1704471		Joseph Law
The Benefits and Limitations of Moodle.
Introduction
[bookmark: _GoBack]This report will look into the benefits and limitations of Moodle. We will evaluate statistics to hopefully allow us to come to a valid conclusion.

Background/Context
Moodle is the name given to one of the world’s largest online learning system and is used by the majority of the UK universities and other education systems. It’s a tool to allow educators and students to gain access to all sorts of material, from coursework, exams and much more.

Discussion
Moodle tells us that it has upwards of 90 million users, making it the world’s biggest learning platform. Having such a wide range of users across so many countries it must have many benefits. The open source software is completely free and requires no licenses, saving money in departments can only benefit the students and educators in other ways. 

Moodle is online based allowing it to be constantly up to date and can be accessed on any device and anywhere in the world with access to the internet. So, if a lecturer wishes to share a document with his/her students, it can be done by uploading to Moodle and allowing the students to access, this can be done out of class time. This means these documents can also be amended and kept up to date with current changes.

In previous years during education, lessons would be filled with handouts and in some cases a huge amount of paper waste. This can be kept to a minimum with the help from Moodle, all previous handouts can now be accessed online with no need for physical copies.

As lecturers and administration users, they can store all of their content on Moodle and only allow relevant files to be visible for certain students. This can be helpful in multiple ways, allows tracking as to what students have been taught. You can structure the content to plan out the syllabus.

Whilst Moodle is very beneficial to use, it still comes with a few limitations that we must discuss. Regardless whether a lecturer or a student, if you are uncomfortable with technology or computer illiterate you will difficulty with Moodle, although the user interface is as friendly as possible, Moodle is very customisable sometime making it difficult to navigate yourself to the correct options.

With all technology, it can always crash or fail. Moodle can and has failed in the past, making it impossible for students, administrators and lecturer to access the files stored on Moodle. This can be extremely inconvenient, especially when using Moodle to submit a form of coursework or assignment. This is not limited to Moodle, as your device could fail, your internet connection could also fail, leaving the same result, no access to your university content.
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