	
	
	



Script – Group Presentation.
[bookmark: _Int_Ev9qKSVk]Ellen – Nursery Practitioner + DSO - issues regarding younger sister.  worked with child in question. Baby is 10 months old. Hygiene issues, nappy rashes. Clingy.
Louisa – Health Visitor- 
[bookmark: _Int_u0qIOmBM][bookmark: _Int_9alZ2W3P]Rachel – Key Worker- unknown male has unpleasant order, hygiene issues noticed- aware of signs and symptoms of possible abuse, neglect and other forms of harm, contact relevant people
[bookmark: _Int_RdBEXVNV]Ben – Social Worker - ‘’The parents were invited to the meeting, however declined our invite for unknown reasons’, speaks for the mother in some cases? timeline of abuse
Social workers help kids and families understand what behaviours might require additional support and the range of options available when dealing with behavioural health problems. An example of this might be a child who is struggling with anxiety.
[bookmark: _Int_7zylMU68]Does the social worker essentially put plans in place or recommend things to solve the problems?
[bookmark: _Int_yKdVRsbj]Could you maybe provide stats as to why they should be recommended, such as how effective it is?
[bookmark: _Int_tr7lkCxl]Hygiene issues – Maybe have a set family routine?
Risk assessment for household, taking everything into account (members in the household, quality of household)
Look at the children's act 1989 & 2004, UNCRC, working together 1991, what is relevant to abuse/lack of abuse.
A social worker suggests plans in place to assist the family
Script – Part 1








Opening Statement
[bookmark: _Int_6YiaJqQU]Good afternoon, thank you for attending this Initial Child Protection Conference, Leeds City Council (No Date), summarises an ICPC and states that A child protection conference involves the participation of parents or guardians, advocates or supporters, and the professionals who work with the child, young person, and family the most. According to London Safeguarding Children Procedures (2022), as a social worker I am responsible for ensuring that the child protection plan is developed, coordinated and fully implemented to timescale.’’ Section 28(2a) of the Children Act 2004 places a duty on certain persons and bodies such as the Social Services to make arrangements for ensuring that their functions are discharged having regard to the need to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. We are here tonight to discuss the wellbeing and care of Jimmy and Sally McGill. Unfortunately, Sarah McGill, the mother, could not attend for undisclosed reasons. I understand that I am joined here by PC Morrell, Mrs Nicholls the nursery practitioner in Sally’s setting, Louisa Woodward the health visitor who has worked with both Jimmy and Sally, and Mrs Thomas the Key worker in Jimmy’s setting. We are going to go around the room and disclose all evidence, then we will confer at the end with all our findings and decide whether a plan needs to be put in place. As stated in Section 102 of the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014, when requested to do so, practitioners and other agencies have a duty to cooperate and provide information.  I received the referral when Mrs Thomas made a referral to her DSO (Mrs Nicholls), and Mrs Nicholls escalated it to myself on the 26th of June 2024 at 11:30am, based on the referral I have received, I was and still am under the belief that the children in question are being abused, and in line with Section 130 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 I have a legal obligation to consider whether the resulting information for. referrals are grounds for carrying out an investigation. This resulted in myself  responding to this referral on the same day at 1:55pm  and organised this ICPC within 15 days of the date of referral as in line with Section 47(1b) of the Children Act 1989, I have reasonable cause to suspect that a child who lives, or is found, in their area is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm. Mrs Nicholls knew to refer this to Social service as The Children’s Society (2024) mentions that ‘’All staff complete mandatory safeguarding induction training, regardless of whether they work directly with children or young people, and there are an abundance of safeguarding procedures, policies, and guidance for all staff in their setting that ensures clear action can be taken when required.  I have made this decision to schedule this meeting in line with article 3 of the UNCRC, which states that the best interests of the child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect the children. The decision to organise this ICPC upholds Article 19 of the UNCRC, which states that governments must do all they can to ensure that children are protected from all forms of violence, abuse, neglect, and bad treatment by their parents or anyone else that looks after them. The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2024) Mentions that these rights should be embedded in practice and from a systematic point of view, and that agencies should ensure that all staff should understand children’s rights through training and development.

