Critically assess how globalisation challenges the sovereign authority of the nation-state?
Globalisation is defined as the increased interaction of people via the growth of the exchange of money, ideas and culture (Appadurai, 2001). Due this increased interaction between different peoples, either via physical mobility or communication through technological means, the sovereignty of nation-states is forced to deal with the concept of multiculturalism, through either the ideas themselves, or the introduction to foreign ethnicities or cultures who usually bring their practices with them (Albrow and King, 1990). These notions can be explored with Appadurai’s ideas on ‘scapes’, the collection of ideas people use to create a sense of identity (Appadurai, 1996), and how globalization uses them to spread into new nations. This essay will explore and evaluate through critical analysis how these ideas, spread through the globalisation process, come to challenge the sovereignty of the nation-state. This will be accomplished by exploring notions of how globalisation deconstructs the power net-works created by capitalist states, how global corporations impact on culture, politics and economy and by seeing how globalisation has impact on art, to challenge existing social paradigms. Notably, the sovereign of a nation-state may not necessarily be those within government, but rather have enormous social influence, such those in the local religion, or native corporations (Gregg, 2016). 	Comment by jperks59@yahoo.co.uk: Two to three lines giving a general essay plan, be very specific
[bookmark: _Hlk498213159]Globalisation is arguably one of the most important determinant of the human condition, in that globalisation has brought forth ideas of many places where it challenges the accepted values of the nation-state (Castells, 2009). It was Nicos Poulantzas, a Greek Marxist sociologist, who noted that ‘what is specific to the capitalist state is that it absorbs social time and space, sets up the matrices of time and space, and monopolizes the organization of time and space that become, by action of the state, networks of domination and power’ (Castells, 2009). That is to say that the state itself creates its own personal networks of power within its own borders. This internal network additionally worked to create division between the various groups within said nation, such as various classes based on wealth. It should be noted that Poulantzas, much like his main source of inspiration and the creator of Marxism, Karl Marx, believed that a form of left-wing nationalism, nationalism centred around the power of the working class, was the method cure such divisions (Poulantzas, 2014). This class unity via nationalism would in turn greatly influence Bob Jessop into his theories of structural selectivism, which to Jessep meant nation-states ‘offer unequal chances to different forces within and outside that state to act for different political purposes’ (Jessop, 2007). Hence why globalisation, by the introduction of new idea, deconstructs these networks. Spanish sociologist Manuel Castells agrees with this concept, arguing that globalization has changed this paradigm of networks, as it challenges the state's ability to capture its heritage via the appropriation of tradition and allowing globalization to deconstruct and reconstruct a national identity (Castells, 2009). Thus, outside links coming from international forces can create a situation where those power networks are challenged. A clear ethnographic example of an ideas and concepts challenging the sovereignty of a state is the spread of Karl Marx’s theories to various nation-states across the globe. Notably in Vietnam, the Communist Manifesto, written by both Marx and Friedrich Engels, was significant because ‘by participating in the process of globalization complete with its opportunities and challenges, as was predicted by Marx and Engels in the Manifesto, the Vietnamese Communist Party and people will further find guidelines for a precious world outlook and methodologies.’ (Rau, 2007). This concept allowed individuals break down the former national paradigm, making way to challenge the French control over the nation (Shipway, 2003). It is also an example of how the global spread of Marxism aided the defeat of another globalist force, the imperialism of France. Hence, it can be argued that identities are originated from dominant institutions within a nation and that globalization is the force to break down those institutions, thus challenging pre-conceived identities. That however means that globalisation can spread ideas that defeat other concepts who also happened to have occurred through globalisation.	Comment by jperks59@yahoo.co.uk: Look up the theorists that inspired Nicos Poulantzas – explore the grounding theories and how Poulantzas got to his position 	Comment by jperks59@yahoo.co.uk: Mention Appadurai’s theories of scapes	Comment by jperks59@yahoo.co.uk: Capitalist states create institutions, which are used to hold power, which globalisation seeks to challenge	Comment by jperks59@yahoo.co.uk: Mention theorists
