Hypothetical Proposal:

Religious Studies as a Compulsory Subject in Secondary Schools in England and Wales

This project intends to argue whether religious studies should be a compulsory subject within secondary schools in England and Wales. The research paper will describe what is currently taught in the topic according to the school’s curriculum and will test the theory that ‘teaching religious studies in schools is beneficial to pupils and society’. The paper will analyse the advantages and disadvantages of religious studies as a compulsory subject in schools, looking at the different aspects of the subject and what it has to offer to pupils. Face to face interviews and questionnaires will be used to ask pupils, parents, teachers, followers of various religions and members of the clergy, their opinions on religious studies, asking whether they deem it to be beneficial or not. Using both qualitative and quantitative research, this paper will evaluate the findings and results.  

Currently, religious education is compulsory in state schools in England and Wales, and there are arguments as to whether this should be the case. Today, the study of religion is deemed to be irrelevant by many, due to the fact that the UK is becoming increasingly secular, raising questions about the current status of religious education in schools. Research suggests that over a quarter of schools in England have broken the law by not offering religious studies as a subject. Experts have suggested that the subject may be viewed as an easy loss if they are under financial pressure.[footnoteRef:1] The Religious Education Council of England and Wales states, “The ability to understand the faith or belief of individuals and communities, and how these may shape their culture and behaviour, is an invaluable asset for children in modern day Britain….”.[footnoteRef:2] Professor Michael Hand examines whether religious studies help to prepare children for adult life in order to validate religious studies being an individual and compulsory curriculum subject.[footnoteRef:3] Therefore, the research paper will contribute to the ongoing debates within the field about whether religious education should be a compulsory subject in schools and whether it is beneficial.   [1:  Alex Strangwayes-Booth, Schools break law on religious education, research suggests. In BBC NEWS [online], updated 17 September 2017 [cited 23 December 2017]. Available from: 
 <http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-41282330> ]  [2:  Why RE Matters. In Religious Education Council of England and Wales [online], [cited 23 December 2017] Available from: <https://www.religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk >]  [3:  Rethinking the School Curriculum: Values, Aims and Purposes, ed. by John White, (London: RoutledgeFalmer, 2004), pp.153-163.

] 


Religious instruction and a daily act of cooperate worship was made compulsory for all British state schools after World War two in 1944 against a changing political background. The war saw a rise in communism, fascism and Nazism and the British government wanted all children to understand democracy and the Christian faith. This resulted in the introduction of the Education Bill in 1944, which made religious instruction compulsory. Other factors contributed to religious instruction becoming compulsory in state schools, such as the notable support and encouragement from teachers during the war for the subject. ‘Mass Observation’ revealed that ninety percent of teachers were in favour of the subject becoming compulsory in schools. Parents have always had the opportunity to remove their child from the parts of the subject or all aspects of the subject.  Since 2001, the study of religious education has not been statutory like other subjects in the National Curriculum, presented in 1988. It is statutory that religious education should be taught but the content that is taught is determined by those in charge of the Agreed Syllabuses. [footnoteRef:4]  [4:  John White, ‘Should religious education be a compulsory school subject?’, British Journal of Religious Education, 26(2) (2004), 151-164 (pp.152-154).] 


It could be argued that the study of religion is beneficial in some schools but not in others due to the different syllabuses that are taught. Some schools may be biased, not giving pupils a general overview of different religions, and this research paper will examine this idea. It will look at whether it is beneficial to have a set syllabus for religious studies across the UK.  

To test the theory of this research paper, the research will consist of primary and secondary data. Therefore, as well as using internet sources, scholarly books and articles, such as John White’s article,’ Should religious education be a compulsory school subject?”, the research paper will also use, interviews and questionnaires as forms of methodology. The interviews are intended for religious studies teachers and members of religious faiths, for example, a Christian or Muslim.  The interviews will be semi-structured; therefore, a set of questions will be prepared beforehand, in order to retrieve the appropriate information. By using interviews, the thoughts and opinions of religious studies teachers and members of different religions can be observed. As well as determining if religious studies should be compulsory and why, focusing on what they believe to be the benefits and drawbacks. The interview will include questions such as, ‘What do you think are the advantages of compulsory religious studies in school today?’. These interviews will help in collecting detailed information, and the participants facial expressions and body language can be noted. This will allow the collection of qualitative data for the research paper.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  John Dudovskiy, Interviews. In Research Methodology, [cited 24 December 2017]. Available from: <https://research-methodology.net/research-methods/qualitative-research/interviews/>] 


[bookmark: _gjdgxs]The use of closed questions will also be used as a form of methodology for this research paper. The questionnaires are intended for pupils and parents, to find out from their perspectives if religious studies should be a compulsory subject in secondary schools and specifically whether they deem it to be beneficial for themselves or their children, respectively. The questionnaire will ask questions such as, ‘do you think religious studies should be taught in secondary schools?’ and ‘do you think religious studies is relevant in schools today?’. The data received can be transformed into qualitative data and can produce ordinal data. Closed questionnaires are suitable as they are an efficient way of gaining information and easy for pupils to navigate and answer. The questionnaire will also collect an array of information and answers, which should represent the general views of pupils and parents regarding religious studies as a compulsory and beneficial subject in secondary schools. [footnoteRef:6] The interviews and questionnaires will help provide the information required to determine whether religious studies should be a compulsory subject in schools, as it will give a cross-section of views.  [6: ] 


To conclude, religious studies became a compulsory subject in state schools in 1944. However, the UK is becoming more secular and a third of schools in England have illegally abstained from teaching the subject. This research paper will argue whether religious studies should be a compulsory subject and test the theory that ‘teaching religious studies in schools is beneficial to pupils and society’. In addition, this paper will also consider whether it would be beneficial to have the same religious studies syllabus right across the curriculum. To gain a full understanding of the views across society a mix of interviews and questionnaires will be used. Given the views and inconsistency of teaching religious studies across secondary schools in England and Wales there is a need to justify whether it should be taught as a compulsory subject in schools today.


































[bookmark: _GoBack]Bibliography

Dudovskiy John, Interviews. In Research Methodology, [cited 24 December 2017]. Available from: <https://research-methodology.net/research-methods/qualitative-research/interviews/>

	McLeod Saul, Questionnaires. In SimplyPsychology [online], updated 2014 [cited 24 December 2017]. Available from: <https://www.simplypsychology.org/questionnaires.html>



Strangwayes-Booth Alex, Schools break law on religious education, research suggests. In BBC NEWS [online], updated 17 September 2017 [cited 23 December 2017]. Available from: 
 <http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-41282330> 

White John ed., Rethinking the School Curriculum: Values, Aims and Purposes, (London: RoutledgeFalmer, 2004).

White, John, ‘Should religious education be a compulsory school subject?’, British Journal of Religious Education, 26(2) (2004), 151-164.

Why RE Matters. In Religious Education Council of England and Wales [online], [cited 23 December 2017] Available from: <https://www.religiouseducationcouncil.org.uk >




