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This is a reflective essay on the professional learning gained as a result of being asked to design a curriculum, I will also reflect on the feedback gained from my peers. This essay will use the six-stage Gibbs reflective model (Ahamed, 2019) I will be using Gibbs’ theory because it allows for an action plan and can connect theory and practice by participating in a cycle of activities. The activities in this sequence include a description of an action plan, my feelings as the writer, the event, assessment, analysis, and conclusion.  Lastly, this essay will suggest future initiatives to further professional skill development. The Gibbs reflective cycle will also be used to help me think back on my experiences and show how they helped me grow both personally and professionally, as well as in my future work as a post-16 educator. 
 I will be examining the fundamental skills and expertise needed for me to progress in my career as a teacher.
The curriculum I designed was titled, Learn Welsh Together. I chose this topic as a curriculum design because I felt that there was a demand in my local area for simple Welsh language lessons without the added stress of a summative assessment. Before designing my curriculum, I researched some theorists such as Bloom's Taxonomy (Hussain, 2018) and Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs (Dixie, 2007). We can understand human development and learning more, by using frameworks like Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs and Bloom's Taxonomy of Learning. Maslow and Bloom focus on various aspects of human development, which is the main distinction between them. Maslow's Hierarchy of Needs addresses learning motivation, whereas Bloom's Taxonomy addresses learning cognition. Maslow's theory describes why people learn, whereas Bloom's theory describes how people learn. To give my learners a more worthwhile and interesting learning experience, I chose to use Bloom’s Taxonomy of Needs to help design my curriculum. 
When I first looked at the assignment brief, I had no idea what my curriculum was going to be and who my target audience was, I had never given it any thought before. I was undecided if I wanted to do a ‘pretend’ one where it would not be delivered to anyone and just for the purpose of the assignment, or one that I could put into action and deliver it in the post-16 sector. I thought about the course that I am teaching at the university and considered designing a curriculum for those students, however, I did not feel confident enough to design a whole curriculum and deliver it with confidence to students at level 6. I went back and forth to the assignment brief and read that the curriculum should be relevant to the student's specialist subject area, which for me is early years education and the Welsh language. 
The assignment handbook also said that “there should be a clear need for the curriculum developed”. So, I thought again of the course I am teaching at the university and that it is already well established, I also thought about the staff I work with as a nursery manager and how I could develop a curriculum that could support them in their role at work. However, with the New Curriculum For Wales, I thought they might be a bit overwhelmed with another development course, so I thought of my service users. Over the years parents have always asked if there were any Welsh courses for them to attend and then when they discover that there is an exam they change their mind, and that is when I decided that I would develop a curriculum to support their Welsh language development. 


After deciding who my audience was to be, and what my curriculum was going to be, I then needed to make sure that I understood the marking criteria and if my curriculum would support it. Initially, I thought 4000 was not going to be enough of a word count for the curriculum rationale and the PowerPoint for the curriculum, however, I rushed through reading the brief and missed that supporting documents could be added in the appendices, I then took my time going through the criteria needed and highlighted the parts I needed to pay extra attention to. I was excited about delivering a curriculum with purpose to the intended learners, however, I was nervous about developing something that would not make any sense to the learners but also to the markers who were to read my curriculum and the rationale.
I started developing the curriculum assignment with the PowerPoint slides first, as I thought this would be the easiest part of the assignment, however, I was wrong. I did not consider the amount of information needed on each slide, I originally overloaded the slides with information, and I forgot to put a course overview at the beginning, I wanted my slides to be bright and colourful to make them attractive to the learners. Then I researched “what makes a good PowerPoint” and discovered that my slides were all wrong. They had too much information on them, the lack of use of bullet points, and they said that you should consider your audience with ALN when using colours for fonts (Clarke, 2021). Therefore, I had to go back and change my slides. I did not consider making time for this when I was allocating time for each section of the curriculum development, I was beginning to feel overwhelmed with it all. I took for granted that because I knew the subject well and thought designing the lessons PowerPoints would be easy, it was not. I did not for once consider the amount of time that is needed, and how much apart from the subject content needed to be considered. 
Upon receiving feedback from my peers all three say that there is clear justification for the curriculum however, there could be an opportunity to reach out to the wider community to offer the curriculum. This is something I would like to do in the future as the Welsh language is something I am passionate about, however, I did state in the rationale it was only for service users, which makes my curriculum isolated and not completely inclusive. 
The feedback I received on the aims and objectives was mostly that there was not a lot of detail in the scheme of work and that the curriculum does not support development as the learner progresses. I do agree that after reading that there is not a lot of detail in the scheme of work and that would be a change I will make. However, I disagree with the lack of opportunity for progression, I did state that the curriculum was to build confidence in people's Welsh language and then they can develop and access accredited courses that are already available in the community.  
There was positive feedback all around on the structure of the course, having feedback such as, ‘well-paced course’ ‘well-structured’ and ‘right for the cohort’ has given me the confidence to deliver this curriculum to an audience over the summer term. Linking with professional standards is something I have always struggled to do, and this was evident in my feedback. Although there were some links to the professional standards, it could have been more. I will take this into account and adapt before delivering the curriculum. The feedback on the scheme of work was positive and received well, however on one occasion a little conflicting. One said that the curriculum content was appropriate for entry-level and for a community-based course, while another peer review said that it would be difficult to engage learners with some understanding of the Welsh language. I did mention in the curriculum design that it was for people with no knowledge of the Welsh language and that it would cover only the basics for the learners to gain understanding and confidence.  
Moving forward with my curriculum, taking on board the feedback from my peers and my new understanding of what makes for a good curriculum design, I will manage my time better. I will allow myself time to re-do lesson slides if needed and make sure I follow the steps to make an easy-to-follow PowerPoint. Another thing that I was already aware of and the peer review confirmed is my lack of use of Professional Standards. This is something I am going to change, I will gain a better understanding of them and refer to them more often. 
Initially, at the beginning of this assignment, I thought this would be easy to do once I got my head around what I was going to do and who my audience was going to be, it was far from it. I felt overwhelmed on occasion because I did not allow enough time. I was pleased with the overall lessons and presentation after I made adaptions to the PowerPoint, however, I was not so pleased with the feedback of the lack of detail in the aims and objectives. I did not make my point clear enough for my readers to understand what outcomes I wish to achieve, moving forward this will be more evident. 
To finish, after feedback from my peers, I am happy that the style of assessment I used for the curriculum supported the needs of the intended learners. I chose the form of assessment to be in a formative way as I did not want to add pressure on my learners, I am pleased that this came across clearly in my proposal. 
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Peer review feedback
Peer review numbers; 3,13, and 16.
Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 3