Another concept that challenges the sovereignty of a nation-state is the idea of consumption, which can impact a nation on an economic and cultural level, and changes the understandings of exchange and purchase. Consumption is unconscious act which only becomes noticeable under the right context (Appadurai, 1993), much like breathing or blinking. The principle reason for why consumption becomes so repetitive so due to what Mauss calls the ‘techniques of the body’ (Mauss, 1973), where he’s describes that the body demands its various disciplines to become repetitive, for the body to truly embrace said disciplines. It should be noted that consumption does not only take the form of food, but also of dress, hairstyles, electronics and various consumer goods. Consumption is a key feature of a cultural economy, and in turn, the global capitalism enforced by internationalist corporations, through mass production. Mass production in turn feeds into a mass market, where the identity of an individual becomes less important, as mass production seeks purchasers from the largest variable demographics (Adorno, 2001). Hence how we see how mass-produced products from the United States come to change the identity of communities in places such as Trinidad. Within Trinidad, the North American originating Coca-Cola has become part of the national identity (Miller, 1998), replacing more local drinks such as Sea Moss and Mauby. Another key example is Ecuador, where the more traditional cuy dish has transformed from an ‘everyday’ dish into a ‘celebratory’ dish and this the once usual Ecuadorian meal has put into a place of distinguished importance, and its normality replaced by global fast-food chains (Abbots, 2012). Here we additionally see Appadurai’s theories on ‘scapes’ in action. Appadurai believes that globalisation cannot be understood as a single phenomenon, but rather a series of disjuncture’s and fragmentations (Jameson and Miyoshi, 1998). For example, the spread of Marxism from Europe to Vietnam can understood as a fragmentation of globalisation. Appadurai called these fragmentations and disjuncture’s ‘scapes’ (Appadurai, 1996). These scapes are essentially the building blocks of a cultures imagined worlds, however they are still subject to influence from outside forces. For Ecuador’s case, we see an example of Appadurai’s changing ‘ideascape’, demonstrating shift from traditional ideas towards ‘modernised’ Americans ones, as seen by the replacing of the dishes. Additionally, examples demonstration how globalisation has been used by international corporations have used mass produced products to supplant traditional dishes and transform them into something distinguished from everyday food.
Mass production is not the only method used by internationalist corporation and banks, another is to invest within the country itself, to harvest and refine the resources it can offer (Shultz and Draper, 2008). These businesses will often create jobs, build communities around the resources for easier refining and will have other business following them to take advantage of a new consumer base (Ali and Kaynak, 2012). However, it can be argued that often locals will lose out when foreign businesses take advantage. A clear example is Cochabamba, in Bolivia, in the 1970s, a Washington based bank funded the creation of a national water company to gather water from the runoff springs in the mountains. Whereas it was first a success, as Bolivia did not have the money to gather the water itself, increased demand for water led to the bank demanding that the water to be privatised, which after being bought, led to an increase in the water bills for locals of Cochabamba (Schultz and Draper, 2008). Thus, we have a clear example of foreign businesses and investors using monetary coercion to make a formerly national institution turned into a business to make it more profitable for its home nation. Within this example we see several theories at work, Poulantzas’s Marxist ideas of internal power networks, in that foreign investment, whilst originally allowing the Bolivian government to supply water to its citizens, was now in the process of dismantling by not only demonstrating the government was weak in the face of foreign influence, but also in how it made financial gain from the people of Bolivia. Additionally, we see that Appadurai’s theories in ‘scapes’ are also at work, mainly that of a finanscape (finance-scape), in that money from the United States was being moved in Bolivia, and ultimately utilised to gain an advantage over the populace.
