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Profile of UNESCO
Heritage in a national Context

What is UNESCO?
UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation) was set up as part of the United Nations to help keep the peace between different areas of the world in 1945, just after World War II.[footnoteRef:1] According to UNESCO, it was not merely the setting up of the organization that has helped maintain stability and peace, but the cooperation of each nation working together with integrity and respect for one another which enabled its success.[footnoteRef:2]  UNESCO has developed and changed since it first was established in 1945, as its focus has somewhat shifted from being an organisation of maintaining peace between different nations to that of working together to help to keep the environmental and cultural heritage of the world.[footnoteRef:3] [1:  Lynn Meskell, ‘A future in ruins: UNESCO, World Heritage, and the dream of peace’ (Oxford University press, 2018). Utopia, pg. 1.]  [2:  UNESCO, ‘75th Anniversary’ (2022): 75th Anniversary | UNESCO [accessed 23rd February 2022]]  [3:  Lynn Meskell, ‘A future in ruins: UNESCO, World Heritage, and the dream of peace’ (Oxford University press, 2018). Utopia. Pp. 1 – 27.] 

Universal Heritage
Universal Heritage that is granted UNESCO status is considered world heritage and is universal in the sense it belongs to everyone. World heritage includes both cultural and natural elements.  Cultural Heritage can incorporate monuments, sites, and groups of buildings.  Cultural Heritage is mostly associated with items that are made by people, as opposed to natural heritage, which can be found in the environment and is naturally occurring.  Examples of natural heritage include natural sites, natural features, geological and physical formations.[footnoteRef:4] These are known as tangible heritage, however, there is also intangible heritage, which is not necessarily World heritage as such, but there are UNESCO guidelines that are meant to protect it.  Intangible heritage includes items that are generally not physical but are passed down through the generations.  These items can include various practices, customs, traditions, performing arts (such as music and oral histories), and traditional craftworks.[footnoteRef:5]   [4:  UNESCO, (1972) CONVENTION CONCERNING THE PROTECTION OF THE WORLD CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE (unesco.org) [accessed 22nd February 2022]]  [5:  UNESCO, Text of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (UNESCO, 2003): Text of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage - intangible heritage - Culture Sector - UNESCO [accessed 23rd February 2022]
 ] 

Criteria for selection
There are ten criteria that are used to see whether an item is suitable to be nominated for world heritage status. Some examples include that the items are particularly are creative and intelligent in their design, they demonstrate the development and ingenuity of structures that are important to the area or over a period of time, and that the item(s) provide an example of historical development.[footnoteRef:6] It is important that at least one of the ten criteria is met in order to be considered a world heritage site or phenomenon.  This is as the world heritage fund allocates finances to UNESCO for such items to be maintained and protected under the UNESCO convention.[footnoteRef:7] [6:  UNESCO ‘The Criteria for Selection’ (UNESCO: 2002/ 2005): UNESCO World Heritage Centre - The Criteria for Selection [accessed 22nd February 2022]]  [7:  UNESCO, (1972) CONVENTION CONCERNING THE PROTECTION OF THE WORLD CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE (unesco.org) [accessed 22nd February 2022]; UNESCO, ‘The Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of World Heritage Convention’ (2021): UNESCO World Heritage Centre - The Operational Guidelines for the Implementation of the World Heritage Convention [accessed 23rd February 2022]] 

What UNESCO sites are in North Wales?
Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal
This site was inscribed in 2009 and met three criteria: i), ii) and iv).  The aqueduct is in Northeast Wales near Llangollen.  It was seen as a masterpiece of civil engineering, which was completed in the early 19th century during the industrial revolution.  The engineer responsible for the design of this item was Thomas Telford. The design is made from a combination of metals; cast and wrought iron, which was thought to add to its creative quality.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  UNESCO, ‘Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal’, (2009): Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal - UNESCO World Heritage Centre [accessed 18th February 2022]] 

