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Review of The Dispossessed, a dystopian novel by Ursula K Le Guin, part of the Hainish Cycle. 
Ursula K Le Guin’s The Hainish Cycle consists of several science fiction novels and stories set in an alternate history/future history. Human civilizations have developed on planets orbiting several nearby stars. For the first time, people can contact each other with the help of a new scientific invention. They establish diplomatic relations, establishing the Confederacy under the guidance of the oldest human world, the peaceful Hain. 
Humans are the product of interstellar colonies planted by Hain. Some breeds have new genetic traits, resultant from ancient Hainish experiments in genetic engineering that produced several types of humans. Ursula Le Guin uses different social and environmental surroundings to study the anthropological and sociological outcomes of human evolution in these different environments.
The Dispossessed, published in 1974, is the fifth book in the cycle. It achieved instant acclaim, winning the Hugo, Locus and Nebula awards in the following year. This novel is where the story really begins. 
The Dispossessed is a political novel. The events in the book are set on the orbiting twin planets, Urras and Anarres. The world of Anarres is a decentralised social economy and social system without government, established by revolutionaries. Urras is a lush and beautiful place and a world ruled by capitalist economics. In Urras, there is no shortage of water. It is an Earth-like planet covered by large sea areas, but its mineral resources have already been exhausted. Anarres is the opposite, a dry planet with plenty of mineral resources. Still, it suffers from a constant shortage of water and food.
The state of affairs in Urras clearly reflects the political reality of the 1970s, the world divided by capitalism and communism. In defiance, Anarres started as an idealistic experiment to explore a different way of life.
Urras' inequality has naturally provoked lots of anger, and 150 years before the story unfolds, a major revolution took place. Instead of taking the more conventional approach and hanging the oppressors, a large number of revolutionaries fled to Anarres. In this almost inhabitable desert, they try to establish an anarchic society based on principles of shared wealth, shared responsibility and shared bedrooms. Superficially the society works, but it is no longer progressing.
Anarres can be seen as an ideal vision of a 1970s hippie community. Le Guin illustrates in 'The Dispossessed' how an anarchic society could function; the ideas of freedom, justice, community, wealth and power are all well-reasoned and thought through. At the same time, the language used in Anarres is particularly interesting. When the renegades settle on Anarres, they invent a new language called 'Parvic'. Avoidance of any singular possessive pronouns is one of the most telling features of this new language. Vocabulary is intentionally limited and often lacks words to explain certain concepts or feelings – or allow the proper, satisfactory use of expletives. 'Parvic' is designed to embody the principles of the new society and prevent anything that could challenge them. Ursula Le Guin demonstrates in her fictional world how language shapes our perceptions. She further illustrates how that, in turn, will determine our feelings and thoughts and subsequently the culture we subscribe to and create. 
Le Guin vividly describes the different environments in the twin planets, the planet Urras and its atmospheric moon, Anarres and skilfully supports the themes of the narrative. Urras, rich and capitalist, also has lush green nature and plentiful riches to exploit. Anarres is a desert; to survive is a struggle, and to try to be a consumer would be absurd since there is next to nothing to consume.
“It is an ugly world. Anarres is all dusty and dry hills. And the people aren’t beautiful. The towns are very small and dull, they are dreary. Life is dull, and hard work. You can’t always have what you want, or even what you need, because there isn’t enough. You Urrasti have enough. You are rich, you own. We are poor, we lack. You have, we do not have. Everything is beautiful here. Only not the faces. On Anarres nothing is beautiful, nothing but the faces”. 
In the story, there is an ongoing intense internal debate about the individual's chances for freedom within the anarchist, capitalist or communist systems – or, for that matter, in any organised system.
The story features the development of a mathematical theory of an instantaneous communications device that later comes to play a critical role in Le Guin's novels of the Hainish Cycle. The invention of that device places this novel first in the chronology? of the Hanish Circle.
It doesn't offer answers but rather promotes better questions. Although the political and social themes of the book strongly relate to the decade in which it was written, the themes are universal and still relevant today 
Ursula Le Guin's prose is impressive. Her writing can be intense and, at times, challenging. The chapters of the book don't proceed chronologically; however, following the story is effortless. Connecting between different time periods is experienced as logical: The main protagonist Shevek is putting a puzzle together so that the picture gradually becomes more detailed and clear. 
I find her characters dry and stereotypical at times and more representatives of different mindsets and types of people than deep portraits of interesting and complicated individuals. The story is not character-driven; rather, it is an investigation into the human condition and different possible outcomes. The protagonist of the novel, Shevek, is a physicist and time scientist who experiences life in different political realities. He is dedicated, serious and lacks any self-reflective humour. Shave’s final concluding thoughts become essential for the whole Hain series. 
Le Guin's writing is precise yet atmospheric, visual and convincing. As a reader, I am transported across space and time to another world, a world that feels very real and plausible. All this is apart from the sheer pleasure of reading her splendid prose.  