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	The curriculum developer has done the research and has identified that smaller shorter courses are more appealing to young people who want to focus on developing their skills quicker and focus more on their jobs, than those on a degree program.  The curriculum states that this way of gaining credit for a curriculum will benefit students and industry, as it will put young learners on their path to learning more skills that are needed by their industry (hospitality).




The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	The aims and objectives are clearly stated in the curriculum proposal in bullet point form, which is straight to the point and clear. It indicates that the course Is suited to the fast and ever-changing hospitality industry, therefore equipping the students with skills to help them develop.   



The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	The curriculum is an eight-week course, which is displayed neatly and easy to follow. Each week identifies the title, lesson aims, subject matter, and teaching strategies making the curriculum easy to follow. I feel that the structure of the timetable allows for the students learning to flow and develop.



Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	The curriculum designer writes about how the curriculum meets the UK Professional Standards Framework and also QAA, and the Future Generations Act Wales, in great depth. 



Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	The ten-week curriculum is nicely designed in a way where the teaching, learning, and assessments flow progressively. The curriculum has a summative assessment, I feel that given the course is accredited, a summative assessment would be beneficial in gaining an understanding of what the students know, this will help the teacher understand where the students are with their learning, and where support may be needed.

The proposal includes transferable skills and outlines in detail what they are, along with skills for the future, the timetable is simple, and easy to understand what each lecture is about. The curriculum is very easy to follow and has a wide variety for the students to have the best possible outcome for their learning and to transfer their skills to the workplace. However, the course is directed at a young age group, I feel this would be a good refresher course for those who have been in the industry for some time. 




Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	I enjoyed reading your curriculum and the knowledge that you have put into it makes it a very pleasant read and easy to follow and understand, however, the lesson slides with the red background and white writing may be difficult for some students to read, especially those with ALN. 




Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 13

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	The curriculum developer has done the research and has identified that although there is a similar course to the one, they are proposing, they feel that the current course may be too academic and 
Can be off-putting to new business owners. They also say that this curriculum that they are proposing is an 8-week one unlike the two – three year one that the university already offers. The course is aimed at people who are already in employment and suggests the course to run In the evenings, I feel this will be more desirable to working students. 



The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	The aims and objectives are clearly stated in the curriculum proposal in bullet point form, which is straight to the point and clear. I do feel however, that the course is aimed at a younger generation as the curriculum developer keeps referring to the students as young people, I feel the curriculum would be more inclusive if the ‘young people’ were replaced with students or learners. I also feel that allowing undergraduate students to partake in the curriculum could be quite off-putting to the other students as it has already been said that it is a non-academic course, I feel that the proposed date of the curriculum the undergraduate students would already gain some knowledge on the topic and may take over the class discussions, not giving the new students the confidence to take part verbally. 




