[bookmark: OLE_LINK20][bookmark: OLE_LINK21]




             Applied Qualitative Business Research
                    (BMDB7002)



                      


  Assignment 1: Blogs




                        
FEIYU REN 2014120













Blog 1: 
There are many definitions about the qualitative approach. Creswell(2014) considers the qualitative approach as an important kind of approach which used to explore the meaning individuals or groups which caused by social or human problem as it is an interpretative research.(Creswell and Creswell, 2014).Geham, Glaser, Eisenhardt, Gioia, Langley and Corley reckons qualitative approach as a heterogeneous set of approaches which used to help researchers to understand the actions of individuals and organizations and their influences by providing diverse philosophies and toolkits to find unique assumptions to continue to explore the relationship between the theory and method.(Gehman et al., 2017). Ratnapalan discover and analysis the qualitative research from discovering the relationship between the qualitative research and grounded theory methodology(GTM). (Ratnapalan, 2019). Ratnapalan ingeniously analysis the evolution of grounded theory methodology and discover the use of grounded theory methodology by analyzing the constructivist grounded theory and using the situational analysis and concluded that the better way to do research on the specific topic is to use the mixed grounded theory methodologies because the situation and essence of the research topic is complex and various. Then the essence of the use of grounded theory methodologies is to generate creative sociologic theories by analyzing a mass of empirical materials.(Ratnapalan, 2019). Atkinson analysis the qualitative approach from discovering its functions and contributions to the research.(Atkinson, 2017). Instead of the explanation of sociologic theories, Atkinson point out that researchers could learn the essential information of a heterogeneous series of social practices and this is a crucial supplements for the integrity of the research.(Atkinson, 2017)

However, it is important to confirm the current of research at the pre-empirical stage of my research before the selection of qualitative approaches used in my research. The
critical research questions formulated which contributed to the formulation of the current of my research. Such critical research questions were raised from various perspectives. For example, it might be originated from philosophical perspectives which includes ontological and epistemological viewpoints. Additionally, these research questions may also be derived from the practical or technical perspectives, such as the techniques of analysis, the ways of data collection, etc. Whatever, it may also relevant with ethical or personal perspectives which is essential and indispensable for the integrality of my research. Such as the research on individual characters (gender, race, professional, social class, codes of practices, etc). (N Phellas, 2006) Alan Bryman classified the qualitative approach as phenomenology, symbolic inter actionism, verstehen, naturalism, and ethogenics from the perspective of epistemology.

It is come to the selection of methodologies which will be used for my research after the completion of the pre-empirical stage. Different methodologies decide the way of thinking on the trend and topic of the research. For example, the author will analysis the research problem by exploring a concept or phenomenon in the qualitative research. However, the research problems will be examined by authors from the collection of experiences or the observation of phenomenon from the perspective of qualitative approach.(Creswell and Creswell, 2014). 

There are five main types of qualitative design which extensively conducted in research which consists of narrative research, phenomenological research, grounded theory, ethnography and cases studies.(Smeyers, 2008) The essence of narrative research is a kind of inquiry which researcher ask for the information and stories from the lives of humanities.(Creswell and Creswell, 2014) The researcher will retold the information after collected from the lives of individuals and such data will consists of researchers and participants’ narratives.(Creswell and Creswell, 2014) Comparing with the narrative research, the essence of phenomenological research is also a kind of inquiry which is the same to the narrative research from this point of view. Different from narrative research, relevant information is collected from the lives experiences of humanities about a phenomenon as retells by participants which topic could be ascribed to the subject of philosophy and psychology. Both the cases study and grounded theory referred to the researchers explore processes, activities and events. The method of ethnography focused on the research of broad culture-sharing behavior of individuals or teams. The common points of above five qualitative designs is a design of inquiry. The basic distinct differences among these qualitative designs are the data sources and the collection methods for the qualitative design.