The Dispossessed is thought-provoking fictional writing and invites us to examine freedom and different types of control mechanisms. These were very much political issues of the past decade, and her novel reflects the revolutionary spirit of the 70s. Individual freedom and the greater good, equality, freedom and control, leadership and power, all are issues that remain unsolved. The challenges of the various social systems, political ideals, and sense of isolation Le Guin depicts in this book are her abiding themes. They remain not only relevant today but are in the ascendancy, illustrating her prescience almost half a century ago.  I would highly recommend this book.



Two writers, two dystopian visions
Ursula Le Guin mirrored the political landscape of 1970 and its revolutionary spirit and projected it to space, another time upon other planets. In this newly created science-fiction world, she examined the pros and cons of different ways that we humans had so far produced and arranged our living collectively. Her conclusion was that none of them worked, but some consequences are far worse than others. Le Guin doesn't leave us without hope; she believes in our ability to develop and grow. We are left with a glimpse of hope that maybe one day, through trial and error, we might find a way to live together in a way that supports individuality without compromising equality and fundamental human rights.
Margaret Atwood's brilliant dystopian novel Oryx and Crake, the first part of a trilogy, was first published in May 2003 and reflects a different world just thirty years later. This is a world where corporate powers have taken over entirely. Both the scientific world and political world are like puppets on the string serving corporate interests. The inevitable catastrophe is total and affects all life globally without exception. The world as we know it is destroyed by devastating scientific and environmental disasters.
Although very different, there are similarities between these novels. They both reflect current reality, but Ursula Le Guin transports us both in time and space, and we find ourselves on alternative planets. The future that Margaret Atwood has created is a frighteningly realistic possibility on this planet Earth and maybe closer to our current reality than we like to think. 
Both books have a single male protagonist. In The Dispossessed, it is Shevek, a disillusioned scientist trying to add up his situation. He is backwards cascading in different scenarios, trying to perceive what the case actually is and to reposition himself accordingly. 
Margaret Atwood's anti-hero Snowman is also a single white male trying to make sense of the reality that is beyond anything he could have prepared for. Atwood invites her readers to gradually bring bits of the puzzle together. The point of view is Snowman's as he travels in his mind between now and the past in no chronological order, seeking some coherence.


Review of 'Oryx and Crake' a dystopian novel by Margaret Atwood
The plot takes place in the near future, in a world devastated by an ecological and scientific disaster. This is Atwood at the absolute peak of her ability. The captivating dystopian novel is far-sighted, important, and alarmingly close to many aspects of today's reality. With astonishing mastery of the highly disturbing and challenging material, Atwood transports us to the very possible near future. The reader is brought to a terrifying yet entirely credible world populated by a fascinating gallery of people and other creatures. 
The protagonist and narrator of the book calls himself Snowman. The world has come to an abrupt end, and he is the only one left. Snowman, formerly known as Jimmy, wanders in his mind between then and now. While we gradually learn the story behind the apocalypse, Snowman in the New World becomes a new prophet for Crakers, an artificially created new species of a human being. He is alone, the last of the original humans, and confusedly tries to bring order to his mind out of the chaos Oryx and Crake created.                                                                                                                                                                        
He doesn’t know which is worse, a past he can’t regain or a present that will destroy him if he looks at it too clearly. Then there’s the future. Sheer vertigo.
Snowman sleeps in a tree, wrapped in a sheet. He mourns his beloved Oryx and his best friend, Crake. He tries to find food and other supplies in a devastated area where insects multiply rapidly and where pigoons and wolvogs ravage the plebs' areas where ordinary people once lived. 
After the wolvogs have gone he lies on his back on the platform, gazing up at the stars through the gently moving leaves. They seem close, the stars, but they’re far away. Their light is millions, billions of years out of date. Messages with no sender.
When Snowman tries to get an overview of what has happened, he is forced to go decades back in time. He seeks answers to his questions from his past and Crake's high-tech bubble dome, where he created his fateful Paradise Project that the whole world would come to regret. How did it all fall apart so quickly?
Atwood is re-making the whole creation story. She is showing us what the Bible and other similar religious writings could have looked like if they had been written after an apocalypse that faces us today. While Atwood skillfully describes an imagined future, she also demonstrates how we humans so desperately need some kind of meaning in life. Margaret Atwood illustrates how sequences of events are consequential but not necessarily significant by themselves. It is we humans who try to add significance to better cope.
Margaret Attwood's talent is distinctly visionary, combining a poetic imagination with scientific objectivity. She serves up social criticism, religious criticism and criticism of humankind. Her prose reveals how willfully blind we are and does it with razor sharpness and pitch-black humour. A warning finger may be raised against the shift of power to big business, class divides, the manufactured needs and dreams of eternal youth and beauty. Yet, with all that,  "Oryx and Crake" is not a book that attempts to preach or persuade.
Human society, they claimed, was a sort of monster, its main by-products being corpses and rubble. It never learned, it made the same cretinous mistakes over and over, trading short-term gain for long-term pain. It was like a giant slug eating its way relentlessly through all the other bioforms on the planet, grinding up life on earth and shitting it out the backside in the form of pieces of manufactured and soon-to-be-obsolete plastic junk.
With fantastical language, sharp intellect, and dark humour Margaret Atwood leads the reader into a world that is anything but heroic. It is a bizarre but entirely believable world populated with characters who continue to occupy the reader's mind long after the book is put down. A masterpiece.
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