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2- Abstract. 
This paper will demonstrate findings that were achieved through both primary and secondary research, the research conducted and that will be used in this paper will contain both qualitative data and quantitative data, that data is the primary evidence which was collected to gain a deeper understanding of the issue. The secondary data that will be showcased in this paper will be in the form of academic research, this means that the secondary research can range from information publicly accessible from the Home Office or partnering agencies and Governmental bodies, to journals, books and articles. The research intends to critically analyse the effectiveness of the UK’s counterterrorism defence strategies. To achieve this the UK’s counter-terrorism strategies and response to terrorism statistics will be researched as well as researching academic journals for an understanding of the criminological and potentially political side of counterterrorism and understanding what roles they play. The primary and secondary research that was decided to use for this paper was done to effectively answer the research question.
The research conducted for this paper achieved its intended goal of answering the research question as the primary evidence gathered in the form of a publicly available survey had been created to get the response of the public on the matter revealing many issues surrounding the counterterrorism defence strategies in place within the UK. To coincide with this, secondary research was also gathered in many different forms that further aid in gaining an understanding of terrorism as well as providing research that directly correlates to the effectiveness of the counter-terrorism strategies that the UK has implemented.
 The material gathered also supported the idea that the UK's methods must be examined to evaluate their effectiveness, as well as many academic journal articles stating similar issues and acknowledging their presence.
3- Introduction.
The threat to the safety and well-being of UK citizens from a terrorist threat has become a prevalent topic in recent years, “terrorism has become one of the biggest issues and threats that the UK face today.” (HM Government, 2015) Terrorist threats to the UK however had already been an issue. Between 1970 – 2020 the highest recorded number of terrorist incidents in the UK for a single year was 292. (Statista, 2021)   For comparison after the year 2000, only four other recorded years had over 100 incidents recorded. 
[image: ]
The image is provided by statista.com and ourworldindata.org, and this image demonstrates the recorded data for the number of terrorist attacks within the UK from 1970-2020. 
This data shows us that even with the National security strategy recognising that terrorism is a top priority for the UK In 2015 the rate at which terrorist attacks are carried out in the UK has decreased since 1970, there are however spikes in the data that indicate an increase In terrorist attacks after a year of low recorded numbers for example in 1985 there were 67 recorded incidents in the UK  followed by an increase in attacks until 1988 where there were over 180 recorded incidents of terrorism in the UK. the graph shows that since 1992 when over 250 terrorist attacks were recorded no year following has had recorded data to indicate that terrorist attacks are more prevalent now that back then. This can be down to several factors that we will discuss throughout this paper, such as what is classed as a terrorist attack, the advancement of technology in the modern world and how technology has increased the risk of terrorism, and the response of the UK to the changes of threats that terrorism poses to the UK as well as analysing their effectiveness. 
 3- Objectives 
The objectives of this paper will be the key elements discussed to provide an answer for the research topic as well as specifically chosen objects to gain a better understanding of terrorism. The objectives of this paper will be achieved through both primary and secondary research ranging from a wide variety of sources, including academic literature, journals and articles, and key pieces of data from various sources. To complete the objectives both quantitative data in the form of graphs, numbers and statistics will be mentioned as well as the inclusion of qualitative data in the form of a survey within this paper along with its findings. 
The objectives of this paper and the areas that will be discussed of terrorism are as follows:  the psychological and behavioural effects of terrorism and how terrorism is ultimately a tool of fear to dictate political change. (Yehuda 2005) The economic costs of combatting terrorism will be discussed in this paper by analysing defence budgets and funding that key areas of defence against terrorism in the UK are receiving such as the defence expenditure from NATO to the UK.  To gain an understanding of the UK’s counter-terrorism defence strategy in place as well as identifying any previous strategies that have since been amended or removed, this may also come in the form of analysing legislation regarding terrorism in the UK as well as their effectiveness based on academic literature reviews of the legislation as well as analysing the amendments made to old legislation to face new threats of terrorism.
Critically analysing key pieces of data such as the number of deaths from terrorist attacks within the UK and other countries if relevant will also be discussed throughout this paper alongside analysing key pieces of quantitative data mentioned throughout this paper regarding the previous and current state of terrorism within the UK and can coincide with what the UK is told about the threat of terrorism. Conducting secondary research regarding the CONTEST defence strategy and how the UK’s leading defence against terrorism has changed to meet the new threats of terrorism. 
Identifying the UK threat level as well as researching how the UK and its leading counter-terrorism authorities decide the threat level. 
Using the history of the threat level in cooperation with the strategies in place for that time to determine their effectiveness, research public perception of counter-terrorism through a survey created for this purpose.