The qualitative approaches also have advantages and limitations when applied in the process of research. There are three notable concluded advantages of qualitative approaches for the whole process of the research. First of all, it creates a total different way from the viewpoints of quantitative approaches so as to increase the possibilities of innovation for the research. The common characteristic of various kinds of qualitative approaches is that it express commitment to viewing things from the points of view of people who are being studied in the research no matter how is the qualitative model changed due to the different applications for the requirements of the research. Moreover, many researchers realize that the diffusion of ideas about phenomenology which makes them consider that self-reflection from the qualitative approach is critical for the supplement of the rationale of the quantitative research. It effectively enriches and replenishes the theoretical framework of the research which makes the research to be more critical. Secondly, the qualitative approaches could diminish the sine qua non of subjectivity of author himself/herself because it absorbs and collects data from the others which brings different viewpoints on the research even if it is hard to avoid the influences of author’s subjective thinking when he or she disposes data for the research. Thirdly, it could effectively simplify the complexity of the research and display the topic of the research by the way of descriptive slant even if it comprises different ways of gathering data and styles of observation.(Creswell, 2007) 

However, it also has some limitations during its applying in the research. Firstly, the researchers’ interpretations may be excessively. For example, the “Backyard Research” is a typical kind of qualitative research which means that researchers study his/hers own social relations and environmental factors. The limitation of this qualitative research is that researchers may subjectively compromise his/her own ability to disclose the information about this complex social relations and environmental factors because excessively reveal such information may bring negative impacts on researchers’ life. The source of this limitation is that it is hard to balance the power between the inquirers and the participants.(Creswell and Creswell, 2014) 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Another limitation about the application of the qualitative approach is about the precise problem of data collection. Such problem invariably happened when researchers in a superior role to participants.(Creswell, 2007) 
Although the application of the qualitative approach has these potential limitations which may badly influence the results of the research. There are still some measures which could be used to reduce the level of such bad influences. Researchers could show their responsibilities for showing how could they ensure the safety of the data and these data will not be compromised to better balance the power between the inquirers and the participants. Moreover, the application of multiple strategies in the qualitative research which can contribute to the test of validation of the accuracy of the data.(Creswell and Creswell, 2014)

Blog 2: 
My research topic is about the foreign trade of specialties which produced by plants and factories from autonomous region for ethnic minorities in China. There are several kinds of qualitative research methods of data collection be used in the research of this topic. Such methods of data collection can be categorized as inductive and deductive methods. The methods of data collection are mainly incorporate observations, interviews, documents, audio-visual materials. Among, I will be a complete observer to conduct the observation in the research of this topic. There are four kinds of advantages for the application of observations in the research of this topic. Firstly, the relevant data are sourced from a firsthand experience with participant. It increased the trustworthiness of the data for the research of this topic as it directly provided by the participants. Secondly, it can easy to chronicle relevant data as it occurs. This research topic covered the development of many industries in autonomous region for ethnic minorities in China which means that there is a great percentage of chance to minimize the topic of the research and make it to be more specific. Therefore, the application of observation in this research is possible because the relevant data is easy to be gleaned from this way. For example, the animal husbandry is one of the pillar-type industries in Nei Mongol where is the autonomous region for ethnic minorities in China. There are some representative firms which open for the public visitors to glean relevant data for further research such as Yili, Mengniu, etc. Moreover, it may collect unusual information in this way such as the process of manufacturing one specialty in details as it can hard to be collected from other kinds of methods of data collection, such as documents. 

However, such method also has some limitations during used in the research of this topic. Firstly, some private information about the company or industry may not be reported because of the ethical or legal matters. For instance, some information about the process of the production of specialties are part of trade secrets which is critical for the sustainable development of one local company or industry. The researcher will face ethical even legal problems when he or she reveal the relevant trade secrets in his/hers published reports. Besides, researchers may not good at observing some kinds of phenomena because it requires observers own specialized skills. For example, the dragon fruit and passion fruit are the specialties in Guangxi where is another autonomous region for ethnic minorities in China. It exported to the world because of its high quality. However, the cultivation of such plants needs observer has specialized skills about agriculture which may not easy to be mastered in short time. 

