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Dear Martin, 
[bookmark: _Int_5XSZ87Td]I am thrilled to apply for this teaching position at Cardiff west community school. I am writing to express my interest in the job as I came across your advisement. With a degree in physical education and a number of different teaching experiences I am eager to contribute to Cardiff west school. I also have a level one swim teacher qualification with years' experience teaching and coaching kids through that experience. While working towards this qualification I had experience working with children of all ages and abilities and believe I learned how to adapt lessons effectively. Throughout my degree, I gained much knowledge and experience through working on various placements and leading many physical education sessions focused on things such as dance and gymnastics. 
[bookmark: _Int_K5Gxy544]I am a highly creative thinker and pride myself in finding new fun ideas to learn. I am reliable, self-disciplined, and well organized. I believe for this particular job that communication is vital as working alongside others to ensure all criteria are always met. Throughout my experiences of working in an education setting I believe I have developed good class and behavior management skills. I also learned a variety of different teaching styles and methods to ensure lessons are planned effectively and are set up for all children to thrive and take part comfortably. I am also a very understanding and empathetic person, which I believe is particularly important in this career as there will be many situations where extra support is needed. Lastly, I also believe that having a passion and dedication to what you are teaching makes a significant difference in the type of teacher you are. I have always had a passion for helping and educating others throughout life and with that alongside my lifelong commitment to playing various sports I am passionate about making every student have those experiences throughout their time in education as well.
[bookmark: _Int_vnTe0HW5]I hope after reading this you feel you have a better understanding of me and my experiences and what I would contribute to Cardiff west school. Thank you for reviewing my application, and I look forward to working with you. 
Best regards.

Focus statement 
Throughout all my studies I have achieved many academic qualifications such as GCSE’s. A levels and currently studying in university to hopefully become a teacher. My Additional experiences and qualifications I have are working on a teaching agency as a TA in multiple different schools, level 1 swim teacher award and a safeguarding/ lifeguarding award. My ambitions after I graduate from my university course would be to apply for a PGCE course to become a qualified teacher. Although my course covers teaching both primary and secondary physical education, I believe I would like to pursue my career in a secondary school as I have a passion for teaching the theory side of the subject and the practical. I have always known I wanted to become an educator but as I have played sports my whole life it was clear to me that I wanted to go into a career doing something I enjoy and something I believe comes natural to me.
My personal opinion on my skills as a student educator is that I believe I have many important qualities for teaching such as adaptability. I can think fast about how to make a session harder or easier or simply change it if there are not high levels of engagement from the student, although I do believe every situation is different and you simply cannot be prepared for everything. So, in saying that I would like to gain more experience in any form of teaching and coaching as you never know when an issue could arise during a lesson. I would like to improve my leadership skills also. Nea (2022) states that without leadership skills a teacher will struggle to lead the student to succeed, as there must be a clear goal set for them to achieve to gain the right knowledge provided by curriculum. This means i will now challenge myself to take on more leading roles in things such as group tasks or while being on work experience. I would also like to improve my knowledge of additional researched ways of teaching such as SKIP. Lastly I believe I could improve my creative thinking skills to ensure my lessons do not get repetitive and boring as that could spike a loss in engagement and motivation (M H Education, 2022). An effective way to improve this would be to challenge myself to produce new ideas and put them into practice, then by seeing these lessons fail or succeed i can think on how to adapt them to work better next time. 
The goal I would set for myself as a hopeful future physical education teacher is to help foster a lifelong appreciation for health and physical activity and always aim to create an inclusive and engaging learning environment. I would achieve this by incorporating diverse activities and promoting positive attitudes towards movement. I believe this is the main goal I would like to achieve during every lesson throughout my career.
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