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Defenders and Conquerors timeline


Darius I (550–486)
The Persian king launched an attack at Marathon in 490BC. (Osborne 2000:701) This was in part due to the Athenians destroying the temple at Sardis causing Darius to curse zeus and get a slave to remind him at every mealtime ‘Lord, remember the Athenians’ (Hdt 5:105)

Xerxes (518–465)
Darius son Xerxes led an attack on Greece in 480BC with a huge army, way outnumbering the Greek forces. (Osborne 2000:171) He does his for many reasons, to prove himself worthy of the throne- as there was debate over who should be king, him or his older half brother- revenge for the burning of Sardis, and also Herodotus tells us he received prophetic dreams telling him to attack Greece. (Hdt 7. 1-20.)

Cleisthenes’ reforms (508)
“The ‘birth’ of Athenian democracy is traditionally placed around 508, with Cleisthenes reforms. (Osborne 2000:180) He divided Athens up into ten tribes instead of four and gave them the names of heroes (Hdt. 5.66) 

Hippias son of Peisistratus (527-510)
Hippias was an ex- tyrant of Athens that the Spartans wanted to reinstate. (Hornblower 2002:26) When that failed, he fled to Persia, later leading the Persian king Darius to Marathon as it had enough room for the Persian cavalry. However, he later regrets this after a series of visions on the shore of Marathon. (Hdt 6. 107.) 

Classical period (510-323)
“Classical Greece is both an icon and an enigma” (Osborne 2000:1) The classical period is traditionally identified as ending in 323BC with the death of Alexander the Great as “After this date, the monarchies founded by Alexanders successors tended to overshadow or even dominate the city-states in internal politics”. (TRM OV 1)


Pericles the Athenian (495 – 429)
Worked with Ephieltes to overthrow Kimon (Hornblower 2002:24-26) Pericles publicly rejected the old style aristocractic politics and developed instead a small constituency of ordinary Athenians by speechmaking in the assemeby. (Osborne 2000:123-4) “In 451, Pericles carried a measure which excluded from citizenship all who could not show pure Athenian blood through both parents”. (Aeschin. 3 172)




Helot Revolt at Ithome (464BC)
With the occurrence of the great earthquake, the Spartan helots took the opportunity to revolt and hide out on top of Mt. Ithome. (Thuc 1. 101) The Spartans haughtily turned away Athenian assistance, when it was offered (Osborne 2000:123) As a result the Athenians welcomed the helots into their land (Thuc 1. 103) 

Ephialtes the Athenian (died 461) 
“Ephialtes son of Sophonides, having become head of the People and having the reputation of being incorruptible and just in regard to the constitution, attacked the Council”. (Aristot. Const. Ath. 25) He was A democratic politician and managed to persuade the assembely to strip from the Areopagus council certain of its powers of constitutional oversight and to increase the power of the poular courts” (Osborne 2000:123) Later on, he worked with Pericles to overthrow Kimon. (Hornblower 2002:24-26)

Egyptian Expedition by Athens (463)
When the Egyptians heard of Xerxes death, they took the opportunity to strike. They asked the Athenians for help who agreed and sent three hundred triremes (Diod. 11.71) Although Thucydides claimes two hundred and that the Athenians stayed in Egypt for 6 years. (Wallace 1936:252) 
Battle of Mykale (479)
479, The final Battle of the Greco-Persian wars. “The League fleet sailed across the Aegean and defeated the remenents of the Persians off Mt. Mycale”  (Osborne 2000:173) Many barbarians flee but some Persians stay to fight and get promptly defeated by a combined force of Athenians, Corinthians, Sicyonians, Troizenians and Spartans. (Hdt 9. 90-107)

Gelon (died 478)
Gelon, tyrant of Syracuse was a very popular ruler, crowned ‘benefactor, savior and king’ by his people. (Hornblower 2002:44) He offered to help in the Greco-Persian Wars, offering “200 tiremes, 20,000  hoplites and contingents, each 2000 strong of archers, slingers and lightly armed horsemen” in return for half the leadership. However Sparta refused to give up control on land and Athens at sea so the offer was ultimately refused.  (Hdt 7. 158-162.)

