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Section 1-Introduction

In the 1969, the government passed legislation to allow people from the age of 18 to vote. This changed from 21 to 18 and recent campaigns have arisen to lower it from 18 to 16 all around the UK. The Scottish parliament have already passed legislation in 2015 for 16 and 17-year olds to vote in local elections and it was deemed a success. In this report, I will be looking at both sides of the argument and the arguments on whether it should be lowered or not and each point will come from a variety of sources which contains information that I will use in this report. 

Section 2-Reasons For

     There are many reasons in which why the voting age should be lowered. Many politicians agree with lowering the voting age as they say “At 16, you’re eligible to pay taxes, you can leave home, you can get married, you can even join the armed forces” (Cato M, 2017). A lot of different people agree with this statement as you are paying taxes to the government at 16 when you can’t even vote on who is the government. She also said that claims that 16-year olds are not responsible enough is “elitist rubbish”. 
     This argument has also been discussed for many years. In 2013, the labour leader at that time Ed Miliband committed the labour party for voting for 16-17-year olds. He believed that “the future of society is going to affect the young people the most” (Tilley J, 2019). He did not win the election and tory leader David Cameron was elected and he wanted to voting age to stay.  
	Also, another argument is that “lowering the voting age would increase youth engagements in politics” (Eichhorn J, 2015). This is true and Eichhorn has also backed up his claim with research saying that in the Scotland independence referendum in 2014, the number of 16-17-year olds that voted was greater of people aged 18-24-year olds and the people who found this information was the electoral commission which said 109,593 people that voted was 16 or 17 years old out of 3,623,344. 
An argument for the people that didn’t want it lowered was that young people would just copy the same option as their parents. However, this was squashed by Jan Eichhorn as he found surveys which resulted in finding that 40% of young people have different opinions to their parents which is a vast amount.

Section 3-Reasons against
     There are also many arguments on which why the voting age should stay the same. A main factor was highlighted by Phil Cowley, who said “You can join the armed forces at 16, but only with parental permission and you're not supposed to serve on the front line until you are 18.” (Tilley J, 2019). He also goes on and says you need parental permission to get married if you are under the age of 18. This is a very valid point and many MPs mostly conservative, agree with the statement. The former prime minister Theresa May also supports for it to stay as it is as she says that she continues to think “it is the right for it to be 18 (Stone J, 2017) 
     Furthermore, Professor Phil Cowley also believes that the age that we can legally do a lot of things aren’t going down but going up as he says “If you want to use a tanning booth, buy cigarettes or fireworks, or get a tattoo you now need to be 18”. (Tilley J, 2019) This is a very valid point as it highlights how the UK is changing and he can now argue if you can’t use a tanning bed, why should you be able to vote in any elections?
     The Conservative party as a whole are opposed to lowering the voting age to 16 as David Lidington, who has stood in for May at PMQs at the start of the year, has said that people below the age of 18 have “sufficient maturity and responsibility” to vote in elections. A lot of people have the same opinion, however there are many arguments against this quote such as the labour party deems this as “hypocritical and self-interested”. This is because the conservatives allow 15, 16- and 17-year olds vote in their leadership elections.
     Someone who also believes that the voting age should stay the same is Andrew Mycock, who thinks there is a link between the UKs voting age and of the other member states countries of the EU. He said “The voting age in 26 out of the 27 EU member states remains at 18. This is not an accidental coincidence and tells us much about how youth and adult citizenship is understood across Europe”. This is a valid point however there are now 28-member states.
Section 4-Conclusion
To conclude this report, there are some very good points for it to be lowered and for it to stay as it is. People around the UK are still split on whether it should be lowered and the debates will continue until something changes. Both sides of the debate have made some key points but have also made arguments on why them points are quite as valid as they make them out to be. In my opinion, I believe the voting age should stay the same because the adult age is 18 and voting in elections is very important in the UK and having children vote in them is absurd. If they can’t legally buy cigarettes, should they of be allowed to vote on whether we should leave the European Union?
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