This finanscape, the movement of money and global trade within corporations can also impact many of the supposed duties of the state via the free market. It was David Held, a British political scientist who specialises in political theory and international relations, who said, ‘Sovereignty is a contested phenomenon ‘(2002), which in its most basic terms means that in the 20th and 21st century, the true sovereignty of the nation has shifted. Historically, the sovereignty would maintain this power by whatever means it had, usually via propaganda or the state military and the maintenance of this power would by the sovereignty first and foremost duty (Held, 2002). However, with the works of Jean Jacques Rousseau, an 18th century Genevan philosopher whose work would influence the minds of Karl Marx and Immanuel Kant (Russ, 2013), particularly The Social Contract, which established the idea that a nation should function as a community (Rousseau, 1762), this began to change. The duties of the state started to be expanded to not only simply maintaining its own power, but also to create equality amongst the populace of the nation (Rousseau, 1762). Kofi Annan, the former Secretary of the United Nations, noted his 1999 speech, ‘Two Concepts of Sovereignty ‘,identified a shift in the concept of the sovereignty of a state, in its form of changing from a sovereignty for itself to it being a sovereignty of the humans, i.e. working for the people. Thus, the life of the individual has increased in importance and thus the state must seek to serve in a beneficial fashion to their needs. This is tied into the concept that the sovereign state should reflect political and social life of its nation in accordance to the will of the population. In sum, the sovereign state must protect the liberties that this will entail. This change from the state being a form of overseer of its nation to its custodian is where concept of the ‘welfare-state’ comes from, which is understood as a collection of policies produced by the government (the sovereignty) to provide a safety net for its citizens (Timonen, 2003). However, the impact of globalization on a nation’s economy can challenge the sustainability of those policies. Due to outsourcing of jobs to other countries for cheaper labour and economic value being determined by the free market, competition within the market has increased pressure to make profits amongst multi-national corporations (Chang, 2003), and much like how pressure from foreign investors in Bolivia caused the government to raise water bills, nation-states are forced to reduce taxation to allow greater competition amongst businesses, which with the reduction of income, the government if forced to decrease the size of its welfare-state, as well as forcing to cut down any other government programs. The UK is a key ethnographic example of this, as from the 1980s welfare cut backs have been frequently happening (Gairthwaite, 2016). The motivating force for these cutbacks, which have occurred under both Conservative and Labour governments, is the ideology known as neoliberalism, which is form of liberalism with a more relaxed view of the economy, asserting that the free market has primacy of over everything else (Johnston and Saad-Filho, 2005). With the 2008 financial crisis, the government has resorted to austerity measures, including cutting employment in the public sector (Vaughn-Whitehead, 2013) and public works pensions being reduced (Munnell, 2012) are elements of the welfare state which have been impacted. Thus, we see the sovereignty of a nation challenged by international corporations to change its taxes policies, limiting the amount of welfare it can supply to its own nation.
The effect of globalisation and business has impacted on the flow and growth of immigration, and demonstrates how the shifting ethnoscape can come to challenge the sovereignty of the nation-state. According to Ernest Gellner, the concept of a nation can be defined in three ideas; a shared culture, individuals within the culture recognising each other’s mutuality and the right to be recognised by a nation from outside forces (2008). From that point on, one can argue from a nationalist view point that it is the duty of the state to uphold those three tenants, i.e. to the custodian of the nation’s culture. However, this concept is challenge with the influx of immigrants, bringing with them a culture that is explicitly not of the country they have come into. Appadurai explores this idea with the notion of deterritorialization (i Marti, 2006), a concept originally invented by Deleuze and Guattari in their text Anti-Odepedius (1972), which is the concept of individuals and peoples bringing with them a distinct culture and identity to a new country (i.e. their ‘imagined worlds’ (Gills, 2013)). A clear ethnographic example of this is the influx of Mexican immigrants, either via ‘lawful’ methods or not, into the southern United States. Arguably, Mexican immigrants have a strong desire to maintain their heritage, for example, a study made by the Immigration Policy Institute in 2003 noted that whilst there was a belief that learning English was important, around 41% believed it was not necessary for public schools to be taught entirely in English and only 7% reported that they had a good command of the native language (Farkas, 2003). Likewise, it was reported that 59% regularly talked to family back in Mexico, and 41% often sent back money, however, it must be noted that over half had no intention of ever return (Farkas, 2003). Thus, it demonstrates an immigrant group seeing it fit that they can both move to a new country was also maintain the heritage of their home country. 