While the topic of public perception of the UK’s counter-terrorism strategies has been widely researched, (Lewis, J. and Marsden, S., 2020.) the research indicates that many UK citizens are still fearful of the effects of terrorism, therefore the purpose and the differentiating factor between previous research conducted and the research that was conducted for this paper is to understand why the citizens of the UK are fearful and to understand where that fear stems from and to discover the cause and effect relationship between the fear from the people and the strategies in place and how they rely on the people of the UK as a safeguarding measure. 
The objectives of this paper have been chosen specifically to answer the research problem, these objectives are believed to provide the best insight and understanding of the issues of counter-terrorism. By completing each of these objectives the hope is that a better understanding is gained through the research conducted as well as gaining the ability to analyse the effectiveness of the UK’s counter-terrorism strategies. The scope of the research conducted was set between the years of 2000 and the current year of 2023, this is due to the fact even though terrorism was still a prevalent global issue predating the scope for this paper it was important to research relevant information, the decision for the scope of the papers researched was also decided due to the increase in threats of terrorism which occurred after the tragedy of 9/11. As of 2015, the UK government had stated that the threat from terrorism is one of the biggest threats that we face today, therefore it was important to research literature that was relevant in discussing the still ongoing threat of terrorism in the UK. this paper may also aid in filling the gap in academic research in the field of counter-terrorism effectiveness. Whilst there has been research conducted into counter-terrorism and defence strategies that can be implemented (Home Office 2015) there are however, underresearched areas of counter-terrorism such as the behavioural and psychological effects as well as a lack of academic research into the effectiveness of the UK’s strategies through analysing literature and defence methods in comparison to statistics surrounding the impact of terrorism in the UK. 
10 - Literature review
 the effects that terrorism has on the mind and the behavioural and psychological changes it leaves behind on people are grossly under-researched in comparison to the weapons and methods of attack that terrorists use. (Yehuda, R and Hyman, S.E (2005) Hyman and Yehuda tell us that the goal of terrorism and its attacks is fear and the use of fear and violence in hopes to spark political change. However, research into the effects that this fear leaves on the body both psychologically and behaviourally is under-researched. This is the catalyst for the paper and the reason it was created, to research areas of terrorism that are not traditionally covered, as without researching every area of terrorism and understanding its impacts our effectiveness on how we respond to its damage will always fall behind. Furthermore, this paper’s research question was created after researching the UK threat level. As of February 2022, the threat level of a terrorist attack in the UK was labelled as substantial, (MI5, 2023) all authorities describe the term substantial as that an attack is likely to happen in the UK. The concerns arose when a discovery was made on the same MI5 informational website, as it states what the previous threat levels have been within the UK and a pattern was seen where the threat level would go from severe to substantial and it seemed as though those were the only two categories the threat could be labelled into. Substantial being that an attack is likely and severe meaning that an attack is highly likely. In the years 2014-2018, the threat level in the UK from international threats began as severe in 2014 and by 2017 the threat level had reached critical. As described by MI5, critical is described as a high likelihood that an attack happens in the near future. 
Given this information as well as the knowledge that the Government and organisations such as the Home Office and MI5 regularly review their strategies to counteract terrorism. there is a pattern emerging where the threat level increases in the UK and the threat from an international attack worsens due to poor strategies or is it because of other factors and the strategies are working? This is why this paper was created to answer these questions and to critically analyse the effectiveness of the UK’s strategies as a civilian within the UK and not as a member of the Government. 
The issue with dealing with terrorism is that it is a global issue, terrorism is not subject to the UK only and there are countries within the world who deal with the threat far more often than the UK, what this means is that it is almost impossible for the UK to use the same defence strategy that a different country has developed, for example, the United States has on average a very low death count from terrorist attacks from 1970-2020 other than the anomaly that is the events of 9/11 which accumulated over 3000 deaths from an attack.
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Countries such as the UK cannot use the same strategies that are employed in a country such as the United States for clear reasons, the size of the UK is roughly 94,058 miles squared with a total population of roughly over 67 million. For comparison, the distance of the United States is around 4 million miles squared with a population of 330 million as of April 2023. (World Data info, 2023) this information is a clear reason why countries such as ours must adapt to the issue of terrorism and develop strategies that fit the needs of the UK.
CONTEST 3.0
CONTEST is the UK’s answer to terrorism and with their new 3.0 strategy now in place is the UK safer from terrorism now more than ever? CONTEST 3.0 was released and published in 2018 with its predecessors leaving a solid foundation for counter-terrorism in the UK but falling short and needing changes to be made. The overarching principles of this CONTEST strategy are to strengthen the UK’s defence against terrorism through a multi-agency approach to tackling terrorism with the help of the public and private sectors as well as partners overseas in the UK. This CONTEST strategy also emphasizes how communities and citizens can help in the fight against terrorism. Ultimately the new strategy aims to reduce the risk against the people in the UK from threats both from within the UK and from threats overseas. (HM government 2018) the strategy is built upon 4 key principles to counter terrorism. The strategy reveals that since its predecessor in 2011 was introduced the threats of terrorism both globally and within the UK have encountered increased threats of terrorism as well as detailing why. A persistent threat from Al Qa’ida as well as the creation of a new “cult-like caliphate “. The strategy is therefore acknowledging the creation of a new threat and has used this new threat as well as the threat from Al Qa’ida as the basis for their new CONTEST 3.0 strategy as they believe they pose the biggest threat to the world and the UK as well as telling us that these threats have began using the internet heavily in their attacks across the globe through radicalisation by having messages sent through British communities in an attempt to gain sympathy and followers of their radical beliefs. 
