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	NAME: Jayden Thoirs

	STUDENT ID No.: 2222952

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: Should All Frontline Police Officers in England and Wales Routinely Carry a Firearm on Operational Duty?

INTRODUCTION: I have decided to use this as my dissertation topic because being a frontline police officer myself, it directly relates to my experiences and observations within the policing community. I have firsthand experience of the reality of being a police officer within England and Wales and the potential danger my colleagues and I face on a daily basis. As frontline police officers in England and Wales do not routinely carry a firearm on duty, there may be an element of vulnerability when facing volatile situations that may arise, particularly when suspects are armed with firearms or other weapons themselves. 

This topic is worthy of consideration for an undergraduate dissertation because it has been subject of complex debate since 1829, when Sir Robert Peel first formed the Metropolitan police. During this period, the force did not routinely carry firearms. However, Sir Robert Peel did authorise the commissioner to purchase fifty Flintlock pocket pistols for use in exceptional circumstances, particularly those in which firearms were used by suspects. Following deaths of police officers by firearms outside of the Metropolitan police,  Sir Robert Peel authorised the supply of revolvers to outer district forces. This was issued on the strict conditions that if in the opinion of a senior officer, the officer could be trusted to use it safely and with discretion. This practice came to an end in 1936 (Czerny, 2017). 
During the second World War, only selected officers were permitted to carry firearms to protect the royal family and Downing Street. After the war, almost all rifles, pistols and revolvers were again withdrawn from the Police. Since then, there have been many incidents throughout modern history that have swayed public opinion in favour of both routinely arming all frontline police officers and removing firearms altogether. With terrorist activity increasing in recent times throughout the United Kingdom and the rest of the world, the suggestion of routinely arming police has returned once again (Levi & French, 2024). 

I believe that my research is justified as it explores various issues in connection to public safety, policing practices and community trust. There are various case studies that can be analysed to determine the effectiveness of armed policing verses unarmed policing. Notably, the comparison of fatal and non-fatal shootings by police between countries’ police forces that do routinely carry firearms, and those that don’t routinely carry firearms. For example, a study was conducted comparing shooting rates of the police forces in New Zealand and the police forces in England and Wales. From 2011 to 2020, England and Wales police forces had an annual average rate of 0.074 persons shot per million of the population, whereas New Zealand had an annual rate of 0.783 per million of the population. Both of these countries are considered not to routinely carry firearms. However, since 2012, New Zealand introduced a policy change that resulted in every first response car being equipped with firearms whilst also permitting frontline police officers to make their own decision as to when the firearms should be deployed (Hendy & Walton, 2022). 

Ultimately, the purpose of this research task is to establish if the UK government should reconsider their policy on routinely arming police officers in England and Wales. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 


During my research, I will analyse the current policies surrounding police armament in England and Wales and their effectiveness. I aim to evaluate the perceptions of both police officers and the general public regarding the arming of frontline officers. 
I will compare the UK approach to armed policing with other countries that have different practices. I will also assess the potential implications of arming all frontline officers on community safety and trust in law enforcement.

After this is completed, I plan to evaluate all of the research that has been gathered and compare it with existing research to come to a final conclusion. 


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The key literature that will be utilised as part of my research will be books and other articles that outline the history of police officers and firearms since the formation of the metropolitan police and the longstanding public debate of arming frontline police officers (Czerny, 2017), (Levi & French, 2024). There are government reports that I will be using to show figures regarding the number of firearms officers and incidents, and the comparison of statistics over time and between other countries’ police forces (Home Office , 2024) (Farmer & Evans, 2022).

There has been previous research conducted by Julia Yesberg delving into public attitude towards armed police officers (Yesberg & Bradford, 2019) and public reactions to armed police (Yesberg, et al., 2020). There has also been research conducted by Nicola Chandler, which was published by the Police Federation in 2018 regarding police officer attitudes within the Metropolitan police for routine armament (Chandler, 2018). 
This research has laid the groundwork for my research which will show clear crossovers with my dissertation. Similarly to the research given above, I will be addressing police and public attitude towards routinely arming police officers. I will also be conducting the same research method as Nicola Chandler by creating a questionnaire that will be distributed to police officers. 
However, I believe that Yesberg and Chandler’s research is beginning to become outdated. Although Chandler’s research was published in 2018, the raw data was collected throughout 2017, which is now nearly a decade ago. Similarly to Yesberg’s research published in 2020, this is now half a decade in age. Chandler’s research focuses more on officers within the Metropolitan police, I will be conducting my research throughout Gwent and South Wales Police forces and areas. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

As my research question heavily involves the perception of both frontline police officers and the general public. I will be drafting a questionnaire with several questions that I deem relevant surrounding the topic. I believe that this is best suited to my research task as it allows me to collect numerical figures that can be used to compare statistics but also to gather the thoughts and opinions as to why individuals are supportive or against the routine armament of all frontline police officers. 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

As mentioned above, I will be sending frontline police officers and members of the public a questionnaire to establish their opinions. I will be sending it to frontline officers that have differing levels of experience to establish if there are any differences.  I will also be sending it to officers who work within the specialised field to carry firearms to get their opinions based on their knowledge and experience. 
This would be best for my research as it gives me a wide range of results from different perspectives. This will allow me to compare my findings and aid in coming to a conclusion. 
I will aim to collect between 20 to 30 responses to my questionnaire in each of the desired sections, frontline response officers, specialist firearms officers and members of the public. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

During this research project, there may be some ethical issues that may arise due to the sensitive nature of firearms and their designed purpose. Some people may have had negative experiences involving firearms, I need to be mindful of this when asking them questions surrounding the topic. In light of this I have decided to allow anonymity for those who take part and wish to remain anonymous and get their true feelings across without feeling judged or embarrassed. 
I will not be able to access the questionnaire until the research project is complete. The research project will be saved onto a file on my secure police laptop that can only be accessed by me. Once I have analysed and collated the results into numerical figures, I will delete the raw data so that it cannot be shared.

	TIME SCALE:

The time scale I am using has already been organised by the University. The final submission of my research is due on 30/06/25. 
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