Rachel – Hello and good evening, my name is Rachel Thomas, and I am the keyworker at Jimmy’s setting. Jimmy has attended my nursery class since the beginning of the academic year, where he has shown a keen interest in learning and enjoys exploring all areas of the classroom, particularly the building area (Play Wales 2022). Up until recently there has been no concerns surrounding Jimmy’s welfare until recent weeks where there has been a steady decline in Jimmy's attendance, personal hygiene and presentation at school (Safeguarding Wales, 2019) Additionally, Jimmy's behavior has drastically changed with increased aggression and destructive actions such as hitting his peers and throwing resources across the classroom. Furthermore, Jimmy appears fatigued, disorientated, and unable to regulate his emotions most mornings and shows little to no interest in playing or learning (Social Services and Well-being Wales Act 2014 Section 130) (4).
In recent weeks Jimmy also presents with signs of hunger upon arrival at school, there is a free breakfast club provision within the setting that could be accessed but does not currently attend (GOVERNMENT.WALES 2022). He will frequently ask about snack time during the morning, sometimes interrupting carpet sessions and registration and becoming distressed when he learns it is not yet time, when it is time for snack, he often asks to take two pieces and says I am super hungry I did not have breakfast (UNCRC 1989, Article 27). These observations suggest a need for further investigation into jimmy's home environment and his well-being (NSPCC 2016)
During a recent dental check undertaken by the local authority team Designed to smile whose duties are to carry out visits and dental checks in schools for children aged 0 – 7 that Jimmy’s dental hygiene indicated that his teeth were not in the best condition, and it was suggested that he visit a dentist as he was found to have several cavities (UNCRC 1989, Article 24) Jimmy had a slip to go home with that highlighted that cavities were found at that he would benefit from a visit to the dentist that day from the dental team who conducted his check and mum was not happy to receive this and tried returning it back to me and said “they don’t know what they are talking about (Welsh Health Circular 2017 number 23)
We use the Leuven scale and time sample as some of our observations within the setting in which it was gathered that there was a concern for Jimmy's well-being, and I'd raised this matter with my leader (Emotionally healthy schools 2019). We then approached the mum and asked if there was any reasoning as to why his behavior may have changed, for example due to changes in family circumstances (BIrth to 5 matters no date) Mum became very defensive and offered no explanation as to why Jimmy may be behaving differently which further supports our suspicions that they may be cause for concern in regards to Jimmy’s homelife (NHS 2020)
As observations and recordings continued, the growing concerns about Jimmy's well-being became increasingly concerning as he was now attending sessions in dirty clothes daily and the level of hygiene has deteriorated significantly The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, section 128, specifies the duty of 'relevant partners' as defined in section 162 of the Act to report both adults and children, including unborn children, whom they have reasonable cause to suspect are at risk of harm. On one morning recently Jimmy arrived at the setting on time for drop off with an unknown male, the unknow male was found to have a strong odor of alcohol on him, which other parents also reported to the school (The national institute for health and excellence 2015). When in class I asked Jimmy ‘who dropped you off at school today’ and he became very distressed and began crying. My supervisor and I reported our concerns with the DSO at my setting who is also the nursery practitioner for Jimmy’s younger sister Sally who would now follow the correct procedures in reporting our concerns to the relevant parties (Children Act 1989, Section 47).

Ellen- Good evening, my name is Ellen Nicholls, I am the Nursery practitioner and the designated safeguarding officer at the children’s childcare setting (Children Act 2004 section 11). I am Sally’s keyworker at present while she is in the baby room at nursery. Sally is 10 months old and until recently she has been a happy and healthy baby and has started to pull herself up and walk along the furniture and has met all her milestones so far (NHS 2023). 
Sally settled into nursery quickly, enjoyed our activities, and had a good sleep routine. Sally would confidently go and play and explore the toys and activities without reassurance from the practitioners (UNICEF 2024) As the designated safeguarding officer at the nursery I noticed a change in sally’s behavior and other staff members also reported their concerns to me (Wales Safeguarding Procedures 2019).