 Battle of Himera (480)
A Cartheginian invasion was stopped by Gelo, tyrant of Syracuse, at the battle of Himera in 480. (Osborne 2000:185) General Hamilcar took with him “an army of not less than three hundred thousand men and a fleet of over two hundred ships of war, not to mention many cargo ships for carrying supplies, numbering more than three thousand.” over from Carthage, yet the Sicillian army still managed to defeat them. (Diod. 11.20) 


Battle of Salamis (479)
Athens defeated Xerxes causing him to leave after the naval battle of Salamis, luring the Persian ships into Narrow straights where numbers count for nothing. (Osborne 2000:172) Greeks sail out to meet the Persians at dawn, sending over a row of ships like a net. Xerxes also left troops on the island of Psyttaleia which were slaughtered by Aristiades and his men. (Hdt 8. 40-95.) 

Battle of Marathon (490)
The Athenians under Miltiades defeat a larger number of Persians due to tactical advantages. They charge the archers so to not let any missile wepons useful then manage to pull off a double envelopment tactic which forces the remaining Persians to flee. (Hdt 6. 94-124.)
“Athens victory (with Platea’s help) could not have been predicted given Persia’s numerical advantage”. (Osborne 2000:171) 

Battle of Thermopylae (480)
The Spartan king Leonidas went to meet the Persians at Thermopylae with just 300 of his own men in the summer of 480 (Osborne 2000;172 The bulk of the spartans missed the battle because they were not allowed to fight on the Carneia. (Osborne 2000:95) There is much debate over the actual events of the battle as both Herodotus and Diodorus both paint very different pictures, for example in Herodotus there is a fight over Leonidas’ body and in Diodorus they storm the Persian camp (Diod. 11. 5-11.) (Hdt 201-233)


Battle of Plataea (479)
479BC, After Xerxes went home, he left behind Mardonius and a land force that were ultimately defeated at Platea. (Osborne 2000:173) Mardonius first tried to offer Athens a deal, that that the Persians will grant the Athenians wealth and amnesty in return for surrender- they refuse leading to the battle of Platea. 
(Hdt 9. 1-5)




Agesilaus of Sparta (444 – 360)
The new century saw a new king in Sparta. The assention of Agesilaus to the throne of Agis profoundly affected the course of Greek history, in particular their relations with Persians. (Osborne 2000:201) He wasn’t predicted to assume the throne therefore went through the Agoge. (Plut. Ages. 1.1) 
Foundation of Thurii (452)
During the 30 years peace, The Athenians sent colonies west, to Thurii in Italy (Hornblower 2002:37) Diodorus tells us that Athens’ colony at Thurii was founded because of economic advantages “For lying as the city did between two rivers, the Crathis and the Sybaris, from which it derived its name, its inhabitants, who tilled an extensive and fruitful countryside, came to possess great riches”. (Diod. 12.9)

Battle of Amphipolis (424)
Brasidas captured Amphipolis for the Spartans in 424BC, defeating the Athenian general turned historian , Thucydides. (Hornblower 2002:93) “The news that Amphipolis was in the hands of the enemy caused great alarm at Athens as the town was valuable for the timber it afforded for shipbuilding, and the money that it brought in”. ( Thuc. 4. 108)
Last ostracism (417)
“Ostracism of Hyperbolos, I. 134—the tenth, and last, recorded exercise of ostracism since its institution by Kleisthenes about 509 B.C.” (Jebb Orators annals) Plato said of Hyperbolos, ‘it was not for such fellows that shells were invented’ (Ap. Plut. Alk. c. 13)

Hermokopidae Affair (415BC)
One night, before the Sicillian Expedition, all the stone Hermae in Athens were mutilated. This was considered an act of impiety and was taken very seriously as it was said to be a bad omen for the upcoming expedition. (Thuc. 6.27) It could have been done by women and other minority groups who were denied political opinions, the fact that only the herms were harmed suggests an outrage towards men, the political leaders at the time. (Fredal 2002:590-612) 
Dionysius I (432 – 367)
this tyrant of Syracuse got elected in 406 by attacking the competence and integrity of his rivals (Hornblower 2002:215) He campaigned as champion of the poor against the weak (Aris. Pol. 13.05A)