To counteract this what does the new strategy propose we do?
The new strategy introduced proposes a new “4P” plan which we know is still in effect. The 4 p’s stand for Prevent, Pursue, Protect and Prepare 
Prevent- the idea of the prevention strategy is to stop the problem of terrorism before it begins. This is about the method these terrorist organisations use known as radicalisation. “Radicalisation is the process through which a person comes to support or be involved in extremist ideologies.” (NSPCC, 2021) the prevention strategy works by safeguarding people who are deemed vulnerable to radicalisation through building strong relationships with communities and creating programs to work with people to de-radicalise them within 12 months. (CONTEST, 2018) 
Pursue- the method of stopping terrorist attacks through the use of intelligence gathered on potential terrorist attacks both by a group or organization or from lone wolf terrorists, CONTEST 3.0 set itself a target of training 1900 new intelligence officers as recommended by the National security review in 2015 which has been touched upon in the paper, this is a positive change and a good sign that they are listening to the feedback given to them after reviews of previous strategies have been made to strengthen the new plan. The pursue method revolves around using intelligence gathered to pursue the terrorists and put a stop to their plan early on which is a much-needed strategy as it will always be more beneficial to act before an attack than after.
Protect – the idea of protecting the UK from a terrorist attack by leading the world in its screening process as well as detection technology at borders. (CONTEST, 2018) the protection strategy revolves around a multi-agency approach that the UK is trying to improve. In this instance, it is the sharing of information from organisations involved with counter-terrorism such as the Home Office, MI5 and JTAC who will be discussed within the paper with other agencies such as those who protect the borders to ensure that overseas threats cannot have easy access to densely populated areas.
Prepare – if the worst is to happen and the UK experiences an attack then the CONTEST model details what we can expect to happen from the UK in response. Such as having our emergency services trained for terrorist scenarios within areas of the UK where an attack is more likely, this means that funding for the services is paramount to ensure that the services can gain the much-needed training, having specific terrorist training methods to test the multi-agency response to a call for an attack to ensure that if one was to occur then all the agencies involved understand their role and carry out their duty effectively.
[image: ]Now with a good understanding of what the CONTEST 3.0 strategy’s principles are it is time to evaluate its effectiveness since its inception in 2018. A website called Vision of Humanity has dedicated itself as an organisation that records information regarding terrorism across the world for different years. The website records incidents, injuries and fatalities, for this paper and due to the fact that the paper includes information regarding the number of deaths from terrorism already the focus will be on the incidents recorded. Beginning in 2018 the year when the new strategy was implemented the website tells us that 46 incidents involving terrorism were recorded that year with one fatality also recorded, the UK also ranked 26th out of 163 for that year in recorded incidents.





(Vision of Humanity, 2021)
following 2018 and the introduction of CONTEST 3.0 the number of incidents recorded with Vision of Humanity decrease drastically and that trend seems to continue going into 2022 with the number of incidents reported being 4. If we are to use data like this as concrete evidence for the effectiveness of the UK’s method, then it is easy to say that the UK is reducing the threat of terrorism within the UK. However, with every offence committed within the UK, the decision of whether an act of terrorism was committed is decided by the sentencing council. There are guidelines are specific legislation within the UK that were introduced to highlight the offence of terrorism by outlining what possible acts can be deemed as terroristic as well as what the maximum sentence given for an offence can be. Why is this relevant? Terrorist incidents reported only show one half of the story, the key issue is how many of those incidents are sentenced as an act of terrorism.  And how many potential terrorists are prosecuted and sentenced?
