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Minoan Household Archaeology – Understanding Knossos as A Place of Many Meanings in Urban Contexts
Knossos is often put forward as one of the oldest urban settlements in the Greek Isles boasting a start date of about 7000bc but its actual life as a city did not really begin until the first Palatial period in 2000bc (Bleda 2011:126). This Palace is certainly not on its own, in that it is one of many palaces stretching the whole near East following a pattern from east to west. The exact nature of this city and its “Palace” is for the most part unknown with many people proposing multiple theories starting with Arthur Evans suggesting with it being a palace with Elites and a priest-king (Fitton 2004:243) and, then later With Louise Hitchcock and Paul Koudounaris who wished to break with the imposed Victorian understanding placed upon the Palace by Evans (Hitchcock; Koudounaris 2002:40 and Preziosi 2002:30) . Some theories that will be discussed will be the: idea of the Palace being a Palace, the Palace as a House hold and the Palace as a place of Ritual and Performance, as well as it being situated in relevant theoretical discourses to aid the interpretation . Within this essay it is aimed to discuss the theories that surround this “Palace” and how these theories actually manifest within the archaeological record. Finally, the essay with suppose what theories seems to make the most sense to the writer and why they think this.  
Palace as a Palace 
One of the theories regarding the Palace at Knossos is that it is indeed a palace for either the Elites or some kind of ruling class. What this ruling class was again has many theories attached to it because it really isn’t something so straight forward.  One of the main reasons the theory of a Palace that remains so strong within the Minoan archaeological community is because of what is named the “Throne Room”. Arthur Evans saw this Alabaster seat in front of the basin and assumed that it would be the seat of power regarding those in that position, and it would appear that the name stuck. It does seem to be logical for a throne to have king, however the nature of their society is not the same as that in the western modern world, and certainly isn’t the world the Evans had been accustomed to. 
The palaces in this period also became the power strongholds where many resources were piled up into storage rooms where there are expansive storage facilities, and specifically designed places to store large Pithoi that would have held all sorts of commodities such as oil, dried fish and olives. This kind of produce would have come from the surrounding village, and farms probably owned by the Palace, which in fairness is not too dissimilar to how Evans would have seen it. 
Something that I thought, and have not seen much literature for is the idea of an Oligarchy. Although there is literature for the Palace to be have been controlled by a group of religious based authority, this idea I think comes to it from a non-religious approach highlighting maybe a military based or even group of Elders like found in Sparta with the Gerousia[footnoteRef:1]. The idea that it could be a military based leadership kind of doesn’t make much sense seeing as the whole hill that the palace is built on is neither that high nor fortified. However the idea that there could be a council on sorts might explain how they were so well organised in their lay out of the building. Within the Spartan context the Gerousia decided on what went to the citizens assembly, veto any laws and also acted as a supreme court (Holland 2009:81).  It is not unreasonable the possibility for something similar, council-esk to exist within the Palaces. Especially when it seems to be a community based project to ensure the Magazines are stocked with things stored as previously mentioned. However, one issue does arise and that is the singular throne within the throne room, and the relevance of the basin. Unless you could suggest a head councillor, although there really is not enough evidence to suggest this in reality.  Arthur Evans thought the Basis was used for Ritual Cleansing however, there is not anywhere for the water to drain.  [1:  To make sure I am being clear, I am not saying it was the Gerousia the Palace but the idea that there was some kind of “council” that ruled. ] 

Something that is not often discussed is the sheer man power required to build this Palace, and the complexity of actually organising the whole escapade (Planton 1983:273-276). Meaning regardless of what form the power to control and manipulate the masses were, there must have been something calling the shot and putting people to do certain jobs, and at that these people must have been pretty intelligent because it can be a very difficult matter to muster the materials, man power and plans to do this in the modern era let alone in the early bronze age.  Ultimately there must have been something at the helm of this ship guiding it. 