Thucydides (460- after 404)
“Thucydides wrote an immensely detailed but selective view of the Peloponnesian Wars” (Hornblower 2002:5) He chose to write about it because he believed that “it would be a great war, and more worthy of relation than any that had preceded it”. (Thuc. 1.1) He was an Athenian general who famously lost to Brasidas the Spartan at Amphipolis. (Hornblower 2002:93)

Battles of Mantineia(418)
The first battle of Manitinea happened in 418BC and is one of the best described battles we have. It was a huge victory for the Spartans (Hornblower 2002:84) It pitted the Athenians and its Allies against Sparta and it Allies (Osborne 2000:192) “the notables having risen in repute in connection with the battle against the Spartans at Mantinea” (Aristot. Pol. 5.1304a).

Melian Expedition (416)
The Athenians sent emmisaries to Melos, aking that they surrenser and pay tribute to Athens but they refused. (Thuc. 5. 84-116) Alcibiade is said to have presented a notian that the islanders be enslaved. (Vickers 1999:267)
Sicilian Expedition (415-413)
When the Athenians decided to sail to and conquer the island of Siciliy, Thucydides claims that “most of them being ignorant of its size and of the number of its inhabitants, Hellenic and barbarian, and of the fact that they were undertaking a war not much inferior to that against the Peloponnesians.” (Thuc. 6. 1) The ultimate catastrophy was down to the people and its leaders (Liebeschuetz 1968:306)

Conquest of Decelea (413)
The Spartan occupation of Decelea in 413BC denined the Athenians access to the mines. (Osborne 2000:38) “On account of the enemy at Decelea, all the Athenians were constantly on the wall or in the ranks at the various military posts” (Thuc. 8.69) 
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Revolution of the 400 (411)
Four Hundred powerfull, wealthy Athenians are put in charge of Athens, turning it briefly into an Oligarchy. (Aristot. Const. Ath. 31) The ideas were proposed by Peisander before the court. (Lang 1948:276)
30 Tyrants (404–403)
After the Athenian defeat in the Peloponnesian wars, Sparta imposed 30 Tyrants onto Athens in an attempt to turn them into an Oligarchy. (Hornblower 2002:197) When the thirty took over, they put to death over fifteen hundred Athenians without trial. (Isoc. 7.67) 

Battle of Arginussae (406)
Athens defeats Sparta in a Navel battle at Arginussae in 406BC. (Hornblower 2002:181) “When Callicratidas saw their fires during the night and people reported to him that it was the Athenians, he proposed to put to sea at about midnight, in order to attack them unexpectedly; but a heavy rain coming on, with thunder, prevented the setting out”. (Xen. Hell. 1.6.28) 
Death of Lysander of Sparta (395)
Lysander was killed at the Spartan defeat at Haliartus in Boeotia (King Pausanius was blamed for not arriving in time, tried and exciled). (Osborne 2000:202) His death was prophesized by an oracle  as she said, “When thou huntest the wolf with the spear, watch closely the border, Orchalides, too, the hill which foxes never abandon”. (Plut. Lys. 29) 
Corinthian War (395-386)
395-386BC- Athens, Persia, Boiotia, Corinth and Argos joined forces to defeat the Spartans after they became the undisputed leaders of Greece and they realised “just what the Spartans as victors would be like”. (Hornblower 2002:150) This is thought to have stemmed from the Spartans actions in Asia, after they were summoned there “in order that their land might not be laid waste and that they themselves might be free”. (Xen. Hell. 3.1.6)
King's Peace (386
“The Corinthian war ended with the Kings Peace in 386, which also, by stipulating general autonomy, brought to an end such particular combinations as the Argos-Corinth merger”. (Hornblower 2002:86) It stated “King Artaxerxes thinks it just that the cities in Asia should belong to him, as well as Clazomenae and Cyprus among the islands, and that the other Greek cities, both small and great, should be left independent, except Lemnos, Imbros, and Scyros; and these should belong, as of old, to the Athenians. But whichever of the two parties does not accept this peace, upon them I will make war, in company with those who desire this arrangement, both by land and by sea, with ships and with money.” (Xen Hell 5.1.31) 
Archelaus of Macedon (413-399)
Archelaus, the king of the Macedonians, since the people of Pydna would not obey his orders, laid siege to the city with a great army and after reducing it, he removed the city some twenty stades distant from the sea. (Diod 13. 49) When he died in 399, he left Macedon without a clear heir postponing for over 40 years the unification of upper and lower Macedonia and Thessaly.(Hornblower 2002:229)
Carthage takes over Acragas (406)
In 406, the Carthaginians made war upon Sicily with three hundred thousand soldiers and laid siege to Acragas. The Syracusans gathered their allies and went to the aid of the people of Acragas with ten thousand soldiers. (Diod. 13.81-87) The Women and children who take sanctuary in the temples are spared for fear they will destroy its valuables. (Pearson 1984:7)