A key piece of Information regarding terrorism is the stigma surrounding the issue which is that an act of terrorism is done so to create political change or to promote extreme idealistic views. However, the sentencing council and the terrorism act 2000 outline the potential offences of terrorism and within these two pieces of information it states that any of these acts committed in combination with firearms or explosives is deemed automatically as an act of terrorism regardless of if the act was set to inspire political change. (Sentencing Council. gov. UK. 2021)
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(Legislation.gov.uk, 2000)
The threat of terrorism within the UK is still very prevalent and is still an ongoing issue. The Royal United Services Institute (RUSI) stated in an article published in 2022 that MI5 had recently reviewed their counter-terrorism defence strategies and discussed the changing nature of the threats the UK face from terrorism. In a speech from the General Director of the MI5 Ken McCallum (RUSI. 2022), he stated that since July 2021 the UK had disrupted eight late-stage terrorist plots planning to attack the UK and its assets. He also stated that during the same reporting period, the UK had experienced three attacks of terrorism. a key piece of information highlighted within this article is that the director of the MI5 stated how key changes need to be implemented into the current Contest strategy in place to battle terrorism, likely due to the attacks suffered that were referred to in the article, another issue raised within this article is the ability to determine and class what acts committed are terrorism or not, this could likely mean that a big concern the MI5 has for the current strategy CONTEST is the ability to demarcate offences of terrorism. 
The impacts of terrorism can take many forms and are not only limited to the total number of deaths, a severe impact of terrorism and an impact that in 2017 has become one of the leading areas of research and discussion between governments globally is the economic cost and implications of terrorism. (Ryder and COE-DAT, 2022) this includes how terrorist organisations are funded in modern-day society through the use of the Internet and cryptocurrencies. “Bitcoin may be used to finance terrorism and is often associated with illegal activities such as money laundering and funding terrorism.” (Carmona 2015) 
COE-DAT who is NATO’s department head for counter-terrorism also believes that cryptocurrencies have become a large factor in how terrorist organisations receive their funding, as they can receive money with speed and anonymity from authorities. while this does not apply directly to the economic cost of combatting terrorism this information does, however, give an insight into how terrorist organisations have created a new threat by using cryptocurrencies such as bitcoin to fund their operations when in previous years a key defence against terrorism was to limit the funding of these organisations through legislation defining offences of terrorism such as fundraising as a terrorist offence, (terrorism act 2000) cutting the funding of terrorist organisations remains to be a key defence against terrorism within the UK as the current legislation used for terrorism is the terrorism act 2006, this legislation was created with revisions made to the previous legislation in 2000 with changes in place for areas such as sentences for terrorist offences, however, no such provision has been made for the need to reduce terrorist funding meaning that it is still prevalent and in need of doing.
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Description automatically generated]The total spending on counterterrorism had risen by 30%, this increase takes the total cost of counter-terrorism from £11 billion to £15 billion. ( Home Office, 2017)  a 30% increase in the counter-terrorism fund in 2017 demonstrates that despite the efforts of the UK additional funding and economic support was needed to fund new operations to reduce the number of attacks and incidents that terrorism accounts for annually. within the UK there is a conflict, security and stability fund in place that accounts for overseas and national threats to the UK, this fund also accounts for the amount of funding that the counter-terrorism strategies receive.  the annual report of the year 2021/22 states that counter-terrorism programmes received over £30 million of the CSSF’s budget of £850 million. (CSSF, GOV.UK.2022(







The role of the British army is to protect the assets of the UK, its people and to protect the country’s national interests. (UK Parliament 2023) (British Army 2023) In stating what the British Army’s roles are it is said that the army can be expected to assist police forces in threats of terrorism as well as dealing with threats of an explosive such as a bomb as well as dealing with any intelligence of terrorism. What this means is that the British army is a leading defence strategy for countering terrorism. This information is important when discussing the economic impacts of terrorism as the budget and the funding of the Army account for the cost total of counter-terrorism within the UK. 
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These images represent the total expenditure for “defences” for each member country of NATO. (North Atlantic Treaty Organisation) 
The data published shows that the total defence expenditure for the United Kingdom for the year 2021 was £52 million. NATO also fund other aspects of the country’s needs such as equipment needs, however, the focus of this section of this paper is to analyse the economic cost of terrorism therefore the defence expenditure is a key piece of data showing the funding that the UK receives from NATO for its defence strategies. When compared to a country much larger than the UK and with greater needs such as the United States it is clear that countries such as the U.S. require much more funding for their defence than the UK, around £750 million more in funding. Does this mean that the UK suffers a lesser threat of terrorism than the US and furthermore what does this tell us about the economic impact of terrorism in the UK in comparison? 
The data indicates that the threat of terrorism in the UK by comparison of the total expenditure of defences with NATO countries is less severe that perhaps once thought, however, this does not mean that the UK is safe from terrorism as we know from the research gathered from UK officials as well as statistics that show the impacts of terrorism on the UK. In regards to the economic spending and impact that terrorism has on the UK though the impacts are less severe. 
 13- Research methods and methodology
To research something is to conduct a careful study of a subject to discover new information or facts about what you are researching, (Oxford Dictionary 2023) understanding what research is as a concept and what researching a chosen topic can offer then allows for a criteria to be set for the research gathered, an example of this would be to only include data and researched gathered that has given new facts or information on that chosen topic in this paper. The definition of research given by the Oxford Dictionary also states that research must be conducted carefully, and this means that each source included in this paper had to be scrutinised, and checked for its validity, accuracy and relevance before being used as a reference for answering the research problem.  
