Findings and recommendations
[bookmark: _Hlk168909333]While several respondents indicated some level of understanding of county lines, there remains a notable percentage who are either unfamiliar with the term or lack a comprehensive understanding. This highlights the importance of ongoing education and awareness efforts within communities with parents as well as children. Parents perceive schools and themselves as effective educators on county lines exploitation, but there are differing opinions on the effectiveness of education provided by police and youth organizations. Additionally, there is variation in views regarding the appropriate age to begin exploitation education, suggesting a need for clearer guidance and consistency in curriculum planning. The survey also revealed a potential lack of confidence among parents in educating their children about drugs and exploitation, indicating a need for increased support and resources for parents in this area. Suggestions from respondents regarding improving education on county lines exploitation, including incorporating it into the curriculum and providing specific lessons, offer valuable insights for policymakers and educators.
There are, however, limitations in this research; According to Theofanidis and Fountouki (2018), limitations of a study often stem from issues outside the researcher's control, such as the research design, audience, and other reasons. A constraint is a 'imposed' restriction that researchers cannot control. However, it may impact the study design, results, and conclusions. It is important to clearly state this in the report when submitting. To preserve the integrity of their studies, researchers must be aware of these limitations and note them in their publications (Price and Murnan, 2004). The researcher acknowledges that the most predominant limitation, is the sample size which could be non-representative of the population and not diverse enough to provide accurate results. The researcher understands that the estimated population of children in 2023 was 14,075,345 according to UNICEF (2022) therefore a more extensive sample would have produced a more unbiased result. Although the sampling size suggested that parents believe children have education in county lines exploitation, it draws back the gaps in the research identified in the literature review. One of the considered issues was the lack of literature relating to educating children around the UK. This relates to the researchers question where 34.3% of participants would benefit from some guidance in safeguarding children from county lines exploitation due to parents having limited knowledge in the subject.
Overall, the findings underscore the importance of collaborative efforts between schools, parents, partner agencies, and community organisations in addressing county lines exploitation and ensuring the safety and well-being of children and young people. Continued research and initiative-taking measures are essential to further enhance awareness, knowledge, and prevention strategies in this critical area. This research paper set out to critically analyse if schools in the United Kingdom educate children on county lines exploitation. The first objective was to research if schools teach County Lines Exploitation, whilst also researching if there is enough awareness for parents and vulnerable people in the subject. Whilst reviewing the current research, the literature review highlighted a lack of articles and journals into the subject. The questionnaire that was issued to the public revealed they felt schools should be responsible for dealing with County lines Exploitation, but they also felt as though there should be another organisation put in place that collaborates with the police to work on dealing keeping children and the vulnerable safe. A recommendation from this is to include the subject of County Lines Exploitation in the school curriculum. Furthermore, all police officers need to be continuously trained and educated on the matter of County Lines Exploitation as it a matter that is frequently changing and evolving, gangs can easily find new strategies so therefore the police must work to keep up with this. In addition to school education another objective was to establish if there was a lack of education from police and other third-party services. A high percentage of the public are not aware that the Government has withdrawn funding for School Beat which potentially stops police delivering education in schools. 
Secondly, a key aspect to protecting the public and ensuring that children and vulnerable people do not becomes victims of exploitation, is for the police to work with other agencies to ensure that there is a local, regional, and worldwide force in place to help prevent organised crime groups targeting the groups. The next step would be to educate all officers within the police despite their rank so that they are able to have specific understanding of exploitation which in turn may take pressure of some departments in the police but more importantly build trust between the police and the public. Lastly, another recommendation is to offer free exploitation prevention lessons to all age groups because the more educated the public are, the less likely they are to fall into the traps of being a victim to exploitation. Furthermore, based on the survey results, although it was determined that parents believed the school teach exploitation, the researcher recommends that parents should receive education in the subject as they are the first line of defence for the child, this makes room for further research.
In summary, the research aimed to determine if education on County Lines exploitation is adequate and assess awareness among parents and vulnerable people to prevent exploitation. Findings indicate that while several parents have some understanding of County Lines, a significant percentage lack comprehensive knowledge. Parents view schools and themselves as effective educators, but opinions vary on the role and effectiveness of police and youth organizations. The survey revealed varied views on the appropriate age to begin exploitation education and highlighted a lack of parental confidence in discussing drugs and exploitation with their children, signalling a need for more support and resources. Respondents suggested incorporating County Lines education into the school curriculum and having another organization collaborate with the police to safeguard children and vulnerable people. The study identified limitations, including a non-representative sample size and a lack of literature on educating children about County Lines in the UK. Many believe schools should manage this education, supported by police involvement, but are concerned about the government's withdrawal of funding for School Beat, affecting police education programs in schools. Recommendations include integrating County Lines education into the curriculum, continuously training police officers, fostering collaboration between police and other agencies, offering free exploitation prevention lessons to all age groups, educating parents on County Lines exploitation, and conducting further research to address identified gaps.
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