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This essay will be discussing the provision of care and support for children and young people, with regards to the Social Services and Well-being Act Wales 2014. Research will be conducted by exploring a variety of websites in order to discover relevant information. 

Well-being in relation to children and young people can be defined as ‘physical, intellectual, emotional, social and behavioural development’ (Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014). Well-being for children means having the ability to grow up happily, having adequate care and being looked after to a high standard. Well-being is also ensuring good health, feeling positive about life and being safe. 
Care can be defined as ‘people who care for a family member, a friend or another person in need of assistance or support with daily living’ (Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust, 2018). Carers support the elderly and frail, individuals living with long-term illnesses, mental illnesses, individuals with disabilities and also people who are receiving palliative care. (Surrey and Borders Partnership NHS Foundation Trust, 2018). This is in order to ensure that every individual needing support can live their lives safely and fulfil everyday tasks. 

On the sixth of April 2016, The Social Services and Well-being Act came into force. The aim of the Act is to provide a legal framework in order to better the well-being of individuals who require care and support. It also provides for carers who seek support, and for transforming social services in Wales. The Act is in place as there is now more demand for care and support in Wales. The aim of the act is to improve the lives of individuals and their carers. It will also give individuals the opportunity to receive the help they’ve needed in order to lead a good life. In order for an individual to receive support from Social Services they are required to have a financial assessment. If any individual refuses, this may result in them having to pay for services. (Gov.Wales, 2014)
The Act will ensure that organisations work together, which would then ensure that there is no miscommunication between services. If there is not effective communication this could result in poor standard of care for an individual. An example of miss communication between health services and social services is the death of Peter Connelly, known as the Baby P case. Peter Connelly was found dead on the third of August 2007, only two days after a doctor assessed him and failed to notice the severe injuries he was suffering from. Peter Connelly was on the Haringey Council’s child protection register, whilst living through eight months of abuse. In total, he suffered from more than fifty injuries. After the Baby P case was publicised there was an increasing amount of referrals which then lead to an increase of pressure on social workers (Garboden,2008). 
The problems began in December 2006 when Tracey Connelly, Peter Connelly’s mother was arrested after a GP found bruises on Baby P’s chest and face. In January 2007 Baby P returned home. In April 2007 Baby P was admitted to North Middlesex Hospital. This was because he suffered from bruises, two black eyes and swelling on the left-hand side of his head. In April 2007 Ofsted took over and was responsible for inspecting children’s services. In May 2007 Baby P was sent to North Middlesex because a social worker had found bruising and scratches on twelve areas of his body. Connelly was arrested. In July 2007, there was another visit to the family where baby P was covered in chocolate in order to hide the injuries. On the first of August Baby P was assessed at a child development clinic, and then was found dead in his cot only two days later on the third of August 2007 (BBC, 2013). 
It is clear to see from this timeline that the underlying problem was the lack of communication between services such as GP’s and Social workers. It is possible that the pressure on social workers effected the quality of service they were providing, but this is no reason for a child to be neglected and left in a situation where bruises and injuries were being missed on numerous of occasions. 
Preventative services is a service that is offered under the Social Services and Well-being act. This means that individuals don’t need as much care and support, it also creates easier lives for the surrounding family of an individual receiving care. It results in easier lives for people suffering from a disability, less abuse and neglect, lower amounts of individuals go into care, children are less likely to break the law and people are able to live as independently as 
possible. (Gov.Wales, 2014)
The Act ensures that children’s rights would always stay central to the making of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. Every opportunity has been taken in order to 
‘strengthen our commitment to ensuring that children and young people are enabled to live their lives in a way that allows them to flourish in a safe and nurturing environment’ (Gov.Wales, 2015). 
This is aimed to ensure that all children have the opportunity to develop and grow successfully. 