Its inscription was given under criteria i) ii) and iv), which therefore gave it UNESCO status and recognition.  Criterion i) was met as the site was seen as a work of genius and this gave the site its international prestige.  It also is an example of how great the British ironmaking industry was at the time. Criterion ii) was met by the canal being an example of technical intersections and the development in the building and design of artificial waterways. Criterion iv) was met through the canal, and engineering involved in it, representing an important aspect of how the transportation of heavy goods enabled advances in the industrial revolution.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  UNESCO, (2022): UNESCO World Heritage Centre - The Criteria for Selection [accessed 22nd February 2022]; UNESCO, ‘Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal’, (2009): Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal - UNESCO World Heritage Centre [accessed 18th February 2022]] 

Since the aqueduct and canal is over one hundred years old, there has been a lot of maintenance and repairs to it, which has meant that it has somewhat changed from its original form.  Although this is the case it is still functional.[footnoteRef:10]  The site had previously been in need of repair and due to persistent campaigning, it was made into a UNESCO world heritage site in 2009. This was primarily done to protect and preserve the site and the cultural heritage associated with it.  However, it has also brought a number of visitors to the area, including people who have wanted to go over the aqueduct in a barge or other suitable canal boat.[footnoteRef:11]  On the one hand this is good for the economy and for promoting the area, on the other hand, tourism can have inadvertent effects on the natural landscape and on the sites which have been given UNESCO status. Indeed, the nearby town of Llangollen is often teeming with tourists, especially during the holiday period and when the weather is favourable.[footnoteRef:12]  In addition to this people are making use of the countryside, and where the more rural parts of Wales are, there has been a growing number of people visiting the area.[footnoteRef:13] [10:  UNESCO, ‘Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal’, (2009): Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal - UNESCO World Heritage Centre [accessed 18th February 2022]]  [11:  Peter Wakelin, Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal: World Heritage Site, (Canal and River Trust: 2015)]  [12:  Malcolm J Beynon et al., Investigating value added from heritage assets: An analysis of landmark historical sites in Wales (wiley.com) (2017) [accessed 5th March 2022]; David, J. Keeling, How Green is My Valley - The Changing Landscapes of Bala, Wales - ProQuest [accessed 5th March 2022]]  [13:  David, J. Keeling, How Green is My Valley - The Changing Landscapes of Bala, Wales - ProQuest(2012) [accessed 5th March 2022]] 

The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales
This world heritage site demonstrates the changes that took place during the industrial revolution to slate mining and quarrying around Snowdon and the landscape nearby. From the late 18th century until the early to mid-20th century, the industry was highly successful with it being exported to many places in the world.[footnoteRef:14]  Many of the systems involved in the production of the slate and the quarries where it was mined still exist today.  However, with it being a UNESCO site it is now meant to be a protected area.  This has been helped by the implementation of existing legislation.[footnoteRef:15] [14:  Seb Widgel-Bocott. ‘Mining Things: Confronting Loss and Flux in the Slate Industry Ruins of Northwest Wales’ Refract: An Open Access Visual Studies Journal, 3 (1) (2020) pg. 145-161. Mining Things: Confronting Loss and Flux in the Slate Industry Ruins of Northwest Wales (escholarship.org)  [accessed 5th March 2022] ]  [15:  UNESCO, ‘The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales’ (2021): The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales - UNESCO World Heritage Centre [accessed 18th February 2022]] 