When conducting research there are different methods of approach, for this paper, two approaches were used in the gathering of research, those being primary research gathering and secondary research gathering.  Primary research is conducted when a researcher actively participates in gathering the research.  (Bouchrika 2021) The primary research conducted within this paper was achieved through active participation from the researcher in the form of creating a survey for the public to complete, the questions designed and used in the survey were created by them alone and the responses given were analysed by them also. This means that the survey acts as a piece of primary evidence that has not previously been accomplished by another researcher in the same way as this research was created and with the questions asked in the survey. 
Secondary research, however, is the synthesis or summary of research that has already been written by others (Bouchrika 2021).  The reasoning behind these choices of research gathering is simply due to the strengths that they can offer to answer the research problem. 
Primary evidence was collected as it allowed for first-hand information and data to be collected into an issue of terrorism that has already been widely researched, (Lewis, J. and Marsden, S., 2020.)  however there has been little research in the understanding of where that fear comes from. That is why the questions of the survey have been designed to elicit a response in that sense.
The secondary evidence was collected due to the increasing threat that terrorism has globally and within the UK, for this paper it meant that data, research and findings surrounding key issues of terrorism that have been discussed were available to analyse and use to support the findings of the paper.
To adequately analyse the effectiveness of the strategies it was key to gain an understanding of what the counter-terrorism strategies in the UK are as well as to analyse previous strategies in place. It was also key to understand the cause-and-effect relationship between the impacts of terrorism on the UK and the strategies discussed in the paper. To do this both primary and secondary research was conducted to analyse this relationship through the use of qualitative data in the form of graphs and statistics regarding the impact of terrorism in the form of the number of incidents reported, the total number of deaths, the economic impact of terrorism as well as data providing evidence of the response of the UK to terrorism numbers in the form of funding defences and strategies to combat terrorism. For this paper, it was also important to gather qualitative data specifically in the form of a public survey to gain an understanding of the UK public’s thoughts on the state of counter-terrorism. Both primary and secondary research was needed to answer the research problem of this paper as the secondary data in the form of journals, articles, websites and books gave a much-needed insight into this topic from authors, governmental bodies and data collectors into the impacts from terrorism in the UK as the research gathered discussed key areas that aided in answering the problem. As well as the primary information gathered for this paper provides a first-hand account of the public perception of counter-terrorism.

Qualitative data is a research methodology used to create a discussion and create a response in non-numerical with either a single person or a focus group. (The British Library 2014) whereas quantitative data is another form of research methodology that is designed to generate numerical data and evidence in the form of graphs, and charts for example. (The British Library 2014)   
14 - Sampling methods and criteria.
For this paper and due to its sensitive nature, it was vital that criteria were set during the initial stages of research gathering to ensure that the evidence and research collected could aid in answering the research paper. One of the criteria set was to ensure that the research gathered was still relevant and in use, this was primarily for the secondary research gathered as it was important to have the correct information gathered to avoid discussing a topic that would be irrelevant to the research problem, this meant that articles and websites must have contained relevant information to the chosen topic. Data sampling was also a very clear need for this paper and the primary research gathered. Therefore to ensure that the research gathered was effective in answering the problem it was decided that the survey would be made publicly available and that any individual with a residence in the UK was able to give their response. The sampling method for the survey was created in such a way as to ensure a wide range of different responses could be given from different local areas. The survey was published on the 1st of April with a deadline for the survey being the 20th of April 2023. This was decided in the hope of receiving many responses to ensure the best outcome and analysis could be made from the quantitative data given. The total number of responses on the survey is 63 responses within the allocated window in which to complete.  The survey was completed using a Google form as they are relatively easy to use as well as share and as the aim was to gain a large response pool this was needed.
14 - Methods of analysis.
Long-Sutehall et al believe that the best way to carry out an analysis of secondary data is to identify the original study, the process of data collection and how it is achieved and then apply ethical considerations when using the research as evidence such as outlining patterns and anomalies in the data. This is the method that was applied to the research gathered and shared within this paper, ethical considerations were applied during the analysis through ensuring its relevance and validity as well as discussing patterns and potential findings from the datasets throughout the paper.
For the quantitative data collected in this paper such as the graphs and statistics it was important to check the validity of the data being shown, what this means is that any piece of qualitative data found must be up-to-date, relevant and accurate. To make sure the data meets this criteria it was analysed in terms of where the data came from as well as who is providing the data. For example, within the paper, the total expenditure for the UK’s defences was provided as evidence for the economic impact of terrorism within the UK. That piece of data was provided by NATO directly and therefore it is safe to assume that the data is correct, accurate and up to date. This is an example of a piece of data that met all the criteria set as it also included the sample dates NATO had appointed for the figures. The same secondary research analysis method was used to come to this conclusion.
