Student Number: 2200285
A critical evaluation and the identification of next teaching and learning steps focusing on a case study of an individual learner or a group of learners, based on an observed critical incident.

Appendices

Appendix 1
	Date and time, year group: 27/09/2022 9:10 Year 4 


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
First lesson on a Tuesday. AoLE – Mathematics and Numeracy. 



	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident(the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
The teacher had set up three tasks which the children were free to choose from including: Big Maths on the iPads, Stile games and place value Yahtzee. The children had to complete the iPad job during the session but were free to choose if and in what order they did the other activities.
The children were immediately engaged and on task, lots of children were smiling and laughing and clearly enjoying the freedom of choice. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be ”under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?
Choice theory – William Glasser
Stretch zone – Karl Rohnke based on Yerkes-Dodson law (pressure and performance)
Classroom management/ environment (speaking and listening classroom – Lyn Dawes) 


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

All children engaged in task immediately, however some wanted to change task quite quickly. 
Teacher used a soft musical bell to grab the attention of the class and this worked really well.
Only the iPad task was compulsory. 
The class was noisy due to the nature of the activities but this was not distracting the children and the noise level did not get to an unmanagable level. If the children were getting too noisy, the teacher would ring the bell. 
There was space for the children to sit at 4 large tables or to work on the floor, children were free to move around the room as they pleased but the iPads were limited so the teacher would alert them when one became available for them to complete their compulsory task.





Appendix 2
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/2022 1:30 Year 2


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
AoLE: Health and Wellbeing/ transition into the AoLE.
29 children, 18 girls and 11 boys. Children sat on designated spots on the carpet after lunch time in front of the teacher who sat on a chair at the front, to the right of the group. The class was getting ready to transition from a whole class Read Write Inc session into a Health and Wellbeing session which was to take place outside. 


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
As the class were preparing to transition into the health and wellbeing session, the teacher began eliciting ideas of how the children thought they should walk from the class to the Astroturf, where the lesson would take place. The teacher reminded the class that the noise levels during the walk had been unacceptable for the school environment the previous week and that they had had to come back into class and try again, resulting in less time for the actual lesson. The teacher added that she didn’t want this to happen again and asked the following positively framed question: “Will anyone struggle to walk quietly and need to hold my hand?” The teacher gave the children time to consider her question independently, then asked them to discuss their thoughts with a partner before ultimately feeding their decisions back to her. After around a minute of the children engaging in discussion, the teacher asked the children the question again and added “put your hand up if you think you will need to hold my hand”. All of the children confirmed that they would not need her support, except for child A who raised his hand, indicating that he would feel more comfortable holding the teacher’s hand during the walk. The teacher, therefore, made sure that child A was at the front of the line to hold her hand during the walk to the Astroturf. The teacher considered the walk as successful and the children did not need to go back and do it again.

	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Framing of rhetoric in a positive manner to influence choices
Choice and how this effects behaviour – William Glasser 
Was the decision internal or affected by external factors e.g. the way the teacher framed the question or the use of discussion in coming to a decision?


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The incident occured just after lunch time. The class LSO had been called out of class so the teacher was on her own in the class. The teacher was clear in her directions and the class responded positively and respectfully to her. The teacher shares the class part-time with another teacher and had not yet learned all of the children’s names.






Appendix 3
	Date and time, year group: 26/09/2022 09:45 Year 6


	Where and When: Context of the observation – subject/AOLE, general classroom context
AoLE – Mathematics and Numeracy, small class of 23, 14 boys and 9 girls. Children sat at large mixed ability tables with 4-8 children per table.


	What happened: a detailed description of the critical incident (the more detail the better to refer to in your later work)
The teacher asks the class to complete 4 starter questions on ordering different sized numbers, the questions got progressively more difficult. The teacher gave some time for the children to complete the questions on whiteboards and then asked the children to put their hands up if they got 4 right, 3 right etc. Several children did not raise their hand for any of the options. The teacher said “fantastic, everyone got 3 or 4 right!” and the children who had not raised their hands visibly shrank in their seats. 
It was later idetnified by the teacher that these children were of high ability in this AoLE. 


	Areas of possible exploration: what you think could be” under the hood” in these incidents? What avenues of research could you consider?

Growth and fixed mindset, value of effort rather than result (Carol Dweck)
How children fail – anxiety and shame (Holt)
AFL – using whiteboards for less ‘personal’ way to show understanding in class (Dylan Wiliam)

Broader research areas:
Anxiety/failure/ ability to get things wrong and modeling mistakes in the classroom


	Notes: any details you can note (is it a busy environment, is it after lunch, are there lots of distractions, are directions made explicit - the more you can refer to the better here)

The classroom had colourful working walls which were not distracting as there was also plenty of blank space on the walls to break up the displays.

The class behaviour was exemplary and there were no interruptions or shouting out from the children when the teacher was speaking. 

When the observer commented to the teacher that the children appeared to be very capable, she identified that this was a very high-ability class, supported by the fact that more than half of the children chose to complete the ‘spicy’ chilli challenge, aka the most difficult of the tasks during the lesson.