Whilst issue of immigration and business focus on the material impact of globalisation, a conceptual level must be recognised. This means the globalisation that impact on the ‘scape’ of a nation without having to add any outside material presence. For example, the spreading of global ideas linked the concept of modernism, which is a movement towards changing traditional beliefs into ones more in tune with the what is considered the ‘modern’ global zeitgeist; the set of beliefs and values that motivate the actions of people across the globe (Kadir and Lobbermann, 2002). Regarding Castells understanding of national paradigms, modernism is arguably the shift from local beliefs to ones that fit on a global level. This can arguably exist in an abstract form, in that modernism primarily impacts on the culture of a nation i.e. texts, literature, plays and other forms of ‘cultural art (Sharpe, 2014). Tony Sharpe argued that globalists would appropriate the art of the local culture through assimilation through modernisation (Sharpe, 2014). Sharpe cites the work of T.S. Eliot and Wallace Stevens, particularly Steven’s poem Notes Toward a Supreme Fiction, having incorporated geographies of distant locales, were challenging their home countries inward facing nationalism, by building the idea of the world as a singular ‘whole’. However, it should be noted that Steven’s was incorporating the idea of globalisation to challenge the national paradigm, rather than an internationalist force actively coming to the nation-state, and externally deconstructing its previous values. Thus, we see an example of Appadurai’s scapes once again, this time from an internal force, in this case Wallace Stevens, actively bringing in foreign influence into to challenge his nations cultural paradigm. 
As mentioned before this conceptual force can be spread through world-wide communications. In turn, these allow the spread of ideas that can lead to a challenge of the nation-state. A real-world example of this is the so called ‘Islamic State’s use of social media. Using both google and sites such as Twitter and YouTube (Weichert 2017), members of IS could communicate their ideals and propaganda to individuals outside their physical influence. What these ideas and pieces of propaganda did was to break apart what was normally considered the ‘social facts’ of the culture these individuals lived in. These social facts, a concept first created by Emilie Durkheim (Durkheim, 2013), were a social phenomenon where ideals that only existed within the consciences of individuals had the power to sway and shape society (Durkheim, 2013). Globalisation, with communication, suddenly allow the once nationally confined social facts to be challenged by outside forces. One can argue that this in turn led to terrorists acts that were meant to challenge the sovereignty of their native nation-state (Weichert, 2017). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, this essay demonstrates that globalization challenges the sovereignty of nation-states via two methods; firstly, by challenging the existing cultural paradigms that exist within the state by shifting of Appadurai’s ‘scapes’ of a nation, be it ideascapes, ethnoscapes or finanscapes and through various different concepts, such as modernism and Marxism. Second is the creation of the global market, which impacts upon not only how the economy within a nation functions, but also what it sells in terms of physical products as well as in terms of ideas. What should be noted that these two concepts are not exclusive from each other and work hand in hand to challenge the sovereignty of a nation. Poulantzas and Castells theories of power networks in capitalist states demonstrates how the forces that globalization brings deconstructs the exist paradigms that exist within the nation. These forces can include internationalist corporations and immigrating populations, who while bringing their ‘imagined worlds’ and shifting the cultural scapes of their adopted nation. On the theme of international corporations, we see how their influence can change the finanscape of a nation-state, particularly what the government can provide; in the case of Bolivia it was water and for the UK it was welfare. Finally it was demonstrate that the ‘scapes’ that impact on sovereighty do not need to be affected by anything materials; the Islamic States use to social media allowed them to break down the cultural paradigms of the citizens of the nations they were reaching out too without actually having to travel to those nations and influencing them with their physical presence. With modernism, we saw the opposite – Stevens actively brought outside influence to impact on his work, challenging his nation’s paradigms and scapes with a form of self-inflicted globalism. 
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