 During our observations we noticed that Sally was very unsettled when arriving at the nursery, she would normally come in happy ready to play, but we noticed she was crying and very unsettled, but Sally would reach out to the practitioners and seek affection. It seemed like Sally was not upset because Mum was dropping her off at nursery. It seemed like something might have upset Sally before coming in which was a cause for concern (NSPCC 2012). Mum would offer an explanation and stated that Sally was teething and was not sleeping well (NHS 2022). Sally took a while to settle down and wanted to be held and was not interested in playing (Child mind institute 2023).
 I would say that these changes in Sally started around a month ago and have continued until the present day. During our observations we also noticed that Sally’s clothes were often dirty and had a damp smell to them, normally mum would put spare clothes in Sally’s bag but there were no spare clothes and only 3 or 4 nappies in her bag. We would remind mum that Sally needed more nappies and spare clothes as children often get dirty during activities, mum would apologize and say she had forgotten or her washing machine was broken (NSPCC Learning 2023). 
Through our ongoing observations we noticed that Sally’s appearance was dirty, her nails were long and dirty, she often came in with a dirty face and often a runny nose and food stuck in her hair, there was often dirt in the creases of her neck which indicated that she had not been bathed (BHSCP 2022). This led to more concerns of neglect.  The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act (2014) states that neglect is a failure to meet a child’s basic needs. Sally is suffering from a severe nappy rash, it is red, and the skin is broken in places. Sally shows signs of distress during nappy changing (NSPCC 2011). When mum was asked about Sally’s nappy rash mum said it was because of teething and she would buy some cream. I advised mum that Sally’s skin was broken due to the rash being untreated and suggested a visit to the doctor to prevent infection, mum agreed and said she would try and get an appointment (NHS Choices 2020).
[bookmark: _Int_hh9QY7cs]During a follow up conversation with mum, she avoided the subject and stated that she had put some sudocream in Sally’s bag and promptly left (UNCRC 1989, Article 19).  Sally has become less independent and confident, she will look for reassurance while playing and cries when the practitioners move away from her, Sally immediately wants to be held and seeks comfort. When mum comes to pick Sally up from nursery, we observed that Sally would cling to practitioners and doesn't want to go to mum which is not Sallys usual behavior (HM Government 2015).
Mum seems less patient with Sally and Sally often leaves in tears. I asked mum if there was anything that might have changed at home recently which would explain why Sally doesn't seem happy. Mum replied with a firm ‘No’. While observing Sally my colleague from the nursery came to me and reported changes in behavior and hygiene of Sally’s brother Jimmy who is in the nursery class of the setting this further exacerbates the issue of safeguarding here and I felt it was imperative that I contacted social services and report the findings and concerns of neglect of Jimmy and Sally (Children Act 1989 section 47).
 

[bookmark: _Int_EF1puG2j][bookmark: _Int_PC0iqeda]Louisa - Hello, my name is Louisa Woodward, and I am the registered Health Visitor for both children. I have been involved with the family since the birth of Jimmy and there have been no previous concerns on my part due to both children following their own centile curve (nhs direct 2023) and meeting their required development targets according to (Children's Nutrition 2023). I conducted a home visit to carry out my three-year-old check on Jimmy and to complete my nine month check on Sally although now 10 months, the previous appointment had been cancelled by the mum with no explanation given. Section 3(1c) ‘early childhood services’ of the Childcare Act 2006 relates to health services relating to young children, parents, and prospective parents (Childcare Act 2006). I arrived at the property at 2pm and I noticed that the curtains were closed. I knocked on the door several times before someone answered even though I could hear shouting from the offset. Mum answered the door wearing her pyjamas and hair all over the place. Sally was in her arms wearing a dirty yellow t-shirt that looked a little bit small and a nappy that was clearly full. I explained I was here for our appointment and the mother asked me ‘What day is it then?’ Childcare Act 2006 Section 1(1a) a local authority must improve the well-being of young children in their area. (Childcare Act 2006). On entering the house, it was quite dark and as I walked through to the kitchen Jimmy was sitting on the floor watching TV with his pyjamas on that were ripped and dirty. I could hear someone walking about upstairs and muffled sounds. The house was very untidy with clothes crumpled up and a potty in the middle of the room full of urine. There were empty cans of alcohol on the floor, and some had been stacked into a little tower like building blocks. I asked mum who had done that, and she replied Jimmy. I explained that he should not be playing with empty alcohol cans as they are dangerous and could cause harm to Jimmy. Section 3(1e) ‘early childhood services’ of the Childcare Act 2006 relates to health services the service provided by the local authority under section 12 (duty to provide information and assistance) so far as relating to parents or prospective parents (Childcare Act 2006). Reminisce of food was also visible and the odour was overwhelming. Signs of neglect were present in accordance with the Children Act 1989 Section 4(1) Every local authority shall take reasonable steps, though the provision of services under Part 1 of this Act, to prevent children within their area suffering ill-treatment or neglect. (Children Act 1989). On entering the kitchen, the odour was a lot stronger and there were dirty dishes piled over the worktops. Mum stated that Sally is hungry and started pouring cow's milk into an already used bottle and give it to the child. I asked why she is using cow’s milk as Sally is under one and it is not recommended to give cow’s milk to this age (Healthy Children 2022). Mum explained that she had run out of formula, so this was all she had. I also reminded her that all bottes should be sterilised before use as Sally is still under one years old, mum just shrugged. I explained how children under 12 months have a weaker immune system, so by sterilising the bottles you are protecting your child against infections such as vomiting and diarrhoea (nhs direct 2024). I asked how the child is doing with solid food to which the mum replied that Sally will now only eat chips and wotsits nothing else (British Nutrition Foundation 2022). I asked about fruit and vegetables and with that an unknown male figure walked in smelling of alcohol saying that they do not buy that as its too expensive. I went back into the living room with mum and Sally to start my check on Jimmy. The male stood in the doorway watching but did not engage with any conversation. I asked if Jimmy if he wanted to play a game with me. It took a lot of persuasion, but he agreed. He was very distracted and not focused throughout. He did not settle and fidgeted whilst I explained the rules of the game. He could not meet my requirements and then started to get very frustrated and lashing out, shouting ‘no I want to watch the TV.’ I did not want to antagonise the child anymore, so I stopped the game. The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 1999 mentions setting and publishing objectives (“well-being objectives”) that are designed to maximise its contribution to achieving each of the well-being goals and taking all reasonable steps (in exercising its functions) to meet those objectives. (Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 1999). I asked Jimmy to stand on the weighing scale and then measured his height. I plotted the mark on the centile chart and could instantly see the child has lost weight and dropped below the centile curve (nhs direct 2023). I then weighed and measured Sally and again she had fallen below the centile curve indicating that she is underweight. I explained to mum that they were both now classed as underweight and showed her the chart. She started to mumble just saying that they always are playing and never want any food just crisps.  I asked how Jimmy is in school. The Education Act 2002 Part 3, Chapter 3 (53) includes, in subsection (4), the definition of “unauthorised absence” is omitted. (Education Act 2002), and mum explained that he has been ‘playing up’ in school, so they have not bothered to send him for the past 2 days. As documented in the UNCRC 1989 Article 28 states the right to education for children and young people regardless of race, gender, or disability. I explained it is important for Jimmy to attend the setting and if they have any concerns to speak to the practitioners there. The mum looked at the male and he told her “Don’t look at me, they are your kids” then his phone started ringing so he stepped out to answer it. I asked mum if everything is okay at home, she got very defensive asking what am I implying and that they had just had a busy week and are exhausted. She gestured for me to leave in which I noticed bruising on her arms. The Human Rights Act 1998 Article 8(1) states Everyone has the right to respect for his private and family life, his home, and his correspondence. (The Human Rights Act 1998, Article 8). Within 24 hours of the visit, I followed the correct Wales Safeguarding Procedures Section 47 by completing all relevant referral forms complying with Data Protection Act 2018 compliance with a legal obligation and protecting someone's vital interests. (Data Protection Act 2018).  