For the qualitative data gathered in this paper through a survey, the method used for analysing the data provided was analysing the language used in the responses which meant ensuring that the response given was done so due to the understanding they had of the question they were being asked, analysing and discovering a pattern and a common theme between the answers given as it would give a greater understanding of the responses given and how similar responses would show a pattern of how the UK feels regarding counter-terrorism and would allow for interpretations to be made from the responses and for that to be provided in the paper as research material.
15 - Research findings and summary. 
This chapter will discuss and summarise the findings from the primary research conducted in the form of a survey shared with the UK public. The survey was made accessible on the 1st of April 2023 with the deadline for completion being set for the 20th of April 2023 the ideal sample size of responses to the survey was to achieve between 30 and 40 between the allocated timeline. The total number of responses generated however is 63 which is very beneficial as it provides a wide scope as well as a wide variety of answers available for analysis.
 Before answering the questions the researcher had stated that the purpose of the questionnaire was to obtain primary qualitative and quantitative data through the answers they were going to give. The respondents were also asked to complete the survey with honesty and integrity to ensure that the results of the survey were authentic and were not fabricated.
  Within the survey are 11 questions that each elicit a different response to counter-terrorism, the questions were also designed for those with little or no knowledge of counter-terrorism strategies to have the ability to answer. The survey also consists of short-sentence answers where the respondents could answer the question with a simple yes or no if needed as well as answering questions with a sentence or paragraph depending on their existing knowledge. To ensure a variety of answers on the different topics discussed the survey also asks the respondents to answer questions in the form of multiple-choice answers. For the respondents that may have some understanding of counter-terrorism as a topic follow-up questions were also added to gain a better understanding of the public perception of counter-terrorism.
The first two questions asked of the respondents were their age and gender. These were multiple choice with the answers for ages ranging from 18 to 45 years of age with a prefer not to say answer and for the gender-related question, they were asked whether they were male, female and prefer not to say. These questions were implemented to obtain quantitative data in the form of pie charts. The respondents were also asked to give the first two letters and numbers from their postcode, for example, SA18. This was to gauge where the respondents were within the UK and to ensure that a wide variety of different people from different areas shared their opinion on the matter in question.
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As the image shows the majority of participants in this survey had stated their age to be above the age of 45 with the lesser percentage of participants being between the ages of 40 and 45. Whilst in most instances age may not play a large role in the ability to answer a topic question the researcher believes that in this case age may play a substantial role in the knowledge and understanding of terrorism as a whole. This is because many of the participants in this survey have not experienced the ever going changes to terrorism over the decades. This includes the introduction of legislation specifically designed to combat terrorism in the UK as well as not having lived through many tragic events that have taken place around the globe due to terrorism such as the events of 9/11. Therefore with this in mind, there may be a correlation between the ages of the respondents and their knowledge and understanding of terrorism as a whole. To identify if this pattern is consistent throughout the survey short sentence and multiple choice questions were asked. 
Do you know how to report anything suspicious that may be terrorist-related?
the participants were asked this question To gain a foundational understanding of their knowledge of how to respond to potential acts of terrorism.  As expected the vast majority of responses shared similar answers for this question. Overall from the 63 total responses, only three of the respondents stated they had no knowledge of what to do in that situation. Alongside understanding the public perception of counter-terrorism a secondary goal of this survey was created in the form of understanding how accessible the UK makes information on counter-terrorism available to the citizens of the UK and how well the UK promote its efforts and the effectiveness of its strategies. 
Do you believe that the current strategies employed by the UK Government are helping to reduce the threat of terrorism in the UK? And if so then how?
Respondents were asked this question next in the survey and this possibly gave the most insight to the researcher in their goal of answering the research problem. 
This question was designed to elicit a response that would give primary quantitative data directly regarding how the UK public feels about the current strategies for counter-terrorism. The use of current strategy and not previous strategies was used as the researcher thought it best to discuss the most recent strategy that is currently in place. The responses ranged from three reoccurring answers: “Yes I trust the government “ and similar responses to that answer, “No idea what the strategies are” and similar answers and finally that the “Government have invested heavily into CT (Counter-terrorism) but not sure if it is enough”. These three different ranges of answers each give a different perspective on the issue of counter-terrorism. Firstly there is the issue of many of the respondents being unaware of any strategy In place to combat terrorism, those who have faith in the Government and in their efforts to reduce the risk and finally, those who share a lack of faith in the Government to safeguard the UK from threats of terrorism. To understand why these responses were given the respondents were asked to give their reasoning as to why, those who answered similarly to having no knowledge of the strategy expressed how unaware of the subject they were, in comparison those who answered with similarity to having faith in the government stated methods that the current strategy employ such as the monitoring of potential terrorists to be a reason for their faith in the Government.
