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SJIE5002 – Literacy, A Key to Learning.
Based on theoretical evidence, evaluate and reflect on your personal contribution to developing the literacy skills of children and young people within your video presentation.

The purpose of this reflective commentary is to critically analyse my contributions to the development of literacy in schools and education. As part of the commentary, theorists will be explored. Specifically, those who have had an impact on cognitive development and learning experiences. Also explored throughout this work, will be the changes to practices and policies over the last 30 years that have altered the way educators teach.
Literacy is a complex fundamental of life, education and social upbringing. “Today, literacy is about being able to make sense of, and engage in advanced reading, writing, listening and speaking”  (Alber, 2010). To succeed in education, it is as important to read and write as it is to communicate and understand. There is more to reading than just sounding out words. Interpretation of texts can be difficult when read in a monotone, level voice or in the head. Subtle sarcasm, funny tones and cutting criticism, can be lost on someone who can read, but does not understand these concepts. According to National Literacy Trust (2017) “Lacking vital literacy skills holds a person back at every stage of their life”. Therefore, literacy in education is changing. With his theories and findings, Donaldson, is redefining the teaching parameters within this complicated area, and others such as numeracy, in Wales. Donaldson has developed a new way of teaching. His theory is that when learners leave school or education, young people should develop as….
Ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives; enterprising creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and work; ethical informed citizens of Wales and the world; and healthy, confident individuals ready to live fulfilling lives as valued members of society. (Donaldson, 2015, p. 29)
The introduction of The Literacy and Numeracy Framework, referred to as the LNF, being one of the major developments. The LNF aims to enable learners to advance in literacy and numeracy, not solely in English and mathematics lessons, but across all subjects. According to National Literacy and Numeracy Framework, the LNF defines skills learners are expected to attain. It splits the components of literacy and numeracy into strands. The strands of literacy are oracy, reading and writing across all the curriculums. (Government, 2013, p. 4). This framework gives educators the guidelines to equip pupils to establish and provide opportunities for development of literacy in a practical way. (Wales, 2013)
With Donaldson in mind, it is necessary to observe the theorists that instigated this view to change the perspective and method of teaching. The list of theorists that have influenced these changes is extensive. Therefore, the theorists that will be concentrated on here are Bruner, Chomsky and Vygotsky.
Vygotsky argues, language Is the basis of learning (Kurt, 2020). Vygotsky believed learning occurs through interactions within our societies. He understood that learning is better with interaction and constructive feedback. “The role of the teacher was to facilitate learning by directing dialogue and confirming contributions in an effort to further motivate students” (Kurt, 2020). This would have been a quintessential element in Donaldson’s report. The fact that a teacher is there to facilitate learning and not direct it is one of the main details in his report.
Jerome Bruner developed the ‘Scaffolding Theory’. This approach states that an educator teaches a topic by modelling or demonstrating how to solve a problem. The teacher gives the student the opportunity to do the same but only offers support and guidance. (Firestone, ND) The teacher may offer more support to start but gradually reduces this. In this way, the pupil is given more independence and is therefore more likely to retain knowledge later. Donaldson would have seen that this approach lends itself well to his new development on teaching. Donaldson found within his report that “Children and young people want lessons to be more relevant and engaging, with more practical lessons, more fun, more interactivity, and more out-of-classroom activities.” (Donaldson, 2015, p. 17). This presents as the ideal way of teaching using guidance and support as opposed to the monotony of sitting and copying down from a board or simply answering questions after a lesson.
Chomsky believes that language is universal, “all languages contain similar structures and rules” (Stanborough, 2014). As part of Chomsky’s acquisition hypothesis, the Language Acquisition Device (LAD) was developed. LAD is described,
As a system of principles that children are born with, to help learn language, and accounts for the order in which children learn structures, and the mistakes they make as they learn. (Council, ND)
This links to Donaldson. It states children, growing up, pick up and establish different structures, social upbringings have an impact on those structures. Mistakes they may encounter through this, assist in teaching them. Donaldson links competency in literacy “as essential for learning across the curriculum, not least because of the fundamental role of language in thinking.” (Donaldson, 2015, p. 42).
Within my setting, many of these methods have been structured into the previous curriculum. They are built into it, as it was, and constructed in a way that makes the curriculum appear the same but has many differences. Currently, the pupils encounter literacy, numeracy and digital competency across all subjects. These are built into topics. For example, organised into a culinary and nutrition lesson, a student may compile a graph. Throughout Geography, the pupil is assisted in arranging a paragraph on how a volcano erupts. Within Science, a student could demonstrate, using a PowerPoint presentation, how a reaction may occur. These are ways literacy, numeracy and digital awareness are being introduced in a more cross curriculum manner.