Joe- Thank you. My name is Officer Morrell of the South Wales Police Safeguarding Team. After a referral was made to my team, we immediately put out an investigation to get to the root of the children's health and wellbeing concerns. I worked closely with our team's Child Abuse Investigator, responsible for supporting the children during potentially difficult times, and it was their job to lead the investigation pertaining to possible child abuse. The investigation was done in relation to the Professional Investigations Programme (PIP) (2023) which ensures that all officers were skilled and educated to conduct the investigation. 
Section 17(1) of the Children Act (Children Act 1989) states that it is the duty of the police to safeguard and promote the welfare of children. It is the police and local authorities' responsibility under section 17, to determine what services should be provided to a child in need. After thorough investigation, we have determined that the mother, Sarah McGill’s new boyfriend Harry Johnson, 36, is potentially committing domestic abuse, which is defined in the Domestic Abuse Act (2021) as behaviour between two persons aged 16 and over, where abusive tendencies such as physical abuse, violent or threatening behaviour, controlling or coercive behaviour, economic abuse and psychological or emotional abuse are prevalent. In this case, there is evidence that all the behaviours for domestic abuse have been committed. It was reported by both the police investigation and by the health visitor that the mother had clear bruising on her arm. The house was in disarray and there were signs of neglect of both children. 
Neglect is defined by NSPCC (2020) as the continuous failure to meet children's basic needs, such as providing food, shelter, clothing, supervision and healthcare. Maslow (1943,1954, quoted in Mcloed, 2024) wrote of the importance of basic human needs being fulfilled for children to develop. Without physiological needs such as food, shelter, clothing and health, a child will not develop. The University of Reading (2022) wrote that positive human condition relies on being healthy in both body and mind. It is essential to meet a child's basic needs before expecting them to reach their full potential. Unfortunately, the children were found in a state of neglect, and due to section 46 (Children Act 1989), police officers took the children away from the situation, and they were placed in the care of the grandmother.
 Police have an emergency power which allows any police officer to protect a child who is reasonably believed to be at risk of significant harm. Section 46 states: "where a constable has reasonable cause to believe a child would otherwise be likely to suffer significant harm, they may remove the child to suitable accommodation and take steps to ensure that the child's removal from any place in which they are then being accommodated is prevented.  
Harry Johnson, the new boyfriend is actually already known to the police system. He was previously convicted of an unrelated class c drug offence, which placed him in the police database. I received a referral on the 27th of June and on Sunday 30th of June, Harry Johnson was arrested for battery charges and child abuse offences. 
The next step in my opinion is to offer both the mother and the children counselling and support after this event. The UK Trauma Council (2023) explains that people who witness violent events and experience violence themselves can be traumatised. The Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (2022) describes that trauma results from an event, series of events, or set of circumstances that an individual perceives as harmful or life-threatening. Although the experience of trauma is unique to each person, it generally causes lasting adverse effects that can limit a person's ability to function normally. Young Minds (2021) writes that experiencing domestic abuse and abuse as one of the leading causes of childhood trauma and this can lead to children and young people can responding to trauma with a variety of emotions, including shock, anger, fear, anxiety and confusion. They may also experience feelings of guilt, shame, denial, self-blame, numbness, and irritability according to Oxford Health (2023). Article 39 of the UNCRC (1989, sourced from UNICEF, 2022) states that children who have endured neglect, abuse, exploitation, torture, or have been victims of war require specialised support to regain their health, dignity, self-respect, and social well-being. The NHS (2023) lists Mental Health Support Teams (MHST) and Children and Adolescent Mental Health Services (CAMHS) as potential sources of support for the children.