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this image shows the most commonly answered area of residence from the respondents as well as the total number of residents. The most commonly answered postcode in the survey was the beginning postal area of SA14. the vast majority of the 63 respondents also stated living within an area beginning with SA. This information gives a basic insight into the local areas as well as the people within that area that participated in this survey as well as providing evidence that the survey was completed within different local areas avoiding the issue of having data collected from only one area.
Awareness of the UK threat level and what it indicates.
The following two questions that the participants were asked were if they were aware of the current UK threat level and if so what the threat level indicated.
The reasoning for these questions being asked was two-fold. Firstly much like the decision to ask the question regarding the current UK strategy the researcher thought it best to ask about the current threat level rather than questioning their knowledge of previous threat levels in the UK as it was likely that if the respondents were unaware of the current threat level that they would also be likely that they were unaware of any previous threat level, and secondly these questions were asked of the participants to gain an understanding into a very key issue surrounding terrorism within the UK, that being the knowledge of the threat level as understanding the threat level within the UK likely plays a large role in the fear of terrorism.
Of the 63 responses given 65% of the respondents answered “No” to the question asked, this percentage equivalates to 40 of the respondents being unaware of the threat that they face within the UK from terrorism. This statistic is very worrying as it indicates that a vast majority of local people within this sample size had no understanding of the threat they face. This data may also indicate a pattern between the understanding of terrorism of people within the UK in comparison to the public perception of the UK’s counter-terrorism strategies. To test the accuracy of this theory the researcher recommends that a much larger sample size be created with questions designed to elicit similar response to happen. By doing this perhaps this pattern may emerge and prove to be correct.
Of the 23 participants who answered “Yes” to being aware of the current threat level many of those were unable to explain what the threat level meant to the threat of terrorism in the UK, only answering that the current threat level was substantial. This information can also provide evidence that even those who are aware of the threat level is they do not have the required understanding to explain what each threat level means for the UK. Once again a larger scale survey and sample size is recommended to test this hypothesis.
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Do you feel informed as to what the Government is doing to tackle terrorism?
This question was designed to receive short sentence answers asking for the opinion of the participants, the questions up to this point were designed to test their knowledge and understanding and in this question, the researcher wished for the opinions of the participants to be heard. For the responses given for this question, it is much easier to discuss the responses which answered with “yes” and similar responses. This is because of the 63 participants only 3 of them had replied with those responses, this means that 95% of the participants had answered with responses such as “No I do not know”, and “I believe they should promote the information to the public so that they are aware” and “don’t think I’ve ever seen anything on it apart from when an incident happens”.
These responses provide a direct correlation between the awareness of the UK public to the UK’s efforts to tackle terrorism and the awareness of the threat that terrorism poses to the UK. This is because the layout and format of the questions within the survey are set out In the hopes of finding patterns and trends within the data. 
Do you feel safe from acts of terrorism living in the UK? and why?
Despite this information from the respondents a vast majority of the respondents, around 63% stated that they felt safe from acts of terrorism within the UK when asked. When asked to elaborate and explain the reasoning behind their answers a wide variety of reasons were given, making it difficult to find a pattern to this question. That being said, however, similar answers were still found in the results. For example, a small number of the participants stated that they felt safe as “I live in the countryside so yes”, as well as “Though an attack is likely it is very unlikely to impact an individual like me”, “I live in a rural area” and finally “In Wales, I don’t think we’re a target”. These responses were chosen as a pattern can be seen from the responses in the belief that terrorist attacks are more likely to or can only occur in dense urban areas and places that lack countryside such as Wales.
17 - Conclusion and Summary of the Findings
The purpose of conducting primary research for this paper was to gain an understanding of the UK’s public perception of counter-terrorism as well as to identify key issues surrounding terrorism and counter-terrorism in regards to the potential threat to the public and how they are the threats of terrorism. The survey was created to gain both qualitative and quantitative data from participants within surrounding local areas in hopes of obtaining data that can help to answer the research question. Upon analysis of the qualitative and quantitative data provided through the survey, the researcher was able to identify patterns between the answers provided and apply them to the research problem of the paper. An example of this being applied throughout the paper is the correlation between the public’s understanding of counter-terrorism and terrorism as a whole and their faith and understanding of the current defence strategies in place and their effectiveness in countering terrorism, such as the relationship between the lack of faith between the public and the counter-terrorism efforts and the need to introduce new strategies of countering terrorism in the UK more often in recent decades as the UK has seemingly come up short-handed in the defence against terrorism and needing to introduce and amend legislation to cover all bases of terrorism. The changes in legislation and defence strategies and the relationship between the lack of awareness regarding how the UK actively deals with terrorism and the level of safety the UK feels is also apparent through analysing the results of the survey.