For some, the slate landscape of northwest Wales is not automatically thought of as a world heritage site.  Indeed, it was not inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site until 2021.[footnoteRef:16] The site was given universal value as it met two of the criteria in which a site can be classified as a world heritage site.  The criteria in which it was inscribed under were ii) and iv) with criterion ii) being met as it was a large quarrying site during the industrial revolution which exported much of its slate to other countries and the physical changes to the environment as well as the influence the technology had on other countries.  Similarly, criterion iv) was met due to the site being an exceptional example of quarrying during the industrial revolution.  In addition to this, the way in which the slate was deposited and spread out on the mountainside helped the later development of railways in the area.[footnoteRef:17]  The growth of railways and other transportation systems has enabled the development of the area and has likely contributed to the number of tourists visiting the area. Although this may be the case, people generally do not come to visit the slate per se, but the landscape in of itself.[footnoteRef:18]  [16:  UNESCO, ‘The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales’ (2021): The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales - UNESCO World Heritage Centre [accessed 18th February 2022]]  [17:  UNESCO ‘The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales’ (2021): The Slate Landscape of Northwest Wales - UNESCO World Heritage Centre [accessed 18th February 2022]]  [18:  David, J. Keeling, How Green is My Valley - The Changing Landscapes of Bala, Wales - ProQuest(2012) [accessed 5th March 2022]] 

This should not detract from the political and historical context of the slate, although this is something people may not automatically consider when thinking about slate and its landscape. This is supported by Widgel-Bowcott’s argument that a particular area of the slate (known as level 9 in Rhosydd Quarry) was at risk of being largely neglected, as the records for this area and the barracks associated with it were mostly disregarded.  Although Widgel-Bowcott does not go into depth about other areas of the Slate Landscape, he suggests that there is a sense of loss associated with the area, which is not only because of the degradation of this site and loss of its original function, but also because many lives of the workers changed (and not always for the better) as a result of the quarry’s closure.[footnoteRef:19] Indeed, it could be argued that the closures resulted in the area becoming relatively poor. [19:  Seb Widgel-Bocott. ‘Mining Things: Confronting Loss and Flux in the Slate Industry Ruins of Northwest Wales’ Refract: An Open Access Visual Studies Journal, 3 (1) (2020) pg. 145-161. Mining Things: Confronting Loss and Flux in the Slate Industry Ruins of Northwest Wales (escholarship.org)  [accessed 5th March 2022]] 

Conclusion
Although the closures led to the workers’ lives being changed and may have led to the areas being deprived, the site and the landscape around it brings tourism to the area, which has helped promote the economy and generate interest worldwide.[footnoteRef:20]  This is also true of the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct, which has seen some changes that have enabled it to maintain its functionality as well its popularity.[footnoteRef:21] Since UNESCO sites, and indeed the sites discussed generate a great deal of attraction, there are also perhaps unintended consequences for such sites including the amount of usage by people which has led to some damage to them.[footnoteRef:22]  Although there are these consequences, UNESCO has endeavoured to protect sites worldwide.  This is evident in their mission and through the cooperation they have between each nation involved.[footnoteRef:23] [20:  Lynn Meskell, ‘A future in ruins: UNESCO, World Heritage, and the dream of peace’ (Oxford University press, 2018); David, J. Keeling, How Green is My Valley - The Changing Landscapes of Bala, Wales - ProQuest(2012) [accessed 5th March 2022].]  [21:  Peter Wakelin, Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal: World Heritage Site, (Canal and River Trust: 2015)]  [22:  David J. Keeling, How Green is My Valley - The Changing Landscapes of Bala, Wales - ProQuest(2012) [accessed 5th March 2022]; Seb Widgel-Bocott. ‘Mining Things: Confronting Loss and Flux in the Slate Industry Ruins of Northwest Wales’ Refract: An Open Access Visual Studies Journal, 3 (1) (2020) pg. 145-161. Mining Things: Confronting Loss and Flux in the Slate Industry Ruins of Northwest Wales (escholarship.org)  [accessed 5th March 2022]]  [23:  UNESCO (1972): CONVENTION CONCERNING THE PROTECTION OF THE WORLD CULTURAL AND NATURAL HERITAGE (unesco.org) [accessed 22nd February 2022]; UNESCO (2022): UNESCO in brief | UNESCO [accessed 8th March 2022]] 
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