Donaldson has outlined his forward thinking in his report. There are ulterior aspects to acknowledge when applying these methods to teaching. Areas of poverty and deprivation need to be considered in the application of new ways to teaching. A lot of consideration goes into language and the understanding of it. Young people who come to school with backgrounds or upbringings that are not as well directed and guided could struggle. The ‘Read On. Get On’ campaign published, by The Save the Children Fund, conducted a report that aimed to research ‘How can reading help children escape poverty.’  In this report, there are many findings and statistics. This report states in one of its opening paragraphs, “four out of ten children on free school meals (FSMs) are not able to read well by the age of 11” (Cleverdon, 2014, p. iv).  Similarly, The Welsh Government did a report titled ‘Rewriting the Future’, in this they state,
By the end of secondary school in Wales only one in four eFSM 15-year-olds achieve the Level 2 threshold including English/Welsh First Language and Mathematics compared with six out of 10 of their more affluent peers (Government, 2013, p. 11)
This demonstrates an astounding link between socioeconomic standing and attainment level, a difference of 25% in less well-off backgrounds compared to 60%. To progress with students in this standing, considerations are necessary.  The ‘Read On. Get On’ campaign advocates that “children need a broad and balanced curriculum that ensures each child finds and nurtures his or her particular talents”. (SavetheChildrenFund, 2014, p. 2). This circles directly back to Donaldson and his statement that students need their teaching to be cross curriculum, so they can learn the very essentials, such as reading and writing, in every subject. As the report ‘Read On. Get On.” affirms, “Children first learn to read; then they read to learn.” (SavetheChildrenFund, 2014, p. 2). 
Reading to children and adolescents seems futile and unimportant to some. In schools, however, this means of teaching is used often and an essential way develop vocabulary and understanding of dialect. A person reading, can impart, through tone of voice, feelings and emotions. It is also a way to convey information and knowledge. Within this area of literacy, to gain a more in-depth awareness of reading to a group, I partook in a reading exercise with a small cohort of secondary pupils. In this activity I was to demonstrate how I would present a story to pupils. To understand my task, I will reflect on the activity. Reflective practice is an evaluation of something a person has done with the view to then improve or see what could be done differently. It is closely linked to critical thinking. “Reflective practice is the ability to reflect on ones actions so as to engage in a process of continuous learning” (Schon, 2021). There are various models of reflective practice. Kolbs reflective cycle developed in 1988 is based on our experiences and is referred to as experiential learning. This model is a continuous circle where you complete your reflections and when you complete the task again, you then re-reflect on the activity, so you are constantly improving. (Brown, ND). Schons model developed in 1991 only has two steps. Reflection in action and then reflection on action. This model is where a person considers what they are doing while doing it, then uses these experiences as they start the same or similar exercise. This model requires the ability to think in action. (NursingAnswers.net, 2018). Gibbs Cycle from 1988 consists of six stages and is more detailed. The stages are firstly, describe the experience, explain thoughts and feelings, evaluate the good and bad, analyse to make sense, conclude what was learned and what could be changed. Finally, make an action plan of what you would do in a similar situation. (UniversityOfEdinburgh, 2020). I will be using Gibbs Cycle to carry out the reflection on my reading.
The objective of my activity was to make a personal contribution to the development of literacy skills with students. In the lead up to the reading, I was apprehensive. Due to the pupils not being in school, I conducted the reading at my home. The pupils were children I had been looking after, through the school’s closure. I had been home tutoring them one day a week. They were Key Stage 3, Years 7 and 8. Due to the circumstances being abnormal and having to video myself, this was the reason for my apprehension. We had been reading the Harry Potter series as an activity during lockdown, I proceeded to read from where we were within the book. At the start of the session, I was rushed in my reading. Mostly due to nerves. The aim of my session was to get the pupils responding to questions. We had been working on antonyms and synonyms previously, in a bid to develop vocabulary, I focussed on getting them to interpret meanings of words. The students were quieter than normal. Being secondary pupils, they were more aware of the camera and slightly more timorous. I hoped for more interaction with the pupils. However, as I began to relax, so did they, and I felt a sense of relief. The pupils seemed to get more into the reading and appeared to enjoy it. My thought process was to engage the pupils as much as possible. Some positives from the session were, I was able to enlighten the pupils with some words they were not aware of, on the other side of this, I understand my expectations may have been high and I questioned them on too complicated words. I was sometimes a little intense however I felt I reacted well to the pupils’ responses and did not belittle their answers.
The section that I read was quite emotive. Harry was leaving his aunt and uncles home for the final time. I wanted them thinking about the way things were written and why they might have been written that way. Had I been in the classroom I would have produced a PowerPoint presentation. The vocabulary I examined; I would have placed images around. Picture interpretations of the word to help them understand and more impact the language meaning. Given that I did not have this available to me, I did my best to give examples of the words I queried. If I were to repeat the session, I would take a lot more time and care.
My follow-on activity was a Kahoot quiz, pupils enjoy these as they are competitive. I informed the pupils that I would be focussing on language. Part of the challenge was to complete the chapter, which was encouraging pupils to read in their own time. I then told them to concentrate on the words I had emphasised in the reading. I wanted students to consider alternative ways of using this language. Looking at antonyms and synonyms is a very uncomplex way of developing vocabulary. This quiz consisted of general and multi choice questions about the section I read and understanding of the terms. I conducted the quiz; it was met with much enthusiasm. 
In conclusion, 
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