To test different hypotheses and to discover new patterns the researcher recommends for a wider sample size be created to generate more responses as well as to increase the scope of the questions asked to further research the relationship between the citizens of the UK and the effects of terrorism.
17 - Conclusion 
This research aimed to critically analyse the UK’s counter-terrorism defence strategies and perhaps provide recommendations for future changes. Based on quantitative and qualitative data analysis as well as the analysis of secondary research it can be concluded that the effectiveness of the UK’s counter-terrorism defence strategies have previously underperformed and have left areas such as new legislation, defence strategies and an overhaul of the counter-terrorism defence strategy to be areas which need to be considered in future reviews of counter-terrorism. The results of the research gathered indicate that academic research into key areas of terrorism such as the behavioural and psychological effects of terrorism are widely underresearched as well as indicating that previous methods of counter-terrorism were insufficient in dealing with terrorism as we know it today, with many academic and political sources outlining new problems and threats that terrorism pose today needing to be introduced to safeguard the UK. an example of this discussed in the paper was the acknowledgement of terrorist organisations using cryptocurrencies to fund their operations and with the legislation currently being used for terrorism having been updated and amended it demonstrates that the threat of terrorism is growing as they are discovering new ways to avoid counter-terrorism and there for new and innovative strategies must be created to safeguard the UK. 
The research methodology for this paper was the use of both primary and secondary research consisting of creating a survey to generate qualitative and quantitative data to answer the research question. The researcher believes that the effectiveness of the methodology and each source of information can be seen throughout the paper. The secondary research gathered came in many forms of information such as academic literature in the form of books, journals and articles researched and published by academics, with the goal of filling in gaps of knowledge as well as gaining an understanding of a topic where research has already been conducted. Other forms of secondary research gathered from this paper were government official websites from the Home Office, the UK Parliament and MI5 to name a few. Each type of research gathered for this paper was analysed using different research methods such as the process of data collection and analysis. (Long-Sutehall et al.) through introducing a research strategy it ensured that only research gathered which aided in answering the research question were added. This demonstrates the effectiveness of the research methodology as the primary and secondary research gathered within this paper have provided both insight and understanding into the effectiveness of the counter-terrorism defences strategies. 
It is concluded that the research gathered was also effective as the information used in this paper illustrates key issues within the UK and its counter-terrorism defence strategy by highlighting under researched areas and areas of previous strategies that have been unsuccessful as well as raising questions with counter-terrorism such as how will the UK create new and innovative ideas of counter-terrorism to prevent and mitigate future impacts of terrorism?.
16 - Recommendations 
Based on the results from the research gathering the researcher suggests that future practitioners wishing to research this area should gather primary research with a large sample size of the UK population to receive a large number of responses and to understand how the UK population’s opinions and feelings towards terrorism can have an impact on the effectiveness of the strategies. This is due to the fact that as stated in the CONTEST strategy currently employed by the UK the population play a large role in the prevention of counter-terrorism through reporting potentially suspicious activities. For this purpose, the researcher also recommends that the organisations within the UK and those involved in countering terrorism should promote their efforts and their research more to the people of the UK. This is recommended due to the results gathered in the primary research and the patterns that were mentioned regarding the responses given by the population stating how little awareness of any terrorism-related topics they have. And finally, the researcher recommends that with the legislation changes regarding terrorism and the defence strategy changes being widely documented that perhaps a new piece of legislation is created that will encompass future threats of terrorism in hopes of not needing to regularly amend old legislation. 
Contributions to the literature on terrorism.
The researcher believes that this paper has contributed to academic literature in respect of analysing the effectiveness of the UK in countering terrorism. The researcher believes that the research and evidence provided will fill gaps in knowledge for future practitioners or readers on this topic as the research gathered focuses on key aspects of terrorism and analyses how they impact the counter-terrorism defence effort of the UK. the researcher believes that with the research published and provided can offer an insight into counter-terrorism as well as providing information on topics that may not be widely available.
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1 Terrorism: interpretation.
(1) In this Act “terrorism” means the use or threat of action where—
(a) the action falls within subsection (2),

(b)  the use or threat is designed to influence the government [F1 or an international governmental organisation] or to
intimidate the public or a section of the public, and

(¢)  the use or threat is made for the purpose of advancing a political, religious [FZ’ racial] or ideological cause.
(2) Action falls within this subsection if it—

(a) involves serious violence against a person,

(b) involves serious damage to property,

(c) endangers a person’s life, other than that of the person committing the action,

(d) creates a serious risk to the health or safety of the public or a section of the public, or

(e) is designed seriously to interfere with or seriously to disrupt an electronic system.

(3) The use or threat of action falling within subsection (2) which involves the use of firearms or explosives is terrorism whether or
not subsection (1)(b) is satisfied.

(4) In this section—

(a) “action” includes action outside the United Kingdom,
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