I will also prepare to choose interview as one of qualitative methods of data collection for my research of this topic. Among, both the telephone interview and e-mail Internet interview will be conducted in this research. There are also some advantages of this qualitative methods of data collection. First of all, sometimes it may useful when participants cannot be directly visited. For example, some managers of the large company may busy with their works everyday so as to hard to arrange the time to accompany you to complete the steps of observations for data collection. Therefore, it could increase the possibilities of the participants accept the telephone interview and e-mail Internet interview.(Oflazouglu, 2017) 

Moreover, it is helpful for researchers to glean historical information from participants in this way. The interviewee may provide historical data for the researchers when researchers required. It is a convenient way to collect such kind of data because people may provide the information they already known in their minds.(Creswell, 2007) 

However, there are also some limitations when apply this method in the research of this topic. Firstly, the information gleaned from this source have already filtered through the standpoints of participants. Such data source is an indirect data source. Researchers needs to consider and conduct such perspectives in a prudent way to reduce its negative influences on the research of this topic. Furthermore, the data collection will be badly influenced when the participants are not easy to express the relevant information in a relevant logical way. It will directly influence the quality of relevant information which gleaned from this way.(Oflazouglu, 2017) 

As one of the crucial qualitative methods of data collection for the research, the method of document will also be used in the research of this topic. The relevant advantages of this kind of qualitative method for data collection is distinct. Firstly, it is a relative unobtrusive and easy way for researchers to glean relevant information. Secondly, it takes researchers relative little time when compared with interview and observations so as to improve the efficiency of the research of this topic.(Oflazouglu, 2017)

However, the limitations of this qualitative methods are also overt. The first disadvantage of the research method of document is similar to one of the problems of interview which means that not everyone could equally articulate the perspectives. Secondly, the materials may not complete for support the qualitative research of the topic. The researcher may have to combine other qualitative methods with the research method of document to do an in-depth qualitative research of the topic. Thirdly, the data of these collected relevant documents may not accurate or authentic so as to bring negative impacts on the research of the foreign trade of specialties which produced by plants and factories from autonomous region for ethnic minorities in China. For example, some data may need to be gleaned from annual reports, official records from the ministry of commerce of the People’s Republic of China. The validation of these data may the problem for the processing of this critical research. Therefore, the use of the combination of different kinds of research methods of qualitative research is one of the important action to ensure the qualitative reliability of this research.(Creswell, 2007)

There are several kinds of research designs used in the research of this topic which comprise narrative design, case study and the ethnography. Among, the aim for the use of the narrative research is to reveal and discover peoples’ opinions especially for those who worked in the industry of the foreign trade of specialties from autonomous region for ethnic minorities in China.(Brown, 2010) 

The aim for the use of ethnography is to explore the shared model of cultural factors which embraces language, cultural behaviors in long term that influence the results of the research of this topic. The characteristics of these kinds of ethnic minorities in China decides the use of ethnography is essential and important for the qualitative research of this topic. 

The use of the case study could provide me some unique reflective perspectives on the research of this topic and the relevant data gleaned by the use of this research design. Such data collected could be seen as a kind of historical data which provides researcher some possible historical clues and implications that contribute to the qualitative research of this topic.