The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	The curriculum is an eight-week course, which is displayed neatly and easy to follow. Each week identifies the title, lesson aims, subject matter, and teaching strategies making the curriculum easy to follow. I feel that the structure of the timetable allows for the students learning to flow and develop.



Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	The curriculum designer writes how the curriculum meets some of the UK Professional Standards Framework and also QAA in headed paragraphs, I feel they could have been highlighted throughout the proposal. The paragraph on benchmarking says that the initial eight-week course could in the future be a twelve-week course, this shows that the curriculum developer will be reflective and take the future outcomes from the course to develop the curriculum further. 





Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	The curriculum is nicely designed in a way where the teaching, learning, and assessments flow progressively. The curriculum has both formative and summative assessments, I feel that the summative assessment such as the business plan could be off-putting to the students as it was stated that the course is non-academic, and they may feel they are being tested. The formative assessments will help the teacher understand where the students are with their learning, and where support may be needed.

The proposal includes transferable skills and outlines in detail what they are, along with skills for the future where there is evidence that the course will be reflected upon with the chance of development in the future. The reading list is not too overwhelming for the students, and the lesson slides are easy to read and not too much on the eye. 

The curriculum is very easy to follow and has a wide variety for the students to have the best possible outcome for their learning. It might be worth considering a certificate of completion for the students as no official grade is given at the end of the eight weeks. 




Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	I enjoyed reading your curriculum and the knowledge that you have put into it makes it a very pleasant read and easy to follow and understand. I did however feel that it was quite contradicting at times when it said that it is non-academic, but there will be summative assessments with no final grade, which I feel may be disheartening for the students to not get credit for their efforts. Overall though I really enjoyed and think there is a need for a curriculum like this one. 




Peer Review Feedback

Curriculum number: 16

A clear justification has been provided for the proposed curriculum with an appropriate target audience.
	It was made clear from the first paragraph who the intended audience is. They also clearly stated that previous knowledge and understanding were important because the curriculum is to support full-time students to apply theoretical thinking to their work. They explain that in the digital world that we live in today, students need to understand the history before the digital era. 









The aims and objectives for the curriculum are appropriate for the topic and learning group
	The aims and objectives are clearly stated in the curriculum proposal, I like how the curriculum designer encourages the students to experiment and evolve in their practice by using a reflecting model. They want to encourage students to use previous knowledge, reflect on it, intervene through tutorials, and then re-evaluate their past experiences. I like this approach as the curriculum appears to be a physical curriculum, where students are constantly reflecting on their work. I like how the students are given the opportunity to display their work in an exhibit, however, I would like to know would the cost of the supplies for the work be covered for the display or if that would be at the cost of the student. It was also very clear that the students would be aware of what would be expected of them during the course.




The proposed curriculum has a suitable structure for the needs of the topic and the cohort.
	The curriculum is a ten-week course, which is on a clear table and is easy to read. Each week identifies the title, lesson aims, topic of session, activities, and resources, making the curriculum easy to follow. Initially, I thought a ten-week course would be too long, however, after reading the timetable I can understand the reason for the ten weeks, this is because the curriculum allows time for group and individual tutorials and preparation for the exhibit.








Where appropriate, there was consideration given to relevant professional standards/benchmarking statements in the design of the curriculum.
	The curriculum designer went into great depth about professional standards. They mentioned QAA membership, along with the UK Professional Standards Framework, and also the core knowledge framework. They were very detailed in their description of the importance of each one and how important it is if they are implemented to get a better outcome for both teacher and student. Although one section of the proposed curriculum was set aside to simply discuss the professional standards and benchmarking, they continued to mention them elsewhere in the proposed curriculum. 




Comments on the scheme of work that was designed.
	The curriculum is nicely designed in a way where the teaching, learning, and assessments are across multiple sessions and in a progressive way. The curriculum has both formative and summative assessments, which complement each other, this also helps the teacher have an understanding of where the students are with their learning. 

The curriculum is very easy to follow and has a wide variety for the students to have the best possible outcome for their learning, it states that students need to have a background in photography and that this curriculum will enhance their knowledge of the subject during their second year and states that it is worth 20 credits towards their second year, all are clearly stated. 

I thought it was very good that the curriculum timetable allows for tutorials and reviews from week 6 which leaves ample of time for students who may have missed some of the lessons to catch up on their work ad have that extra support before the exhibition. 





Anything else that you would like to comment on?
	I enjoyed reading your curriculum and the core knowledge of yours that you have put into it makes it a very pleasant read and easy to follow and understand. I did however feel that students may feel pressured by time and getting their work ready for the exhibition, but as I continued to read through the curriculum it does allow for time after week 6. 