Third Sacred War (352)
The conflict in central Greece (352?) striired up by Theban aggression was known as the Third Sacred War. (Osborne 2000;215) “Philomelus the Phocian, a man of unusual audacity and lawlessness, seized the shrine in Delphi and kindled the Sacred War”. 
Demosthenes the Orator (384-322)
Demosthanes was the architect of the foreign policy that had led to the lost battle of Chaeronea. (Osborne 2000:137) He “gave it as his opinion that they must straightway send envoys to Thebes and invite the Boeotians to join them to make a struggle for freedom. There was no time to send envoys to their other allies” (Diod. 16.84)
Aristotle (384 B.C. to 322)
There are two works attributed to Aristotle, though whether he actually wrote them is debatable, these are titled Athenian Constitution and Politics. (Hornblower 2002:5) There are many other books Aristotle is said to have written but they concern other subjects such as philosophy (Aristot. Nic. Eth.) or Science ( Aristot. Met.)

Cadmea affair (382)
“Phoebidas the Spartan, who had been assigned to a command and was leading an expeditionary force against Olynthus, seized the Cadmeia” (Diod. 15. 20. 2) At the time, “Sparta and Thebes were at peace. This violation of the sovereignty of a major city shocked contemporary Greeks” (Hack 1978:210).

Foundation of the Second Athenian League (379)
379/8- Athens, worried about Sparta breaking the kings peace, created alliences with “Chios, Byzantium and various islands”. (Hornblower 2002:233) “For the Lacedaemonians, relying on the size of the force at their disposal, ruled their subject peoples inconsiderately and severely, and consequently many of those who belonged to the Spartan sphere of influence fell away to the Athenians” (Diod. 15.28.2) 
Battle of Leuktra (371)
The Thebans owed their famous victories over the Spartans at Leuktra 371 in part to exceptional depths of up to 50 ranks (Osborne 2000:98) This was such a massive defeat for the spartans that they  tried to bury most of their dead to cover up their mistakes, but Epaminondas saw through them and instructed his allies to bury their dead first. (Paus. 9.13.11)  
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“The Athenians, who had suffered the revolt of Chios, Rhodes, and Cos and, moreover, of Byzantium, became involved in the war called the Social War which lasted three years”. (Diod. 16.7.3)  After the social war, there was no point in the Athenian confederance. (Cawkwell 1981:40) 
Satrap's Revolt (360s)
Later 360’s (Hornblower 2002:228) “some of the satraps and generals rising in insurrection made war on Artaxerxes” Because it was such a large scale revolt, they chose Orontes as their head of admin, but he betrayed them, thinking he’d get more power and wealth by handing over the rebels. ( Diod. 15.90-94)
League of Corinth (340)
Formed in Spring 340, “All the signatories where required to enforce, on the basis of decisions made by them all in synod, a new common peace” (Osborne 2000:219) The treaty was bound by Phillip of Macedon and declares him leader of the Leagues’ troops, as well as declaring peace between all states who signed it. ( IG II3 1 318) 
Battle of Chaeronea (338)
September 338. Phillip’s cavalry, under the command of his son Alexander, delivered a decisive victory in which enemy casualties were enormous. (Osborne 2000:219) “Both sides were on edge for the battle, high-spirited and eager, and were well matched in courage, but the king had the advantage in numbers and in generalship”. (Diod. 16.85)
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