Situations like this can be prevented by safeguarding. Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2014) outline the essential roles and responsibilities for practitioners to ensure the protection of children and adults at risk of abuse and neglect. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures aim to make sure that practitioners clearly understand their roles and responsibilities in safeguarding, including who has the lead responsibility and the specific roles of everyone involved. They also offer guidance to those working with adults at risk of abuse and neglect, helping them identify and address the care, support, and protection needs of these individuals. Thank you, back to you Mr Jenkins

Ben – This concludes our ICPC, in line with section 112 of the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2024 which states that ‘’where concerns of abuse neglect and harm are not
 substantiated it may still be determined that a child or family have needs for care and support. In these circumstances the authority should offer information, advice and assistance, which may include an assessment of the child’s or family’s needs for car and support.’’ In line with the previously mentioned section, and based on the evidence supplied by all agencies, in line with Section 164 of the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014, the decision has been made to add Jimmy and Sally McGill to the Child Protection Register, as well as introducing a Child Protection Plan, Citizens Advice (2020) states that this plan will include the reason why the children in question need this plan, what the parents can do to ensure their children are protected, the support the parents will receive from Social workers, what will happen if the plan is not upheld, and who they can contact for more information. We have taken action to safeguard and promote the child’s welfare as it is within our power and reasonably practicable for us to do so as stated in Section 47(8) of The Children Act 1989. In line with Section 106 of the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014, Feedback will be given to practitioners within 7 days of making the report. This feedback will include the reasons why this case has resulted in a Child Protection Plan being enforced. To uphold Section 114 of the Social Servies and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014, Feedback on the decision taken will be given to the practitioners who made the referral, as well as the parents of Jimmy and Sally McGill and the Local Authority should not wait until the assessment is concluded to provide services to support the child and their family, as stated in. Section 113 of the Social Services and Well-Being (Wales) Act 2014. We will confer in 2 weeks to discuss the progress of the Child Protection Plan as well as if there are any additional steps that are needed, or any amendments that need to be made.

Script – Personal Reflection
Rachel -
What i knew before - Before this module I had a general knowledge of safeguarding due to completing several training courses over the past 8 years I have worked at my setting; we renew our training once every two to three years to ensure we are up do date on the most current information. Within my setting we use a system called my concern to log any concerns regarding welfare and behavior of the children to record and review what the concern is and that it can be used as evidence if needed.  We then have a procedure to follow depending on level of concern for example if a concern is made and it’s deemed as ‘watch ‘we then record within the system, and report to Line Manager who then shares with the management team and DSO during their weekly meetings. If a child has confided in us with an allegation against an adult, we report to DSO immediately then record on my concern, the DSO then proceeds with the correct order of report.
What have I learnt - During this module I have learnt that true life events such as child abuse, neglect and murder were the direct results that legislations kept being updated and modified. Cases such as the holly and Jessica case (Soham murders) 2002 was the reason the CRB was reformed into the DBS after an inquiry undertaken by Sir Michael Bichard in 2003 where it was decided that anyone working with children needed to be vetted prior to employment.
How will it influence my practice – from this module I have gained a wider knowledge of safeguarding procedures such as recognizing and responding to abuse and unusual places of injury that could indicate towards abuse. This is now something I am mindful of in my daily practice. Since using the safeguarding app i feel i have more confidence in following correct procedures of reporting.

Ellen- What I knew before- I have completed several safeguarding courses during the last 5 years working in a nursery. It is our responsibility and nursery policy to make sure we are up to date with our courses and ensure we are up to date with the recent legislations. We have a safeguarding file available for all staff to follow if we have a safeguarding concern. It is everyone's responsibility to observe and look out for signs of neglect at the nursery and any concerns are reported immediately to our manager and logged for future reference if needed. There can be times when a child may come into nursery with bruises or a cut of some kind and could have a good explanation for it. It is our responsibility to ask the parents as soon as something like this is noticed and log it in our out of nursery accident book and parents are asked to sign this book, there is the same procedure for accidents that happen in nursey.
What I have learned- During this module I have learned more about the different services and agencies that are available to support families going through hardships and help protect children that may be suffering due to different circumstances. I learned that early year's practitioners play a vital role in helping to protect children and the Government rely on our practice to help children and families through difficult times. The video we watched during a lecture was very informative and showed what happens during a scheduled ICPC meeting. I wasn't aware of this procedure before doing this module.