If an individual is concerned about their child’s development or wellbeing, there are many services available to gain knowledge and advice. For example it is possible to speak to their GP, health visitor or teacher. It is possible to ask for information on what steps to take next. If then it is obvious that the child or parents need to receive additional support they would be  advised to contact the children’s services team at the local council. This is when they would receive a needs assessment. (NHS,2017)
The needs assessment is completed by a children’s services team and a local council. This then decides if the child would need specialised support. It is important to discuss truthfully what support is required in order to meet the needs of the family. Family support is available and this offers services such as, day care for children under the age of five, parenting classes, access to children’s centres and family support workers. Many of these services are offered by education or health authorities, but it is possible for charities in a local area to provide the service as well (NHS, 2017). 
‘There are over 5,600 children in care in Wales’ (NSPCC, 2018). This shows that there is a high demand for Foster carers or adoption parents in Wales. It is the Local authorities responsibility for all children who live with Foster carers, or live in residential care over a short term or long-term basis (NHS, 2017). Child protection is another service available for children and young individuals who are at risk and need protecting. Child protection protects them from physical, emotional and sexual abuse and also from neglect. If there are any suspicions that a child could be at risk, it is crucial that the child’s situation is assessed in order to ensure they are safe. (NHS, 2017)
The Children’s Act 2004 was put in place to strengthen and improve the 1989 Act. It provides a legal basis showing how social services and others deal with problems that are related to children. The Act aims to emphasise how children should be looked after, following the law. 
The Act has many principles for the care of children. These include, to allow children to be safe in any environment and assisting children to enjoy life and to be healthy. The act also aims to achieve economic stability for children to have a successful future. One key area of the act is that ‘if any agency is aware of the maltreatment of a child – or the misconduct of a child’s legal guardian – should make their finding known to other agencies’. (Claridge, 2017) This is important in order to protect vulnerable children and to ensure they have a good well-being.  If an individual within an agency is aware of the maltreatment of a child but there is a communication problem within the agency, this could result in further action being taken against the individual as a child would be in an unsafe environment for a longer period of time. 
The Children’s Act has also made plans for a Children’s Fund. The fund is ‘designed to aid in the eradication of poverty and financial hardship felt by underprivileged children or children who’s family’s financial circumstances leave them disadvantaged’ (Claridge, 2017). This is to ensure that underprivileged children get the same opportunities as other children would have.  The fund intends to make sure that children between the ages of five and thirteen have a good attendance at school. It aims to ensure that all children have the best start in life. (Claridge, 2017). 
Following the Children’s Act 2004, the government introduced another act called The Children and Young Person Act 2008. The act was put in place in order to increase the current framework of children in care in England and Wales. It also ensures that the care received is supported and that it’s unique for each individual. This is in order to meet their needs successfully. ‘The act also aims to improve the stability of placements for children and young people in care whilst also improving their educational experience and achievements’ (Claridge, 2017). This is done in order to ensure each child in care has a life as part of a family, rather than moving to new placements on a regular basis. It is done to make sure that children have a sense of belonging and that they do not experience a dramatic change to their lifestyle that could have an adverse effect on their studies or job. 
On Friday 12 June 2015 a new scheme was put in place called ‘When I Am Ready’. The changes were introduced as part of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) act 2014 and came into force in April 2016. This allows young individuals in foster care to stay with their foster family until they are twenty one. This allows them to live with a stable family after they are eighteen. If the individual completes an agreed programme of education training then it is possible that they could stay with their foster family until they turn twenty five. These arrangements support the young people because the new arrangements make sure they do not experience disruption in their lives. This could have a negative effect on their education or employment. (Gov.Wales, 2015)
Since the changes were put in place the local authorities now have to take into account when creating pathway plans for young people aged sixteen and seventeen, whether the foster carers and the young person want to enter the When I Am Ready scheme. The local authorities are there to give advice and support to the young individual and foster carers if they would like to enter the scheme. This on the other hand can only be done if the local authority is happy that it is not inconsistent with the young individual’s wellbeing. All children close to the age of eighteen who are placed in Foster care are eligible to be considered for the scheme. The carers who participate in the scheme will receive an allowance which is used to cover all reasonable costs of supporting the young individual. (Gov.Wales, 2015)
Every child has needs that need to be met in order to live a healthy life. Therefore Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs theory is crucial to every individual. The theory is represented in a pyramid with five levels. The four lower levels are classed as physiological needs, and the top level is classed as a growth need. The lower levels must be fulfilled before being able to move on to the next level. The five levels are as follows; Physiological, Safety, Belongingness, Esteem and Self-actualisation. The lowest level of the pyramid are necessities such as food, water and air. Next on the hierarchy is safety, which during an emergency this is very important. After those two needs are met, belongingness becomes important such as friendships and receiving love. The next level esteem includes having high self-esteem and confidence. Lastly the growth needs is the highest level of the hierarchy and is called self-actualisation. In this case behaviour is influenced by an individuals need for personal growth. (Unknown, 2005-2017)
The Attachment theory by Bowlby is a ‘deep and enduring emotional bond that connects one person to another across time and space’ (McLeod, 2009). An example of this would be a child’s attachment to its mother if they have built a close bond from when the baby was born. Attachment behaviour in adults towards a child involves reacting sensitively to the child’s needs. Attachment theory explains how a parent-child relationship is created and effects development. Bowlby’s past experiences of working in a Child Guidance Clinic, made him consider the importance of the relationship between a child and their mother. This is from a social, emotional and development aspect. This is what made Bowlby believe that the separation of children from their mother at an early stage in life, was linked to later maladjustment. Bowlby discovered from observations that children experience severe distress when they are separated from their mother. ‘Bowlby proposed that attachment can be understood within an evolutionary context in that the caregiver provides safety and security for the infant’ (McLeod, 2009).  There are two main theories that are said to be important in creating attachments. The first one is that the learning theory of attachment shows that attachment is learned behaviours. According to Bowlby’s theory a child will form an attachment with whoever feeds it. It is stated that this is usually the mother and that children associate the feeder with comfort. Children also begin to notice that certain behaviours such as crying attract the attention of others and through operant conditioning they begin to learn to repeat those behaviours in order to get what they want. (McLeod, 2009). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]To conclude the provision of care and support for children and young people in Wales is improving. This can be seen as many legislations have been put in place in order to protect children such as the Social Services and Well-being Act and the Children’s Act. Also the ‘When I am ready’ scheme for young people in Foster care gives confidence and certainty to young people. 
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