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Greece, (officially the Hellenic Republic) historically known as ‘Hellas’ is a country situated in south-eastern Europe with the continent at the south end of the Balkan Peninsula. In today’s times according to www.worldpopulationreview.com has an estimated population of 11.12 million and it’s classified 79th most population dense country in the world. 
Athens, the nation’s capital and the largest ancient city, followed by Thessaloniki shares its borders with Bulgaria, Albania, Macedonian Republic, the Ionian Sea, the Mediterranean Sea, the Aegean Sea and they cherished neighbours, Turkey. The tourism industry is not just open to these neighbouring countries, but Greece see a huge variety of visitors from across the globe. VisitGreece.gr suggests that today’s visitors have the opportunity to uncover Greece’s hidden treasures and trace the remarkable Greek history from the Palaeolithic Era to the Roman Period in archaeological museums and collections all over the country.

Hellas is considered the launching ramp of Western civilisation, being the place where democracy was first born, western philosophy, western literature, histography, political science, western drama the Olympic Games and the revolutionary major scientific and mathematical principles which shaped our generation and is still practiced today. Besides the breath-taking nature, rich culture, mesmerising islands, small traditional villages, passionate music, endless golden sands, sport events and mouth-watering culinary creations, Greece is a fascinating paradise that never ends to amaze and isn’t a surprise that it receives a remarkable number of visitors. 

INTERNATIONAL VISITORS GENERATED IN GREECE

Despite many difficulties Greece has faced over the last decade such as the crash of the stock market, the critical public debt of 178.6% of GDP and the unemployment rate of 19% as of 2018, tourism could be the answer to the economic development according to Ioannis Michaletos the Research Coordinator for Greece on Balkanalysis.com. Greece is the number one leading European country with the biggest increase in visitors in the last decade. In 1998 Greece welcomed 6.2 million visitors. According to the online site statista.com which presents the total number of inbound travellers in Greece from 2005 to 2017. The country attracted 26.1 million visitors in 2015, 30.1 million visitors in 2017 and according to The Hellenic Statistical Authority (ELSTAT) over 33 million in 2018. 

Greece has become one of the most visited countries not just in Europe but around the world. It continues to increase, growing 1% in GDP in the third quarter of 2018 alone, compared to the previous ones as the online article of countryeconomy.com indicates. This number has increased to a whopping 32 million in 2018 this has subsequently helped decrease the unemployment rates from 28% in 2014.

Not only has accounted for a decrease in employment tourism brings in huge profits for the country, according to a study carried out by United Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) last year the average expenditure per visitor was 458 euros for a 1 week’s travel. In comparison to a visitor spend in the UK is at £625 this is significantly lower but compared to its neighbouring countries of Albania whose visitor’s expenditure is 343 euros, Greece has a huge tourism market economy which Ioannis Michaletos claims will only increase.

TYPES OF TOURIST INTERESTS 
[image: ]
Tourism is Greece’s biggest economic income and to no surprise, Greece is rich in many natural wonders such as its long coastlines, beautiful islands and tranquil beaches as well as its beautiful Mediterranean climate. Greece also has a fascinating history and unique culture, all which add to it attributing to 18 out of the 168 World Heritage Sites in Southern Europe (UNESCO). It is one of the most travelled countries in Europe not just by Europeans but by many international travellers. Tourism accounts for 18% of its Gross Domestic Product (GDP). With its major attractions being Athens, Santorini, Mykonos, Rhodes, Corfu, Crete and Chalcidice. Source: www.telegraph.co.uk
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According to www.telegraph.co.uk over ¼ of the country depend on tourism for their income and it also attributed to the country surviving devastating economic blow and debt crisis in 2009. 

[image: ]However, the is major concern faced across the country because of ‘over tourism’ and the harsh reality that the country’s infrastructure cannot cope with its ever-growing prosperous popularity, especially in the most famous destinations and attractions with are constantly put under strain of overcrowding and simply cannot keep up with the rising demand of the ever-increasing number of visitors. 

Many European countries have issued multiple legislations in order to curb tourism. In Botswana tourism tax has been introduced and Barcelona and Venice limiting the number of hotels permitted to be built with Venice’s councillor Massimiliano de Martin stating it was ‘for the protection of the city.’ There are fears that the tensions seen in other countries between the locals and the tourists such as Venice, Amsterdam, Madrid and Kyoto could develop in Greece and cause unrest if the problem is not eradicated.

Nikos Chrysogelos, a Greek politician speaks about the harsher realities of over tourism and proclaims to the Observer, “We can’t keep having more and more tourists, we can’t have small islands, with small communities, hosting one million tourists over a few months. There’s a danger of the infrastructure not being prepared, of it all becoming a huge boomerang if we only focus on numbers and don’t look at developing a more sustainable model of tourism.” The dangers of over tourism are evident in the beautiful but small island of Santorini where not only overcrowding has become a concern in the 76km² island but more pressing matters such as rising water levels and energy consumption is ever increasing.
Yet there are a few countermeasures that the country is cultivating in order to keep tourism a beneficial attribution to the country such as travelling the country not just in the summer months but all year round. Yet according to GNTO the number of visitors in the spring and autumn are also on the rise. “27 per cent in the spring months and 33 per cent in the autumn months” other measure includes convincing visitors to visit the more undiscovered parts of Greece besides its most popular destinations. The country is made up of beautiful islands that visitors will find just as captivating such as Skyros, Milos, Koufonissia and many more. 

