus the Montessori theory supports children learning through activities such as Enterprise Troopers. (Daily Montessori, 2021) (O'Donnell, 2013)
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11 - (Modern Montessori International, 2021)
Through Enterprise Troopers, ‘learners can become increasingly aware of how Mathematics and Numeracy are essential in the world of work, whether they are in the role of employee or entrepreneur.’ (Welsh Government: Business Wales, 2023) Developing their interest and enthusiasm for learning and for academic subjects because they understand why those subjects are important and what they can be used for. Furthermore, Enterprise Troopers provides children with opportunities to apply their learning and skills in a practical way and reflect which allows them to develop attributes such as a ‘can do’ attitude and determination in addition to developing skills such as creativity and problem solving. (Welsh Government: Business Wales, 2023) In addition, Enterprise Troopers encourages children to be creative and work as a team developing their social skills and self – esteem because they feel confident in their projects and themselves. Moreover, children who struggle to learn in the usual classroom environment have a chance to participate and enjoy in their learning in new and innovative ways, improving their outlook on their education and providing them opportunities to showcase their knowledge and abilities whilst also improving their interest in learning about the world and how to run a business. 
However, methods and activities for learning such as Enterprise Troopers do not work for all children, for example those with confidence issues or social disabilities such as Autism as they may be put into situations, they are uncomfortable with, i.e., presenting their projects or public speaking which can make these children disinterested in being entrepreneurs and learning about innovation. This would also be the case for children who struggle creatively as they will feel less competent than their peers and possibly feel excluded as they think they have nothing to add, although they may have a role in the team they may feel left out if they do not have any ideas. Conversely, children who are interested in running their own businesses and being entrepreneurs in the future will find Enterprise Troopers to be very beneficial because this will allow them to have practical experiences of this to a smaller degree. Additionally, Enterprise Troopers is a great way of finding new innovations and ideas that could be used in schools, communities and possibly globally, i.e., the children in the 2017 Enterprise Troopers had the idea of reusable shopping bags which are used in many stores across the world. Ideas like these are really beneficial to the world and they arise because of opportunities for innovation which is exactly what Enterprise Troopers provides. On the other hand, some schools may not be able to participate in Enterprise Troopers because they may not have the resources to be able to do so which can leave children feeling upset and excluded as they are not part of the competition, and because there is a ranking system involved in Enterprise Troopers, children who do participate in the competition but do not win may feel defeated and less confident in themselves and their ideas.
Enterprise Troopers is a fun and innovative way to encourage children to learn creatively, develop essential life skills and collaborate with their peers to create a product or service which is very beneficial to their schools and communities. Enterprise Troopers allows children to complete projects in a different learning environment to the usual classroom and encourages children to be confident in themselves. The competition allows children to understand what being an entrepreneur and running a business would be like in real life situations, the children create business ideas, set up the business and sell products or services at a profit, whilst engaging with their communities. (Welsh Government, 2023) (Owens, 2014)
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