Blog 3: 
The research topic is with respect to the application of qualitative and quantitative research on the topic of exportation of specialties for foreign countries which produced by plants and factories from ethnic minorities autonomous regions in China. Firstly, it is important to identify its stakeholders which relevant with this research topic that should be considered in the research which encompass reciprocal stakeholders and self-regarding stakeholders. The reciprocal stakeholders reckon that fairness is important for all stakeholders from the research framework of this topic.(Bridoux and Stoelhorst, 2013) On the contrary, the self-regarding stakeholders hold opposite opinions with fairness. The primary factors for the research of this topic are contains customers, investors, suppliers and employees.(Bridoux and Stoelhorst, 2013) Bridoux and Stoelhorst also find that there are different approaches for these two different types of stakeholders that could contribute to the stakeholder management respectively. These two different approaches are arms-length approach and fairness approach.(Bridoux and Stoelhorst, 2013). The implications of the instrumental stakeholder theory make me realize the importance of the basic position of each stakeholder in the research. It is a basic bundle of steps for the excavation of the relationship between the management of the specialties’ industries and the development of relevant products exportation for foreign countries.(Greenwood and Mir, 2018)

Then the mixed methods research which comprise both qualitative and quantitative research will be applied for the research of this topic. There are five essential steps about the application of the mixed methods research in the research of this topic. The first important thing is about the explanation of the worldview about the selection of the mixed methods research. The construction of the worldview for the research of this topic is hybrid and need to be validated in the future research. Its combination includes postpositivism, pragmatism, constructivism and transformative which as a basic hidden guideline for the entire research of the topic.(Creswell and Creswell, 2014)
 

The relevant research design is established on the building of above worldviews. There are six main research design which will be considered and validated to discover an appropriate research design for the research of exportation of specialties for foreign countries which produced by plants and factories from ethnic minorities autonomous regions in China. It encompasses explanatory and exploratory sequential mixed methods, convergent parallel mixed methods, transformative or embedded or multiphase mixed methods. Moreover, these above research designs are different types of research framework for the research of exportation of specialties for foreign countries which produced by plants and factories from ethnic minorities autonomous regions in China. In fact, there are specific research methods for each kinds of research frameworks that includes data collection with the combination of both qualitative and quantitative style, data analysis and interpretations.(Creswell, 2007) 

However, there are also some strengths and weaknesses when the use of mixed methods research in the research of exportation of specialties for foreign countries which produced by plants and factories from ethnic minorities autonomous regions in China. First of all, the application of this mixed methods research makes the research to be more critical and intact compared to the use of just one qualitative or quantitative methods research in the research of this topic. It effectively prompts and integrate the advantages of the qualitative and quantitative methods by the comparison of several databases which gleaned from qualitative and quantitative approaches respectively which is good way to validate the accuracy of these databases.(Brown, 2010) 

Secondly, the application of the mixed methods research in the research of this topic could improve the reliability of the relevant conclusions of the research. The reliability of the relevant verdicts will be ameliorated due to the improvement of the accuracy of the relevant databases. Moreover, it is also an improved process of the research by the comparison of different research frameworks.(Creswell and Creswell, 2014)


However, there are also some limitations when the use of the mixed methods research in the research of exportation of specialties for foreign countries which produced by plants and factories from ethnic minorities autonomous regions in China. The first limitation is related to the complexity and large plenty of works of the research by comparing with other two different methods research respectively. It will take the researchers to do both investigations and analysis from both the qualitative and quantitative perspectives. It needs a series of resolutions to improve the efficiency of the research by the use of mixed methods research.(Creswell, 2007)
 

Besides, researchers may also have to face the ethical issues by the use of mixed methods in the research. For example, researchers need to get permissions to do the interview with others to collect qualitative data. However, the relevant conduct may be seen the unethical measures without the permissions from others if the researchers adopt this way sometimes just because it is hard to collect some critical data by the use of ethical measures. It will drag the researchers into ethical dilemma.(Creswell and Creswell, 2014)

Therefore, researchers could follow the code of conduct and espouse the integrity of the entire research to reduce or even eliminate these potential ethical issues. In addition to this, researchers could also try to avoid the misconduct in the research of this topic and good at use the skills of communication to prompt people’s understanding for the research of exportation of specialties for foreign countries which produced by plants and factories from ethnic minorities autonomous regions in China.(Creswell and Creswell, 2014) 
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