How will it influence my practice- I now feel like I have a better understanding of the safeguarding procedures and the importance of observations and following policy and procedures. I now have the safeguarding app on my phone which is very informative, and I have informed my manager about the app and suggested that all staff should have the app. I would feel more confident about raising any concerns that I may have in the future.
Louisa- I have worked in a Primary School setting for 8 years. I have worked with all year groups and am now based in the Learning Support Centre, supporting deaf children through British Sign Language. Last year I completed my Level 4 to become a Higher-Level Teaching Assistant. Part of the job role is to complete safeguarding training regularly. As a school it was recommended for all members of staff to have access to the Wales Safeguarding Procedures app and understand how to use it. We were also given training on how to use the My Concern website. I thought that my knowledge was quite vast on the subject but by completing this module I have realised that what we complete in our training in the setting is just the beginning. I now have a much better understanding of the Acts and why they have been put in place. As we are only shown how to use My Concern and then we have done our part, I did not know what happens next and what the follow up procedures are. Is the child protected? I did not know about the Initial Child Protection Conference and what that involves. How children can be placed on a plan so that the parents/carers can try and give them a better environment and how professionals will help them, protecting the children’s well-being. I have learned how different agencies piece together information to present a clear and accurate account of what is happening. Understanding that neglect can sometimes be accidental and that the person causing it is not always a bad person they just need help. I am now more confident on this topic and that all I have learned will help me in the future. I know that how even the smallest detail is relevant and must be recorded. I know to ask another professional if there is something I am not sure about and make sure I stay up to date with all policies and procedures within the setting.

Joe- Prior to this assignment, I was aware of the importance and role of safeguarding. I have worked for 3 years as a teaching assistant at a school that specialises in behaviour issues, ASD and ALN. As a part of my role, I am constantly dealing with situations that rely on safeguarding knowledge and I am confident in my abilities to deal with the situations professionally and in a manner that is in line with Safeguarding Wales procedures. I have received training in my work setting so that I understand my role as a practitioner and my role within safeguarding ‘hierarchy’, as I know how to report to. 
However, before starting this assignment, I was not aware on the extensive legislation, and I have learned about the history of children's rights and the unfortunate cases that lead to vital change to protect and safeguard children. Through my study, I have learned the critical importance of safeguarding procedures, especially in protecting vulnerable people such as children and adults at risk of abuse and neglect. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures emphasise the need for practitioners to have a clear understanding of their roles and responsibilities, as well as the roles of other team members, and while I was aware of this, I have now learned how vital the practitioner's role in safeguarding is. 
I believe this module has changed how I think about my personal role in safeguarding. Before the assignment, I considered safeguarding as just a daily part of my job. Now I deem safeguarding to be an important part of life, not just my employment. Safeguarding procedures are put in place to look after all people, and it is my responsibility as a citizen, not just a practitioner, to watch for signs of potential danger and neglect, and to report it to the correct people. 



Ben - What you knew about safeguarding before the module
In regard to what I knew before starting this Module, throughout my practice I had obtained a general knowledge of safeguarding, such as the different types of abuse, how to report a concern in the setting, us personally we use MyConcern, which keeps a database of all the concerns logged in regard to individual children or multiple children being involved so that we can have a record of all concerns so that if a referral does go in, we have got evidence that could potentially solidify the foundation of the referral for example if there was a referral for a child who could be suffering from neglect, they could see all of the MyConcerns where we have logged that they have come in without food, or clean clothes, or them saying something concerning that could be related to neglect. I also possess a basic knowledge of the safeguarding policies and procedures in my setting, and who I need to report a concern to.
What you know about safeguarding during the module
I have learnt a great deal from this module regarding safeguarding, I have now obtained an understanding what happens when a referral is escalated, the procedure when a referral is escalated to scheduling an ICPC, as well as what happens during an ICPC and what the outcomes could be once all of the evidence is disclosed. It has also given me an insight as to how legislations have been introduced, typically they have been introduced because of cases of abuse that have warranted change.
How has this module impacted your further practice
This module has impacted my future practice by giving me a better understanding of safeguarding procedure, what agencies will work together to improve a situation where abuse may take place.
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