Palace as a Household 
Another theory holds that the palace was in fact a form of a household, similar to how Palaces in Britain are households to the royal family. It would appear that the throne room would function as some kind of room to entertain the local elites and enable some form of separation from civic duty and ordinary life. Again, this is not too dissimilar to show Monarchies once functioned within Europe.  This place although central seems to be away from smaller rooms which may have functioned as Granaries, however there is an idea that they could have functioned as private quarters of the ruling elites, be it king, council or priests. There does seem to be enough resources being hoarded to suggest that there were at least a lot of mouths to feed but as to the nature of these people and whether they consisted a household is debatable. The household dynamic is an interesting idea when applied to palaces and does bring a more human element to studying them. But, the placement of the rooms although shows that there is a separation of the private and public world. It doesn’t highlight the dynamics of a household.
Palace as a place of Ritual and Performance 
Whether you define the Palace as a Temple (Or place of Ritual and Performance) or a Palace with a ruling class is not so much a change of interpretation, but it is a change in which the way the interpretation changes Dynamic (Fitton 2004: 142-144). In this it is easy to see the makings of a religious building in a palace, essentially a temple. Similarities can certainly be seen between the Palace at Knossos and that of the Acropolis. However, many differences do exist in that the hill that the Palace is built upon is not very sleep, although does offer some awareness of its surroundings like from Pirates. The Palace is also not fortified like the Acropolis, also supporting the idea that it wasn’t a military based leadership. The Palace is also littered with many frescos that seem to show the important iconography of the Minoans. Within the throne room, directly opposite the throne there is a fresco of two Griffins. What exactly these mean it is again not clear but people suggest that it might be a sacred icon, or a symbol of the ruling classes similar to how Horus was used by the Pharaohs in the Iconography of the how the God protected and guided them. 
There also seems to be some idea that there could have been a priestly class (Maurinatos 127:1993). As will everything with this case study, very few things are known for sure. The main evidence for the priestly class is from the art work. An example taken from C. Cadogen’s, “Palaces of Minoan Crete” highlights a priestess showing facial make up and some form of robe like attire. (Cadogens 1976:136). Many other examples also exist from the Minoans, and it would only be fair to assume a similar idea might have existed in Knossos. However, it is quite possible the interpretation offered by Cadogen, is wrong and the females that are pictures are just ordinary ladies. Often the argument is that they must be of some importance to the pictured however, we have no real understanding of the society so it would be difficult to make that assumption. 
Whether this was a Throne room or a place of ritual enactment is not clear. For, the basin seems suggest that the room is a place where offerings to some form of deity, living or metaphysical, even where some form religious cult would interact. One theory suggests that the room is actually to house an effigy of a goddess (Cadagon 176: 63), or high priestess. Personally, I think the evidence is far too vague to say (Gesell 1981:93) 
Conclusion 
To conclude the nature of the Palaces in Minoan Crete fox not only those who are experts but also those new to studying it. The complexity and the nature of the amount of information that isn’t known offers the opportunity to give as many interpretations as fits, but this does cloud the water as to what could of actually happened. In terms of the Palace at Knossos I personally believe that there must have been some kind of ruling class who was able to manifest what they wanted but also maintain it. This is certainly in terms of the beauty of the art work, the nature of the throne room, and the sheer monumental skill that must have been involved in creating the palace. Whether this was a monarchy with council, a council or a religious elite I couldn’t possibly comment but something does seem to suggest a singular monarch, but I think that could possibly be my own preconceived ideas being mixed into the already complex situation that is the Palace. I also think that if there is a priesthood, that the dynamic of that priesthood would be of a household. By this I mean that they feast, celebrate and sleep together, helping one another. But again I think this might be influenced by my understanding of monasteries, hence why there was not a real focus on this idea of households within the “Temple” as put forward by Fitton. I think it is very important to be very aware of ones understanding, how you gain that, and if so where the influences lie because that ultimately can change how you interpret something, if you are aware of the other influences. Ultimately, the exact history of this palace might be totally lost but historians will carry on trying to work out what happened. Maybe, no one will be right but that means no one is wrong. 
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