A recent study by SETE Intelligence (IΝSETE) – the Greek Tourism Confederation’s (SETE) suggests Greece has not yet fully exploited every possible traveller with the gap in the market being that of over 65’s. Aris Ikkos, IΝSETE research director stated, “The market for senior travellers is substantial and wealthy and given the demographic trends, it is also very dynamic on a global level.” He suggests that the innovation of new products is essential to filling this particular gap of tourists who have more time and money to spend in the country. Already seniors contribute to 6.1 percent of all trips to Greece, including 16.5 million overnight stays and 1.7 million who cruise ship to Greece, seniors add 2 billion in revenues for the tourism industry. Older people are more likely to visit the more harmonious, quiet side of Greece and could mean less strain on the overpopulated areas of Greece.

JOURNEY THROUGH ANCIENT GREECE
MEET THE OLYMPIAN GREEK GODS

[image: ]Monumental Athens
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According to Ancient Greek mythology, Athens was named after the competition over who should be Protector of the city between the Goddess Athena and Poseidon. Athena become the national symbol and had remained so throughout history. Athensguide.com spears that the first settlement of Athenians 3000 BC was situated on the rocks of Acropolis as the myth being a symbol of two gods, the strength of Athens is represented as a city of wisdom and as a gets its power from the seas.
[image: ]According to the tradition, Greece’s founder King Theseus united in a state several settlements of Attica. As the time of colonisation and expansion of trade increased Athens became rich and wealthy and even now has been ranked the world’s 39th richest city in 2012. It is rich in historical artefacts in the shape of building and status and is a major contributor to world shipping and trade through the port of Piraeus. The magnificent Acropolis, this temple city, built in the 5th century BC, is a grateful reminder to Greeks its visitors to the rich heritage and the many transformations that the city had according to athensguide.org that undergone throughout history. Parthenon is considered a key landmark of early western civilisation as one of the most famous works of art. 
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Athens is a heady mix of history and edginess, home of Plato’s Academy and Aristotle’s Lyceum, dated centuries old if not millennia, pulling the attention on its mythology, drama, philosophy and a little thing called democracy. Thousand-year-old byzantine churches are now attached to hillsides, ottoman traces can be detected in architecture and in food. The neoclassical style of the 19th century adds a hint of elegance all over the centre. Down the Attica peninsula, beyond Athens, spectaculars antiquities, such as the Temple of Poseidon at Sounion and the site of ancient Eleusis, as well beautiful beaches, such as those near historic Marathon. It has been also the host city of the modern Olympic games in 2004, after 108 years first in 1896. The online site lonelyplanet.com is presenting activities easy to reach on public transport in less than an hour, west to east, such as a trip to a mineral filled lake or monastery with blinding byzantine mosaics. Based on online resources statistics facts and figures the majestic capital, being surrounded by a considerate number of hills, its meteorology is complex due its mountains cause a temperature inversion phenomenon which is leading the Greek government to come with solutions against air pollution and atmospheric changes. According to athensguide.com where a list of top things to do in Athens is presenting in a one-day itinerary, the Temple of Olympian Zeus, Parthenon, Acropolis, Odeon of Herodes Atticus theatre, National Archaeological Museum and the Agora market place, are few of the activities to do in central Athens under an affordable cost.   

Titanium Thessaloniki 
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Thessaloniki, also familiar as Thessalonica or Salonica is making for an unforgettable sight for anyone visiting. This is Greece’s second largest city (520 km. north from Athens), situated on the Thermaic Gulf, at the northwest corner of the Aegean Sea. With over 1 million inhabitants in the metropolitan area, its nickname is co-capital, a reference to its historical status as co ruling city of the Eastern Roman Empire, alongside Constantinople. Was founded in 315 BC by Cassander of Macedon and over years, precisely in 2013 National Geographic Magazine included the capital in its top worldwide tourist destinations. Based on historical events the city was named after princess Thessalonike of Macedon, the half-sister of Alexander the Great whose name means “Thessalian victory”. Influences from the Roman Empire, Byzantine era, Middle Ages and Ottoman period 20th century and since can be easily traced into their culture, remarkable cuisine, vast sea views and history as elders kept and maintained the traditions and pasted them to the young future generations. Despite the rest of the country who has suffered from the hit of the economic crisis (GREXIT), lonelyplatet.com is describing the streets of Thessaloniki as remained full of life and vibrancy, being easily to fall in love with. Its geographical position lies on its eastern coast and is bound by Mount Chortiatis on its southeast. Hills, mountain ranges and fault lines put the city under changes by its geological earthquakes.

The Mediterranean climate of Thessaloniki is being partly affected by the sea it is situated on, having the summers to be hot with rather humid nights leaving the locals and tourists with no other choice rather than going out, being active and experience all that this incredible land has to offer. Britishairways.com helpfully suggests a complete list of recommended places and accommodations that travellers can access and visit during their journey. Scuba diving and hiking for the adventures, visiting the Church of Agia Sofia, the White Tower and museums for the lovers of a history lesson are few of the visitor’s favourites.  

                          
According to Abraham Maslow and theorists like Plog, Cohen, and Butler, after analysing their opinions, the hierarchy of needs are often confused with our wants. In a society which is often associated as materialistic or consumer orientated our needs and wants can be influenced by many factors individually shaped and industry manipulated. Many Greek islands became popular concurring the market place by promoting products at the best price on extraordinary places.
[image: ]Greece, with its beautiful hot weather, provides the perfect opportunity for residents and visitors to enjoy the beauty of the golden sands and colours of unforgettable landmarks.
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Tourists from other EU countries, who desire to visit Greece must obtain a European Health Card (EHIC) or any legal Community documents released by social security agency as visitgreece.gr upholds, those who are not members must also consult the agency before travelling. Despite GREXIT in (2012) the economy recovered confidently putting Greece in the market position as a high demand.
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